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AN ACT to anend the public authorities |aw and the transportation | aw,
inrelation to enacting the New York state thruway authority account-
ability act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and be nmay cited as the "New York
state thruway authority accountability act".

S 2. Section 351 of the public authorities law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 4-a to read as foll ows:

4-A. THE TERM "DEPARTMENT" SHALL MEAN THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA-
TI ON.

S 3. Subdivision 1 of section 352 of the public authorities |aw, as
anended by chapter 766 of the laws of 2005, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. (A A board to be known as "New York state thruway authority" is
hereby created. Such board shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public corporation. It shall consist of seven nenbers appointed
by the governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. |[The
menbers first appointed shall serve for ternms ending three, six and nine
years, respectively from January first next succeeding their appoint-
nment. Provided, however, that two board nenbers first appointed on or
after the effective date of the chapter of the |laws of two thousand five
whi ch anmended this subdivision shall serve an initial termof two years;
provided further that two other board nmenbers first appointed on or
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after the effective date of the chapter of the |aws of two thousand five
whi ch anmended this subdivision shall serve an initial term of three
years. Their successors shall be appointed for terns of nine years each.
A nenber to be designated as chairman in his or her appointnent as a
menber shall be chairman of such board until his or her term as nmenber
expires.] THE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL BE DESI GNATED AND
SERVE EX- OFFI Cl O AS THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD UNTIL THE END OF THE TERM OF
THE GOVERNOR BY WHOM HE OR SHE WAS APPO NTED AND UNTIL HI' S OR HER
SUCCESSOR | S APPO NTED AND HAS QUALI FIED. The <chairman and the other
menbers shall serve wi thout ADDI TI ONAL sal ary or other conpensation, but
shall be entitled to reinbursenent for their actual and necessary
expenses incurred in the performance of their official duties.

(B) NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SION OF LAWOR THE PROVISIONS OF
ANY APPO NTMENT BY THE GOVERNOR, THE TERMS OF ALL MEMBERS SERVI NG AS
SUCH AS OF MARCH THI RTY- FI RST, TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN, OR ON THE EFFECTI VE
DATE OF TH S PARAGRAPH, WHI CHEVER DATE |S LATER, SHALL | MVEDI ATELY
TERM NATE, EXCEPT THAT SUCH MEMBERS SHALL CONTI NUE TO SERVE UNTIL THEIR
SUCCESSORS ARE APPO NTED AND HAVE QUALI FI ED.

(© ANY MEMBER APPO NTED SHALL HAVE EXPERI ENCE IN ONE OR MORE OF THE
FOLLON NG AREAS: TRANSPORTATI ON, BUSI NESS MANAGEMENT, FI NANCE, ACCOUNT-
| NG OR MANAGEMENT OF LARGE CAPI TAL PRQJECTS.

(D) TWO MEMBERS OF THE BOARD APPO NTED ON OR AFTER APRIL FIRST, TWO
THOUSAND FI FTEEN, SHALL BE APPO NTED TO TERMS OF THREE YEARS; TWO OTHER
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL BE APPO NTED TO TERMS OF FOUR YEARS; AND TWOD
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL BE APPO NTED TO TERMS OF FIVE YEARS,
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT SUCH MEMBERS SHALL CONTI NUE TO SERVE AFTER THE
END OF THEI R TERVS UNTI L THEI R SUCCESSORS ARE APPO NTED AND HAVE QUALI -
FI ED, AND PROVI DED FURTHER THAT NOTW THSTANDI NG THE TERM TO WH CH ANY
SUCH MEMBER SHALL HAVE BEEN APPO NTED SUCH A CONTI NUATI ON OF THE TERM OF
A MEMBER SHALL NOT REQUI RE CONFI RVATI ON BY THE SENATE.

S 4. Section 11 of the transportation |aw, as anended by chapter 460
of the laws of 1971, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 11. Departnent of transportation; conm ssioner. There shall be in
the state government a departnent of transportation. The head of the
departnment shall be the comm ssioner of transportation, who shall be

appointed by the governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
senate, and hold office until the end of the term of the governor by
whom he was appointed and until his successor is appointed and has qual -
i fied.

The comm ssioner of transportation shall have sole charge of the
adm ni stration of the department AND THE NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORI -
TY ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO TITLE NINE OF ARTICLE TWO OF THE PUBLIC
AUTHORI TIES LAW THE COW SSI ONER OF TRANSPORTATI ON SHALL SERVE AS A
MEMBER AND CHAI R OF THE THRUWAY AUTHORI TY BOARD ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON THREE HUNDRED FI FTY- TWO OF THE PUBLI C AUTHORI TI ES LAW

S 5. The transportation |law is anended by adding a new section 23 to
read as foll ows:

S 23. NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORI TY ADM NI STRATION AND OVERSI GHT.
1. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH A PLAN TO MERGE THE OPERATI ONS OF
THE THRUWAY AUTHORITY WTH THAT OF THE DEPARTMENT AND CONSOLI DATE
SERVI CES WHERE APPROPRI ATE, PROVI DED THAT NO EMPLOYEE OF THE AUTHORI TY
OR THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE TERM NATED AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE MERCGER
THE COW SSIONER SHALL SUBM T A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR AND LEG SLATURE
W THI N ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI' S SECTI ON.
THE REPORT SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE,
THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE
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M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE CHAI R AND RANKI NG M NORI TY MEMBER
OF THE SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE, THE CHAI R AND RANKING M NORITY MEMBER
OF THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE, THE CHAI RS AND RANKI NG M NORI -
TY MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY CORPORATI ONS, AUTHORI TI ES AND
COW SSI ONS COW TTEES, AND THE CHAI RS AND RANKI NG M NORITY MEMBERS OF
THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATI ON COVWM TTEES.

2. (A THE COW SSI ONER SHALL, W THI N SI XTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTI VE DATE
O THI'S SECTION, AND EVERY THREE YEARS THEREAFTER, CONTRACT WTH A
CERTI FI ED PUBLI C ACCOUNTI NG FI RM FOR THE PROVI SION OF AN | NDEPENDENT,
COVWPREHENSI VE, FORENSI C AUDI T OF THE THRUWAY AUTHORI TY. SUCH AUDI T SHALL
BE PERFORMED | N ACCORDANCE W TH GENERALLY ACCEPTED GOVERNMENT AUDI Tl NG
STANDARDS.

(B) THE CERTI FI ED | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ACCOUNTING FIRM PROVID NG THE
| NDEPENDENT, COWPREHENSI VE, FORENSIC AUDIT OF THE THRUWAY AUTHORI TY
SHALL BE PRCHI BI TED FROM PROVI DI NG AUDI T SERVI CES | F THE LEAD OR COORDI -
NATI NG AUDI T PARTNER, HAVI NG PRI MARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE AUD T, OR
THE AUDIT PARTNER RESPONSIBLE FOR REVIEWNG THE AUDI T, HAS PERFORMED
AUDI T SERVI CES FOR THE AUTHORI TY WTHI N ANY OF THE TEN PREVI OQUS FI SCAL
YEARS OF THE AUTHORI TY.

(© THE CERTIFIED | NDEPENDENT ACCOUNTI NG FI RM PERFORM NG THE AUDI T
PURSUANT TO THI' S SECTI ON SHALL BE PROHI Bl TED FROM PERFORM NG ANY NON- AU
DI T SERVI CES FOR THE AUTHORI TY CONTEMPORANEQUSLY W TH THE AUDI T.

(D) IT SHALL BE PROH BITED FOR THE CERTIFIED | NDEPENDENT PUBLIC
ACCOUNTING FIRM TO PERFORM ANY AUDIT SERVICE | F THE CH EF EXECUTI VE
OFFI CER, COWTROLLER, CHI EF FI NANCI AL OFFI CER, CHI EF ACCOUNTI NG OFFI CER
OR ANY OTHER PERSON SERVI NG | N AN EQUI VALENT POSI TION I N THE AUTHORI TY
WAS AN EMPLOYEE, CONSULTANT OR | NDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OF THAT CERTI FI ED
| NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ACCOUNTI NG FI RM AND PARTI Cl PATED I N ANY CAPACI TY I N
THE AUDI T OF THE AUTHORI TY AT ANY TIME | N THE PAST.

(E) THE CERTI FI ED | NDEPENDENT PUBLI C ACCOUNTI NG FIRM CONTRACTED TO
PERFORM THE | NDEPENDENT, COWMPREHENSI VE, FORENSI C AUDI T OF THE THRUWAY
AUTHORI TY SHALL, WTHIN ONE YEAR OF THE INTIATION OF THE CONTRACT,
REPORT | TS FINDINGS, CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE GOVERNOR,
THE STATE COVPTROLLER, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, THE SPEAK-
ER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE M NORITY
LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE CHAI R AND RANKI NG M NORI TY MEMBER OF THE
SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE, THE CHAI R AND RANKI NG M NORI TY MEMBER OF THE
ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS COW TTEE, THE CHAI RS AND RANKI NG M NORI TY
MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND THE ASSEMBLY CORPORATI ONS, AUTHORI TIES AND
COW SSI ONS COW TTEES, AND THE CHAI RS AND RANKI NG M NORI TY MEMBERS OF
THE SENATE AND THE ASSEMBLY TRANSPORTATI ON COWM TTEES.

S 6. Section 360 of the public authorities |law, as amended by chapter
766 of the |aws of 1992, is anmended to read as foll ows:

S 360. Qperation and nmaintenance. Operation and mai ntenance by the
authority of any thruway section or connection or any part thereof or of
a hi ghway connection, the New York state canal systemof which it has
assumed jurisdiction shall be perforned (a) by the use of authority
forces and equi prent at the expense of the authority or by agreenent at
the expense of the state or other parties; (b) by contract wi th munici-
palities or independent contractors; (c) at the request of the [authori-
ty] COW SSI ONER, by the [comm ssioner and his subordinates in the
departnment of transportation as agents for,] AUTHORITY and at the
expense of the authority, or (d) by a conbination of such nethods.

S 7. Section 363 of the public authorities |law, as amended by chapter
766 of the |aws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:
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S 363. Annual report. The authority shall submt to the governor, to
the [l egislature, to] SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT
OF THE SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE, THE M NORI TY LEADER OF
THE ASSEMBLY, THE SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE, THE ASSEMBLY WAYS AND MEANS
COMWM TTEE, the conptroller and to the director of the budget on or
before the first day of February of each year a detailed report setting
forth its [operations and] fiscal transactions during the preceding
cal endar year with a statenment of its financial condition as of the end
of such year and a statenment of all receipts and expenditures during
such year. Such report shall include detailed information relating to
addi tional expenditures incurred by the authority as a result of the
amendnents nmade to subdivision four of section three hundred fifty-nine
of this [chapter] TITLE pursuant to the chapter of the | aws of nineteen
hundred ni nety-two which enacted this sentence.

S 8. Section 14 of the transportation |law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 13-a to read as foll ows:

13-A. AS PART OF THE DEPARTMENT' S ANNUAL BUDGET REQUEST, TO | NCLUDE
ANY REQUESTS FOR THRUWAY AUTHORI TY TOLL | NCREASES AND JUSTI FI CATION FOR
SUCH | NCREASES.

S 9. This act shall take effect imediately.



