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STATE OF NEW YORK

5514
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 25, 2015

Introduced by M of A CUSICK -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to amend the executive law, in relation to personal confidenti al
i nformati on obtained from veterans or famly nenbers of veterans
receiving services fromthe state and political subdivisions thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The executive |law is anmended by addi ng a new section 354-e
to read as foll ows:

S 354-E. USE OF PERSONAL CONFI DENTI AL | NFORVATI ON OBTAI NED FROM VETER-
ANS OR FAM LY MEMBERS OF VETERANS RECEI VI NG SERVI CES FROM THE STATE AND
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS THERECF. 1. DEPARTMENTS, DIVISIONS, BUREAUS,
BOARDS, COWM SSI ONS AND AGENCI ES OF THE STATE AND POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS
THEREOF, VWHI CH PROVI DE ASSI STANCE, TREATMENT, COUNSELI NG CARE, SUPER-
VI SI ON OR CUSTODY I N SERVI CE AREAS | NVOLVING HEALTH, MENTAL HEALTH,
FAM LY SERVICES, CRIMNAL JUSTICE OR EMPLOYMENT SHALL BE REQUI RED TO
SOLICI T | NFORVATI ON ON WHETHER THEI R CUSTOMVER OR CLIENT IS A VETERAN AS
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON EI GHTY-FI VE OF THE CIVIL SERVICE LAWOR FAM LY MEMBER
OF A VETERAN. ANY NEW FORMS CREATED AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S
SECTI ON SHALL CONTAIN THE FOLLOW NG QUESTI ONS: "HAVE YOU SERVED IN THE
UNI TED STATES ARMED FORCES?" "HAS SOVEONE IN YOUR FAM LY SERVED I N THE
UNI TED STATES M LI TARY?"

2. | NDI VI DUALS | DENTI FYI NG THEMSELVES AS HAVI NG SERVED | N THE M LI TARY
OR A FAMLY MEMBER SHALL BE ADVISED THAT THE DIVISION OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND LOCAL VETERANS SERVICE AGENCIES ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- SEVEN OF TH S ARTI CLE PROVI DE ASSI STANCE TO
VETERANS REGARDI NG BENEFI TS UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG VETERANS AND M LI TARY STATUS PROVI DED BY ASSI STED PERSONS
SOLELY TO | MPLEMENT THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE PROTECTED AS PERSONAL CONFI -
DENTI AL MATERI AL, AND USED ONLY TO ASSI ST IN THE DI AGNCSI S, TREATMENT,
ASSESSMENT AND HANDLING OF THE VETERAN' S OR FAM LY MEMBER S PROBLEMS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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W THI N THE AGENCY REQUESTI NG SUCH | NFORVATION AND |IN REFERRING THE
VETERAN OR FAMLY MEMBER TO THE DI VI SI ON OF VETERANS' AFFAI RS FOR THE
| NFORMATI ON AND ASSI STANCE WTH REGARD TO BENEFI TS AND ENTI TLEMENTS
UNDER FEDERAL AND STATE LAW
S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal

have becone a | aw, provided that any rules or regul ati ons necessary for
the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date shall be promul gat -
ed on or before such date.



