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STATE OF NEW YORK

5267
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 17, 2015

Introduced by M of A WEPRIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Corporations, Authorities and Conmm ssions

AN ACT to anmend the public authorities law, in relation to the board of
the netropolitan transportation authority; and in relation to the
establishment of the nmetropolitan transit authority riders' counci
for people with disabilities

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subparagraphs 1 and 2 of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of
section 1263 of the public authorities |aw, subparagraph 1 as anended by
section 3 of part H of chapter 25 of the |aws of 2009 and subparagraph 2
as anended by chapter 549 of the |aws of 1994, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) There is hereby created the "netropolitan transportation authori-
ty." The authority shall be a body corporate and politic constituting a
public benefit corporation. The authority shall consist of TWENTY-FOUR
MEMBERS AND SHALL | NCLUDE a [chairman] CHAI RPERSQN, si xteen other voting
menbers, and [two] THREE non-voting and four alternate non-voting
menbers, as described in subparagraph two of this paragraph appoi nted by
the governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate. Any
menber appointed to a termcomencing on or after June thirtieth, two
t housand ni ne shall have experience in one or nore of the follow ng
ar eas: transportation, public admnistration, business nanagenent,
fi nance, accounting, law, engineering, land wuse, urban and regiona
pl anni ng, managenent of |arge capital projects, |abor relations, or have
experience in some other area of activity central to the m ssion of the
authority. Four of the sixteen voting nenbers other than the [chairman]
CHAI RPERSON shall be appointed on the witten recommendati on of the
mayor of the city of New York; and each of seven other voting nenbers
ot her than the [chairman] CHAI RPERSON shal |l be appointed after selection
from a witten list of three recommendations fromthe chief executive
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of ficer of the county in which the particular nmenber is required to
reside pursuant to the provisions of this subdivision. O the nenbers
appoi nted on recomendati on of the chief executive officer of a county,
one such nenber shall be, at the tinme of appointnent, a resident of the
county of Nassau, one a resident of the county of Suffolk, one a resi-
dent of the county of Wstchester, one a resident of the county of
Dut chess, one a resident of the county of Orange, one a resident of the
county of Putnam and one a resident of the county of Rockland, provided
that the termof any nmenber who is a resident of a county that has wth-
drawn fromthe metropolitan commuter transportation district pursuant to
section twelve hundred seventy-nine-b of this [article] TITLE shal
term nate upon the effective date of such county's w thdrawal from such
district. O the five voting nenbers, other than the [chairman] CHAIR-
PERSON, appoi nted by the governor w thout recomendati on from any ot her
person, three shall be, at the tine of appointnent, residents of the
city of New York and two shall be, at the tinme of appointnment, residents
of such city or of any of the aforenmentioned counties in the netropol -
itan conmmuter transportation district. The [chairman] CHAI RPERSON and
each of the nenbers shall be appointed for a termof six years, provided
however, that the [chairnman] CHAI RPERSON first appoi nted shall serve for
a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-one, provided that
thirty days after the effective date of [the] chapter TWENTY-FI VE of the
| aws of two thousand nine [which anended this subparagraph], the term of
the [chairman] CHAI RPERSON shall expire; provided, further, that such
[ chai rman] CHAI RPERSON may continue to discharge the duties of his or
her office wuntil the position of [chairman] CHAIRPERSON is filled by
appoi nt nent by the governor upon the advice and consent of the senate
and the term of such new [chairman] CHAI RPERSON shall term nate June
thirtieth, two thousand fifteen. The sixteen other nenbers first
appointed shall serve for the following ternms: The nenbers fromthe
counties of Nassau and Westchester shall each serve for a term ending
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-five; the nenbers fromthe coun-
ty of Suffolk and from the counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam and
Rockl and shall each serve for a term ending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ninety-two; two of the nenbers appointed on recommendati on of
the mayor of the city of New York shall each serve for a term ending
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-four and, two shall each serve
for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-one; tw of
the nmenbers appointed by the governor w thout the recomrendati on of any
ot her person shall each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen
hundred ei ghty-two, two shall each serve for a termending June thirti-
eth, nineteen hundred eighty and one shall serve for a term ending June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-five. The two non-voting and four
alternate non-voting nmenbers shall serve until January first, two thou-
sand one. The nenbers fromthe counties of Dutchess, Orange, Putnam and
Rockl and shall cast one collective vote.

(2) There shall be [two] THREE non-voting nenbers and four alternate
non-voting nenbers of the authority, as referred to in subparagraph one
of this paragraph.

The first non-voting nmenber shall be a regular [nmass transit] user of
the MASS TRANSIT facilities of the authority and be recormmended to the
governor by the New York city transit authority advisory council. The
first alternate non-voting nmenber shall be a regular mass transit user
of the facilities of the authority and be recommended to the governor by
the Metro-North comuter council. The second alternate non-voting nenber
shall be a regular mass transit user of the facilities of the authority
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and be recoomended to the governor by the Long Island Rail Road
conmut er' s counci |

The second non-voting nmenber shall be recommended to the governor by
the | abor organi zation representing the majority of enployees of the
Long Island Rail Road. The third alternate non-voting nenber shall be
recommended to the governor by the | abor organization representing the
majority of enployees of the New York city transit authority. The fourth
alternate non-voting nmenber shall be reconmended to the governor by the
| abor organi zation representing the majority of enployees of the Metro-
North Commuter Railroad Conpany. The [chairnman] CHAI RPERSON of the
authority, at his direction, my exclude such non-voting nenber or
alternate non-voting nenber fromattending any portion of a neeting of
the authority or of any conmttee established pursuant to paragraph (b)
of subdivision four of this section held for the purpose of discussing
negoti ati ons with | abor organi zati ons.

The non-voting nenber and the two alternate non-voting nmenbers repres-
enting the New York [York] city transit authority advisory council, the
Metro-North conmuter council, and the Long Island Rail Road commuter's
council shall serve eighteen nonth rotating terns, after which tinme an
alternate non-voting nenber shall becone the non-voting nenber and the
rotation shall continue until each alternate nmenber has served at | east
one eighteen nonth term as a non-voting nenber. The other non-voting
menber and alternate non-voting nmenbers representing the New York city
transit authority, Metro-North Commuter Railroad Conpany, and the Long
I sl and Rail Road | abor organi zati ons shall serve eighteen nonth rotating
ternms, after which tinme an alternate non-voting nenber shall becone the
non-voting nmenber and the rotation shall continue until each alternate
menber has served at |east one eighteen nonth term as a non-voting
menber. The transit authority and the comuter railroads shall not be
represented concurrently by the two non-voting nenbers during any such
ei ghteen nonth peri od.

THE THI RD NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE A REGULAR USER OF THE MASS TRANS-
| T FACILITIES OF THE AUTHORI TY AND BE RECOVMENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY THE
METROPCLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON  AUTHORI TY RIDERS' COUNCI L FOR PECPLE W TH
Dl SABI LI TIES AND SHALL SERVE AN ElI GHTEEN MONTH TERM

S 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 1263 of the public
authorities |law, as anmended by section 4 of part H of chapter 25 of the
| aws of 2009, is anended to read as foll ows:

(a) (1) There is hereby created the "netropolitan transportation
authority." The authority shall be a body corporate and politic consti-
tuting a public benefit corporation. The authority shall consist of a
[chairman and] CHAI RPERSON, sixteen other VOII NG nenbers appoi nted by
t he governor by and with the advice and consent of the senate, AND THREE
NON- VOTI NG AND FOUR ALTERNATE NONVOTING MEMBERS, AS DESCRIBED |IN
SUBPARAGRAPH TWO OF THI S PARAGRAPH APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR BY AND W TH
THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE. Any nenber appointed to a term
commenci ng on or after June thirtieth, tw thousand nine shall have
experience in one or nore of the follow ng areas of expertise: trans-
portation, public adm nistration, business managenent, finance, account-
i ng, |law, engineering, |and use, urban and regional planning, nanagenent
of large capital projects, |abor relations, or have experience in sone
other area of activity central to the mssion of the authority. Four of
the sixteen nenbers other than the [chairman] CHAI RPERSON shall be
appointed on the witten recomendati on of the mayor of the city of New
York; and each of seven other nenbers other than the [chairman] CHAIR-
PERSON shall be appointed after selection froma witten |ist of three
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recommendati ons fromthe chief executive officer of the county in which
the particular nenber is required to reside pursuant to the provisions
of this subdivision. O the nmenbers appoi nted on reconmendation of the
chief executive officer of a county, one such nenber shall be, at the
time of appointnent, a resident of the county of Nassau; one a resident
of the county of Suffolk; one a resident of the county of Wstchester;
and one a resident of the county of Dutchess, one a resident of the
county of Orange, one a resident of the county of Putnam and one a resi-
dent of the county of Rockland, provided that the term of any nenber who
is a resident of a county that has withdrawn fromthe netropolitan
commut er transportation district pursuant to section twelve hundred
seventy-nine-b of this [article] TITLE shall term nate upon the effec-
tive date of such county's withdrawal from such district. O the five
menbers, other than the [chairnman] CHAI RPERSON, appoi nted by the gover-
nor w thout recomrendation from any other person, three shall be, at the
time of appointnent, residents of the city of New York and two shall be,
at the tinme of appointnment, residents of such city or of any of the
af orenenti oned counties in the nmetropolitan commuter transportation
di strict. The [chairnman] CHAI RPERSON and each of the nmenbers shall be
appointed for a termof six years, provided however, that the [chairman]
CHAI RPERSON first appointed shall serve for a termending June thirti-
eth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-one, provided that thirty days after the
effective date of [the] chapter TWENTY-FIVE of the |laws of two thousand
nine [whi ch anended this paragraph], the termof the [chairman] CHAIR-
PERSON shal | expire; provided, further, that such [chairman] CHAI RPERSON
may continue to discharge the duties of his office until the position of
[ chai rman] CHAI RPERSON is filled by appoi ntment by the governor upon the
advice and consent of the senate and the term of such new [ chairman]
CHAlI RPERSON shal | term nate June thirtieth, two thousand fifteen. The
sixteen other nenbers first appointed shall serve for the foll ow ng
terns: The menbers fromthe counties of Nassau and Wstchester shal
each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-
five; the nmenbers fromthe county of Suffolk and from the counties of
Dut chess, Orange, Putnam and Rockl and shall each serve for a term endi ng
June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ninety-two; two of the nenbers
appoi nted on recomendati on of the mayor of the city of New York shal
each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-
four and, two shall each serve for a termending June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred eighty-one; two of the nenbers appointed by the governor
wi t hout the recommendati on of any other person shall each serve for a
term ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred ei ghty-two, two shall each
serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty and one
shall serve for a termending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred eighty-
five. The nmenbers fromthe counties of Dutchess, Oange, Putnam and
Rockl and shall cast one collective vote.

(2) THERE SHALL BE THREE NON VOTING MEMBERS AND FOUR ALTERNATE
NON- VOTI NG MEMBERS OF THE AUTHORI TY, AS REFERRED TO | N SUBPARAGRAPH ONE
OF TH S PARAGRAPH

THE FI RST NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE A REGULAR USER OF THE MASS TRANS-
| T FACILITIES OF THE AUTHORI TY AND BE RECOVMENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY THE
NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT AUTHORI TY ADVI SORY COUNCI L. THE FI RST ALTERNATE
NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE A REGULAR MASS TRANSI T USER OF THE FACI LI TI ES
OF THE AUTHORI TY AND BE RECOVMMENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY THE METRO NORTH
COMWUTER COUNCI L. THE SECOND ALTERNATE NON- VOTING MEMBER SHALL BE A
REGULAR MASS TRANSI T USER OF THE FACILITIES OF THE AUTHORITY AND BE
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RECOWENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY THE LONG | SLAND RAI L ROAD COWUTER S
COUNCI L.

THE SECOND NON VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE RECOMVENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY
THE LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON REPRESENTI NG THE MAJORITY OF EMPLOYEES OF THE
LONG |SLAND RAIL ROAD. THE TH RD ALTERNATE NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE
RECOVMMENDED TO THE GOVERNCOR BY THE LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON REPRESENTI NG THE
MAJORI TY OF EMPLOYEES OF THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY. THE FOURTH
ALTERNATE NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE RECOMMENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY THE
LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON REPRESENTI NG THE MAJORI TY OF EMPLOYEES OF THE METRO
NORTH COVWMUTER RAILROAD COVPANY. THE CHAI RPERSON OF THE AUTHORI TY, AT
H S DI RECTI ON, MAY EXCLUDE SUCH NON- VOTI NG MEMBER OR ALTERNATE NON- VOT-
I NG MEMBER FROM ATTENDI NG ANY PORTI ON OF A MEETI NG OF THE AUTHORI TY OR
OF ANY COW TTEE ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SION
FOUR OF THI'S SECTION HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DI SCUSSI NG NEGOTI ATI ONS
W TH LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS.

THE NON- VOTI NG MEMBER AND THE TWO ALTERNATE NON- VOTI NG MEMBERS REPRES-
ENTI NG THE NEW YORK CI TY TRANSI T AUTHORI TY ADVI SORY COUNCI L, THE METRO
NORTH COMMUTER COUNCI L, AND THE LONG | SLAND RAI L ROAD COMMUTER S COUNCI L
SHALL SERVE ElI GHTEEN MONTH ROTATI NG TERMS, AFTER WHI CH TI ME AN ALTERNATE
NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BECOVE THE NON- VOTI NG MEMBER AND THE ROTATI ON
SHALL CONTI NUE UNTI L EACH ALTERNATE MEMBER HAS SERVED AT LEAST ONE ElI GH
TEEN MONTH TERM AS A NON- VOTI NG MEMBER. THE OTHER NON- VOTI NG MEMBER AND
ALTERNATE NON-VOTI NG MEMBERS REPRESENTING THE NEW YORK CITY TRANSIT
AUTHORI TY, METRO NORTH COMWMUTER RAI LROAD COVPANY, AND THE LONG | SLAND
RAI L ROAD LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS SHALL SERVE ElI GHTEEN MONTH ROTATI NG TERMS,
AFTER WHICH TIME AN ALTERNATE NON VOTING MEMBER SHALL BECOVE THE
NON- VOTI NG MEMBER AND THE ROTATI ON SHALL CONTI NUE UNTIL EACH ALTERNATE
MEMBER HAS SERVED AT LEAST ONE EIGHTEEN MONTH TERM AS A NON- VOTI NG
MEMBER. THE TRANSI T AUTHORI TY AND THE COMMUTER RAI LROADS SHALL NOT BE
REPRESENTED CONCURRENTLY BY THE TWO NON- VOTI NG MEMBERS DURI NG ANY SUCH
El GHTEEN MONTH PERI OD.

THE THI RD NON- VOTI NG MEMBER SHALL BE A REGULAR USER OF THE MASS TRANS-
| T FACILITIES OF THE AUTHORI TY AND BE RECOVMENDED TO THE GOVERNOR BY THE
METROPCLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY RIDERS' COUNCIL FOR PEOPLE W TH
DI SABI LI TIES AND SHALL SERVE AN ElI GHTEEN MONTH TERM

S 3. The public authorities law is anmended by addi ng a new section
1266-k to read as foll ows:

S 1266- K. METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORITY RIDERS COUNCIL FOR
PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI TIES. 1. THERE | S HEREBY CREATED THE " METROPCLI TAN
TRANSI T AUTHORI TY RIDERS COUNCIL FOR PECPLE WTH DI SABILITIES", TO
STUDY, | NVESTI GATE, MONI TOR, AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS W TH RESPECT TO
THE ACCOVMODATI ON OF THE NEEDS AND CONVENI ENCE OF PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI -
TIES TO THE METROPCLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON AUTHORI TY AND | TS SUBSI DI ARl ES
W TH N THE METROPOLI TAN COVMUTER TRANSPORTATI ON DI STRI CT. SUCH COUNCI L
SHALL STUDY AND | NVESTI GATE ALL ASPECTS OF THE DAY- TO- DAY OPERATI ONS OF
SUCH AUTHORI TY AND I TS SUBSIDI ARIES, MONITOR THEIR PERFORMANCE, AND
RECOVMMEND CHANGES TO | MPROVE THE EFFI Cl ENCY OF THE OPERATI ON THERECF ALL
W TH RESPECT TO THE ACCOVMODATI ON OF THE NEEDS AND CONVENI ENCE OF PEOPLE
W TH DI SABI LI Tl ES.

2. SUCH COUNCIL SHALL CONSI ST OF FI FTEEN MEMBERS WHO SHALL BE COVMJ
TERS WHO REGULARLY USE THE TRANSPORTATI ON SERVI CES OF SUCH AUTHORI Tl ES
AND WHO ARE PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TIES AS DEFI NED | N ANY APPLI| CABLE STATE
OR FEDERAL LAW EACH MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE
UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE MAYOR OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK; ONE UPON
THE RECOMMVENDATI ON OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK; ONE UPON THE RECOMMENDATI ON OF THE NEW YORK STATE COWVPTROLLER;
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FI VE OTHER MEMBERS UPON THE RECOWMMENDATI ON OF EACH OF THE BOROUGH PRESI -
DENTS OF THE BOROUGHS OF THE CI TY OF NEW YORK; ONE UPON THE RECOMVENDA-
TION BY THE COUNTY EXECUTI VE OF NASSAU;, ONE UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON BY
THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE OF SUFFOLK; ONE UPON THE RECOMIVENDATI ON BY THE
COUNTY EXECUTI VE OF WESTCHESTER, ONE UPON THE RECOWMENDATION BY THE
COUNTY EXECUTI VE OF ROCKLAND;, ONE UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON BY THE COUNTY
EXECUTI VE OF PUTNAM ONE UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON BY THE COUNTY EXECUTI VE
OF DUTCHESS; AND ONE UPON THE RECOVMENDATI ON BY THE COUNTY EXECUTI VE OF
ORANGE. THE CHAIR SHALL BE A MEMBER SELECTED BY THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE
COW TTEE. EACH OF THE MEMBERS SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF TWD VYEARS.
VACANCI ES THAT OCCUR OTHER THAN BY EXPI RATI ON OF TERM SHALL BE FI LLED I N
THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENTS FOR THE BALANCE OF THE
UNEXPI RED TERM

3. THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L SHALL RECEI VE NO COVWPENSATI ON FOR THEIR
SERVI CES BUT SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR ACTUAL AND NECESSARY EXPENSES
| NCURRED | N THE PERFORMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.

4. TO THE EXTENT THAT ANY FUNDS ARE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE COUNCI L FOR
THE PURPOSES OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON, THE COUNCI L MAY PROVI DE RESOURCES AS
ARE NECESSARY TO PROVI DE SUPPORT SERVI CES TO THE COUNCI L AS NECESSARY OR
CONVENI ENT TO ALLOW MEMBERS TO PERFORM THEI R DUTI ES | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT
LI M TED TO, TRANSPORTATI ON, TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS AND ACCESSI BLE TECHNOLOGY
SUPPORT, AND MAY EMPLOY ADDI TI ONAL STAFF AND CONSULTANTS AND | NCUR OTHER
EXPENSES TO CARRY QUT I TS DUTIES, TO BE PAI D FROM AMOUNTS WH CH MAY BE
MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE COUNCI L FOR SUCH PURPCSE.

5. THE COUNCI L MAY REQUEST AND SHALL RECEIVE FROM ANY DEPARTMENT,
DI VISION, BOARD, BUREAU, COWM SSION, AGENCY, PUBLIC AUTHORI TY OF THE
STATE OR ANY PCLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON THEREOF SUCH ASSI STANCE AND DATA AS
W LL ENABLE |T PROPERLY TO CARRY QUT I TS ACTIVITIES UNDER THI S SECTI ON
AND EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES SET FORTH I N THI S SECTI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that the anend-
nment to subparagraphs 1 and 2 of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of
section 1263 of the public authorities | aw nade by section one of this
act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of such paragraph
pursuant to chapter 549 of the |aws of 1994 as anmended, when upon such
date the provisions of section two of this act shall take effect.



