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STATE OF NEW YORK

5509
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 24, 2015

Introduced by M of A JAFFEE -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to affixing
blue lights on vehicles of nenbers of a volunteer anbul ance service

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraphs 4 and 5 of subdivision 41 of section 375 of the
vehicle and traffic |aw, paragraph 4 as anended by chapter 465 of the
| aws of 2010, subparagraph b of paragraph 4 as anmended by chapter 143 of
the laws of 2011, paragraph 5 as added by chapter 197 of the | aws of
1970 and t he openi ng paragraph of paragraph 5 as amended by chapter 349
of the | aws of 2004, are amended to read as foll ows:

4. Blue light. a. One blue light may be affixed to any notor vehicle
owned by a volunteer nenber of a fire departnment or on a notor vehicle
owned by a nmenber of such person's family residing in the sane househol d
or by a business enterprise in which such person has a proprietary
interest or by which he or she is enployed, provided such volunteer
firefighter has been authorized in witing to so affix a blue |ight by
the chief of the fire departnent or conpany of which he or she is a
menber, which authorization shall be subject to revocation at any tine
by the chief who issued the same or his or her successor in office. Such
blue light nmay be displayed exclusively by such volunteer firefighter on
such a vehicle only when engaged in an energency operation. The use of
blue Ilights on vehicles shall be restricted for use only by a vol unteer
firefighter except as otherw se provided for in subparagraph [b] C of
t hi s paragraph.

b. ONE BLUE LIGHT MAY BE AFFIXED TO ANY MOTOR VEH CLE OANED BY A
MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE, OR ON A MOTOR VEH CLE OMNED BY
A MEMBER OF SUCH PERSON S FAM LY, OR BY A BUSI NESS ENTERPRI SE | N WHI CH
SUCH PERSON HAS A PROPRI ETARY |INTEREST OR BY WHICH HE OR SHE IS
EMPLOYED, PROVIDED SUCH MEMBER HAS BEEN AUTHORI ZED I N WRI TI NG TO SO

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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AFFI X A BLUE LI GHT BY THE CH EF OFFI CER OF SUCH SERVI CE AS DESI GNATED BY
THE MEMBERS THERECOF. SUCH BLUE LI GHT MAY BE DI SPLAYED EXCLUSIVELY BY
SUCH MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE ONLY WHEN ENGAGED I N AN
EMERGENCY OPERATION. THE USE OF BLUE LIGHTS ON VEH CLES SHALL BE
RESTRI CTED FOR USE ONLY BY A MEMBER OF A VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE SERVI CE AS
PROVIDED FOR IN TH'S PARAGRAPH AS USED IN TH S PARAGRAPH VOLUNTEER
AMBULANCE SERVI CE MEANS: (1) A NON-PROFI T MEMBERSHI P CORPORATI ON  ( OTHER
THAN A FI RE CORPORATI ON) | NCORPORATED UNDER OR SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS
O THE MEMBERSH P CORPORATI ONS LAW OR ANY OTHER LAW OPERATING I TS
AVMBULANCE OR AMBULANCES ON A NON- PROFI T BASI S FOR THE CONVENI ENCE OF THE
MEMBERS THEREOF AND THEIR FAMLIES OR OF THE COVWUNITY OR UNDER A
CONTRACT WTH A COUNTY, CITY, TOAN OR VI LLAGE PURSUANT TO SECTI ON ONE
HUNDRED TWVENTY- TWO- B OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW OR

(1) AN UNI NCORPORATED ASSOCI ATI ON OF PERSONS OPERATING | TS AMBULANCE
OR AMBULANCES ON A NON-PROFIT BASI S FOR THE CONVENI ENCE OF THE MEMBERS
AND THEIR FAM LI ES OR OF THE COMWUNI TY.

C. In addition to the red and white |ights authorized to be displayed
pursuant to paragraph two of this subdivision, one or nore blue lights
or conbination blue and red lights or conbination blue, red and white
lights may be affixed to a police vehicle, fire vehicle, anbul ance,
energency anbul ance service vehicle, and county energency nedica
services vehicle provided that such blue Ilight or lights shall be
di spl ayed on a police vehicle, fire vehicle, anbul ance, energency anbu-
| ance service vehicle, and county energency nedi cal services vehicle for
rear projection only. In the event that the trunk or rear gate of a
police vehicle, fire vehicle, anbulance, energency anbulance service
vehicle, and county energency nedical services vehicle obstructs or
di m ni shes the visibility of other energency lighting on such vehicles,
a blue Ilight may be affixed to and di splayed fromthe trunk, rear gate
or interior of such vehicles. Such lights nay be displayed on a police
vehicle, fire vehicle, anbulance, energency anbul ance service vehicle,
and county energency nedi cal services vehicle when such vehicles are
engaged in an energency operation. Nothing contained in this subpara-
graph shall be deened to authorize the use of blue lights on police
vehicles, fire vehicles, anbulances, energency anbul ance service vehi -
cles, and county energency nedi cal services vehicles unless such vehi-
cles also display one or nore red or conbination red and white lights as
ot herwi se authorized in this subdivision.

[c.] D. The conmm ssioner is authorized to pronulgate rules and regu-
|ations relating to the use, placenent, power and display of blue Iights
on a police vehicle and fire vehicle.

[6. Green light. One green light may be affixed to any notor vehicle
owned by a nenber of a vol unteer anbul ance service, or on a notor vehi-
cl e owned by a nmenber of such person's famly, or by a business enter-
prise in which such person has a proprietary interest or by which he is
enpl oyed, provided such nmenber has been authorized in witing to so
affix a green light by the chief officer of such service as designated
by the nenbers thereof. Such green |ight may be di spl ayed excl usively by
such nmenber of a vol unteer anbul ance service only when engaged in an
energency operation. The use of green Ilights on vehicles shall be
restricted for use only by a nenber of a vol unteer anbul ance service as
provided for in this paragraph.

As used in this paragraph volunteer anbul ance service neans: a. a
non-profit nmenbership corporation (other than a fire corporation) incor-
por at ed under or subject to the provisions of the nenbership corpo-
rations |aw, or any other |aw, operating its anbul ance or anbul ances on
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a non-profit basis for the conveni ence of the nmenbers thereof and their
famlies or of the community or under a contract with a county, city,
town or village pursuant to section one hundred twenty-two-b of the
general nmunicipal aw, or

b. an uni ncorporated associ ati on of persons operating its anbul ance or
anbul ances on a non-profit basis for the conveni ence of the nmenbers and
their famlies or of the comunity.]

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



