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STATE OF NEW YORK

5730
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
March 3, 2015

Introduced by M of A HOOPER, COLTON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to housing subsi-
dies for victins of domestic violence

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services law is anmended by adding a new section
131-bb to read as foll ows:

S 131-BB. DOVESTI C VI OLENCE HOUSI NG SUBSI DI ES. 1. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY
| NCONSI STENT PROVISION OF LAW EVERY SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT SHALL
OFFER AND PROVI DE HOUSI NG SUBSI DI ES TO VI CTI M5 OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE.

2. VICTI M5 OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR A SUBSIDY I N THE
AMOUNT OF SEVENTY PERCENT OF THE RENTAL COST OF THE DWELLING UNIT OR THE
MEDI AN HOUSI NG RENTAL COST FOR THE COUNTY, WHI CHEVER |S LOWER SUCH
HOUSI NG SUBSI DY SHALL BE USED FOR RENTAL PAYMENTS FOR SUCH DWELLI NG UNI' T
AND SHALL NOT BE MADE AVAI LABLE FOR MORE THAN ONE YEAR. THE PREVAI LI NG
COST OF RENT FOR AN AREA SHALL NOT EXCEED ElI GHTY PERCENT OF THE COST FOR
THE REG ON.

3. AVICTIM OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE SHALL ONLY BE ELI A BLE FOR THE HOUS-
I NG SUBSI DY AUTHORI ZED PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON | N THE EVENT THAT SUCH
PERSON:

(A) IS AVICTIMOF DOVESTI C VIOLENCE AS DEFINED IN ARTICLE SIX-A OF
TH S CHAPTER,

(B) I'S NOT OTHERW SE ELI G BLE FOR SHELTER UNDER THI S ARTICLE OR I N THE
EVENT THAT SUCH SHELTER | S | NAPPROPRI ATE FOR SUCH PERSON,

(© HAS A HOUSEHOLD | NCOVE OF LESS THAN TWELVE THOUSAND DOLLARS AND
ACCESSI BLE CASH RESOURCES OF LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS; AND

(D) HAS BEEN CERTIFI ED AS A DOVESTIC VICOLENCE VICTIM BY THE LOCAL
SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT.

4. VICTI M5 OF DOVESTI C VI OLENCE SHALL BE CERTI FI ED BY THE LOCAL SOCI AL
SERVI CES DI STRI CT UPON A FI NDI NG OF:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(A) A CRIRMNAL CONVICTION OF THE ASSAILANT OF A SERI QUS CRI M NAL
CHARCE;

(B) THE |ISSUANCE OF A TEMPORARY OR PERMANENT ORDER OF PROTECTI ON
I N\VOLVI NG SERI OQUS BODI LY HARM TO THE VI CTI M

(O A POLI CE REPORT DOCUMENTI NG SERI QUS ACCOUNTS OF PHYSI CAL DQOVESTI C
VI OLENCE;

(D) A SUBSTANTI ATED DETERM NATI ON BY A BATTERED WOMVEN S SHELTER COUN-
SELOR THAT A PARTI CULAR SHELTER RESI DENT IS I N SERI QUS PHYSI CAL DANGER,

(E) A SUBSTANTI ATED DETERM NATI ON BY A RAPE CRISIS CENTER COUNSELOR
THAT A VICTIM OF DOVESTI C VIOLENCE | S | N SERI QUS PHYSI CAL DANGER;

(F) A SUBSTANTI ATED DETERM NATI ON BY A CERTI FI ED BATTERER S TREATMENT
PROGRAM COUNSELOR THAT A VICTIM OF DOVESTIC VIOLENCE | S I N SERI QUS PHYS-
| CAL DANGER, OR

(G THE REASONABLE FEAR OF A BATTERED PERSON THAT SUCH PERSON W LL
ENCOUNTER FURTHER SERI QUS PHYSI CAL RETALI ATI ON.

5. THE CONTINUED NEED FOR SUCH SHELTER SHALL BE REVI EWED MONTHLY,
EVALUATED AND AUTHORI ZED MONTHLY BY A SOCI AL SERVI CES OFFI Cl AL. SUCH
HOUSI NG SUBSI DY SHALL BE AVAI LABLE IN LI EU OF ANY OTHER ALLOMNCE OTHER-
W SE AVAI LABLE FOR SHELTER

6. THE COW SSIONER OF THE OFFICE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES
SHALL | SSUE REGULATI ONS GOVERNI NG DOVESTI C VI OLENCE HOUSI NG SUBSI DI ES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



