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STATE OF NEW YORK

5899--A
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 6, 2015

Introduced by M of A BARRON, ORTIZ, PICHARDO, WALKER, M LLER, COK,
GOTTFRI ED, DAVI LA, JAFFEE -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A  BLAKE,
MOSLEY, PERRY -- read once and referred to the Committee on Children
and Families -- recommtted to the Cormittee on Children and Fanmilies
in accordance wth Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmttee di scharged,
bill amended, ordered reprinted as anended and reconmitted to said
comm ttee

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing the peer
advocacy and nentoring program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by addi ng a new section 522-a
to read as foll ows:

S 522-A. PEER ADVOCACY AND MENTORING PROGRAM 1. THERE | S HEREBY
CREATED W THI N THE OFFI CE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES, A PEER ADVO
CACY AND MENTORI NG PROGRAM

2. THE OFFICE OF CH LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES SHALL, | N CONSULTATI ON
W TH THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH, CONTRACT W TH A MENTORI NG PROGRAM THAT
HAS MET THE REQUI REMENTS UNDER SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED NI NETY-E OF THE
SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW SPECI ALI ZI NG I N PROVI DI NG PEER SUPPORT AND ADVOCACY
TO YOUTH AND THE NEEDS OF YOUTH, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO EMOTI ONAL
AND BEHAVI ORAL NEEDS, TO ESTABLISH A PEER ADVOCACY AND MENTORI NG
PROGRAM SUCH PROGRAM SHALL BE DESI GNED TO PROVI DE PEER SUPPORT, ADVOCA-
CY AND MENTORI NG FOR YOUTH RESI DI NG | N RESI DENTI AL CARE.

3.  NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVI SI ON OF LAW TO THE CONTRARY,
PRI ORI TY FOR SERVI CES UNDER THE PEER ADVOCACY AND MENTORI NG PROGRAM
SHALL BE G VEN TO YOUTH WHO WERE PLACED | N RESI DENTI AL CARE PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON 353.3 OF THE FAM LY COURT ACT, AND WHO RESIDE IN FACILITIES
DESCRI BED | N SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED FOUR OF THI S ARTI CLE.

4. PEER ADVOCATES ACTI NG AS EMPLOYEES OR VOLUNTEERS | N THE PEER ADVO
CACY AND MENTORI NG PROGRAM SHALL: (A) BE | NDI VI DUALS WHO HAVE:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) EXPERI ENCE W TH | SSUES FACI NG YOUTH AT RI SK OF | NVOLVEMENT IN THE
JUVENI LE JUSTI CE SYSTEM AND

(1'l) SUCCESSFULLY COWPLETED ANY ADDI TI ONAL TRAI NI NG THAT HAS BEEN
APPROVED BY THE COWMM SSI ONERS OF THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH AND THE
OFFICE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES, QUALI FYI NG SUCH | NDI VI DUALS TO
WORK | N THE PEER ADVOCACY AND MENTORI NG PROGRAM

(B) HAVE REASONABLE AND APPROPRI ATE ACCESS TO YOUTH | N RESI DENTI AL
FACILITIES AS DETERM NED BY THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES
AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WTH YOUTH IN A PRI VATE, CONFI DENTI AL
SETTI NG SO LONG AS THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES DETERM NES
THAT SUCH MEETI NG DOES NOT POSE A SAFETY RI SK; AND

(© NOT I DENTIFY, IN ANY WAY, QOUTSIDE OF THEI R SCOPE OF EMPLOYMENT OR
DUTI ES AS A PEER ADVOCATE, THE NAME OR | DENTITY OF ANY YOUTH SERVED
W THI N THE PEER ADVOCACY AND MENTORI NG PROGRAM

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



