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STATE OF NEW YORK

5771
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 4, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A KAVANAGH, BENEDETTO, COOK, GALEF, JAFFEE, MARKEY,
M LLER, ROBI NSON, ROSENTHAL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A CYMBROWM
I TZ, DINOWTZ, GOTTFRIED, MDONOUGH, PERRY -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Conm ssions

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to the appointnent
of menbers of the public service comm ssion

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 4 of the public service law is anended by adding a
new subdi vision 4 to read as foll ows:

4. TO ENSURE THE H GHEST STANDARD OF PUBLI C UTI LI TY REGULATI ON, ANY
PERSON APPO NTED AS A COVM SSI ONER PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL BE QUALI FI ED FOR SUCH APPO NTMENT AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON
FOUR-A OF TH S ARTI CLE.

S 2. The public service law is anended by adding a new section 4-a to
read as foll ows:

S 4-A PUBLIC SERVICE COW SSI ON NOM NATI NG BOARD. 1. ANY PERSON
APPO NTED AS A COW SSI ONER PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON  FOUR
OF TH S ARTI CLE SHALL (A) HAVE EDUCATI ON AND TRAI NI NG AND THREE OR MORE
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG FI ELDS: ECONOM Cs,
ENG NEERI NG LAW ACCOUNTI NG, BUSI NESS MANAGEMENT, UTILITY REGULATI ON,
PUBLIC PCLICY, CONSUVER ADVOCACY OR ENVI RONMENTAL MANAGEMENT; AND ( B)
SHALL BE SELECTED FROM A LI ST OF | NDI VI DUALS NOM NATED AS PROVIDED IN
SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON.

2. (A THERE SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED | N THE DEPARTMENT A PUBLI C SERVI CE
COW SSI ON NOM NATI NG BOARD CONSI STI NG OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UTILITY I NTERVENTION UNIT OF THE CONSUMER
PROTECTI ON DI VI SI ON APPOI NTED BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE;

(2) THE PRESIDENT OF THE NEW YORK STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT AUTHORI TY, OR H S OR HER DESI GNEE;

(3) THE COW SSI ONER OF ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, OR HI'S OR HER DESI GN\EE;

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(4) THE COWM SSI ONER OF ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATION, OR H'S OR HER
DES| GNEE;

(5) THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, OR HI' S OR HER DESI GNEE;

(6) A PROFESSI ONAL ENG NEER APPO NTED BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCA-
TION, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE COF SUCH COWM SS| ONER;

(7) A CERTIFI ED PUBLI C ACCOUNTANT APPO NTED BY THE COW SSIONER OF
EDUCATI ON, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF SUCH COWM SS| ONER;

(8) A PERSON SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER APPO NTED BY THE DI REC
TOR OF THE STATE OFFI CE FOR THE AG NG TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF SUCH
DI RECTOR;

(9) A REPRESENTATI VE OF BUSI NESS ENTI TI ES REGULATED BY THE COWM SSI ON,
APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR,

(10) A REPRESENTATI VE OF BUSI NESS ENTI TI ES THAT ARE NOT REGULATED BY
THE COW SSI ON, APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF
THE GOVERNOR;

(11) A REPRESENTATI VE OF LABOR APPQO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, TO SERVE AT
THE PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR;

(12) TWDO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER CF THE ASSEM
BLY, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE SPEAKER;

(13) TWDO MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF
THE SENATE, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT;

(14) A MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
ASSEMBLY, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE M NORI TY LEADER; AND

(15) A MEMBER OF THE PUBLI C APPO NTED BY THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE, TO SERVE AT THE PLEASURE OF THE M NORI TY LEADER

(B) AT ITS INTIAL MEETING IN EACH CALENDAR YEAR, SUCH BOARD SHALL
SELECT FROM AMONG | TS MEMBERS A CHAI RPERSON. THE BOARD MAY ADCPT BYLAWS
GOVERNI NG | TS PROCEEDI NGS.

(© THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON NOM NATI NG BOARD SHALL KEEP A RECORD
OF | TS PROCEEDI NGS. SPECI AL MEETI NGS MAY BE CALLED BY THE CHAI RPERSON,
AND SHALL BE CALLED BY THE CHAI RPERSON UPON RECEI PT OF A WRI TTEN REQUEST
FOR A MEETI NG SI GNED BY TWO OR MORE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD. W\RI TTEN NOTI CE
OF THE TI ME AND PLACE OF EACH MEETI NG SHALL BE SENT TO EACH MEMBER OF
THE BOARD.

(D) THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON NOM NATI NG BOARD SHALL:

(1) REVIEW AND EVALUATE PGOSSI BLE APPO NTEES FOR THE OFFI CE OF COWM S-
SI ONER OF THE COWM SSI ON,

(2) NOT MORE THAN EI GHTY- FI VE NOR LESS THAN SI XTY DAYS PRICR TO THE
EXPI RATION OF THE TERM OF A COW SSI ONER, OR NOT MORE THAN THI RTY DAYS
AFTER THE DEATH OR RESI GNATION OF OR TERM NATION OF SERVICE BY, A
COW SSI ONER, PROVI DE THE GOVERNOR W TH A LI ST OF FOUR | NDI VI DUALS MEET-
ING THE QUALIFICATIONS OF THI S SECTI ON WHO ARE, I N THE JUDGVENT OF THE
BOARD, THE MOST FULLY QUALI FIED TO SERVE ON THE COW SSION. THE BOARD
SHALL NOT | NCLUDE THE NAVE OF AN | NDI VI DUAL UPON ANY SUCH LI ST IF THE
APPO NTMENT OF THAT | NDI VI DUAL BY THE GOVERNOR WOULD RESULT | N A GREATER
NUVBER OF MEMBERS OF THE COWM SSION BELONG NG TO THE SAME POLITI CAL
PARTY THAN IS PERM TTED PURSUANT TO SECTI ON FOUR OF THI S ARTI CLE.

(3) I N REVIEWNG AND EVALUATI NG PCSSI BLE APPO NTEES FOR THE OFFI CE OF
COW SSI ONER OF THE COMM SSI ON, THE BOARD MAY ACCEPT COMVENTS FROM
COOPERATE W TH AND REQUEST | NFORVATI ON FROM ANY PERSON.

(E) WTH N THI RTY DAYS OF RECEI PT OF THE BOARD S RECOVMENDATI ONS, THE
GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT ONE OF THE PERSONS RECOMVENDED BY THE BOARD TO
FILL A VACANCY OCCURRI NG IN THE OFFI CE OF COMM SSI ONER. NOTHING I N THI' S
SECTI ON SHALL PREVENT THE GOVERNOR IN THE GOVERNOR S DI SCRETI ON FROM
REJECTI NG ALL OF THE NOM NEES OF THE BOARD AND RECONVENI NG THE BQARD I N
ORDER TO SELECT FOUR ADDI TI ONAL NOM NEES. HONEVER, WHEN THE GOVERNOR HAS
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RECONVENED THE BOARD AND THE BOARD HAS PROVIDED THE GOVERNOR WTH A
SECOND LI ST OF FOUR NAMES, THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE THE APPO NTMENT FROM
ONE OF THE NAMES ON THE FI RST LI ST OR THE SECOND LI ST.

(F) THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL RECElI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R
SERVI CES ON THE BOARD BUT SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT OF THEIR
ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



