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STATE OF NEW YORK

5261--B
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 13, 2015

Introduced by M of A PAULIN, DINOWTZ, GALEF, ZEBROWSKI, GOTTFRI ED,
BLAKE -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRAUNSTEIN, CROUCH, DUPREY,

SKARTADOS -- read once and referred to the Commttee on Health --
commttee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said commttee -- again reported fromsaid comittee

wi th anendnents, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted to said
conmittee

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to patient self-det-
erm nation at end of life

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health lawis anended by adding a new article
28-F to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 28-F
PATI ENT SELF- DETERM NATI ON ACT
SECTI ON 2899-D. DEFI NI TI ONS.
2899-E. WRI TTEN REQUEST FOR MEDI CATI ON.
2899-F. WRI TTEN REQUEST SI GNED AND W TNESSED
2899- G ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN RESPONSI BI LI Tl ES.
2899- H COUNSELI NG REFERRAL.
2899-1. MEDI CAL RECORD DOCUMENTATI ON REQUI REMENTS.
2899-J. RESI DENCY REQUI REMENT.
2899- K. RI GHT TO | NFORMATI ON.
2899-L. | MMUNITY.
2899-M NOT SUI Cl DE; NO DUTY TO Al D.
2899-N. LI M TATI ONS ON ACTI ONS.
2899- O HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY EXCEPTI ONS
2899- P. EFFECT ON CONSTRUCTI ON OF WLLS, CONTRACTS AND STATUTES.
2899- Q | NSURANCE POLI CI ES; PROH BI TI ONS
2899- R PROTECTI ON OF PATI ENT CHO CE AT END OF LI FE.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2899-S. SAFE DI SPOSAL OF UNUSED MEDI CATI ONS.
2899-T. DEATH CERTI FI CATE.

2899- U. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTI ON.

2899-V. SEVERABI LI TY.

S 2899-D. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE:

1. "ADULT" MEANS AN |INDIVIDUAL WHO |S TVENTY-ONE YEARS OF ACE OR
OLDER.

2. "ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN' MEANS THE PHYSI CI AN WHO HAS PRI MARY RESPONSI -
BILITY FOR THE CARE OF THE PATI ENT AND TREATMENT OF THE PATI ENT' S TERM -
NAL DI SEASE.

3. "BONA FI DE PHYSI Cl AN- PATI ENT  RELATI ONSHI P*  MEANS A TREATING OR
CONSULTI NG RELATIONSHI P I N THE COURSE OF WHI CH A PHYSI Cl AN HAS COVPLETED
A FULL ASSESSMENT OF THE PATI ENT' S MEDI CAL H STORY AND CURRENT MEDI CAL
CONDI T1 ON, | NCLUDI NG A PERSONAL PHYSI CAL EXAM NATI ON.

4. " CAPABLE" MEANS THAT A PATI ENT HAS THE ABI LI TY TO UNDERSTAND, MAKE
AND COVMUNI CATE HEALTH CARE DECI SI ONS TO A PHYSI Cl AN, | NCLUDI NG COVMUNI -
CATI ON THROUGH PERSONS FAM LI AR W TH THE PATI ENT' S MANNER OF COVMUNI CAT-
I NG | F THOSE PERSONS ARE AVAI LABLE.

5. "COUNSELI NG' MEANS ONE OR MORE CONSULTATI ONS AS NECESSARY BETWEEN A
STATE LICENSED PSYCH ATRIST OR PSYCHOLOd ST AND A PATIENT FOR THE
PURPOSE OF DETERM NI NG THAT THE PATIENT |S CAPABLE AND NOI' SUFFERI NG
FROM A PSYCH ATRIC OR PSYCHOLOG CAL DI SORDER OR DEPRESSI ON CAUSI NG
| MPAI RED JUDGVENT.

6. "HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY" SHALL | NCLUDE HOSPI TALS, NURSI NG HOVES AND
RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE FACI LI TIES AS DEFI NED | N SECTI ON TWENTY- EI GHT
HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAPTER.

7. "HEALTH CARE PROVI DER" MEANS A PERSON, PARTNERSH P, CORPORATI ON,
FACI LI TY, OR INSTITUTION, LICENSED OR CERTIFI ED OR AUTHORI ZED BY LAW TO
ADM NI STER HEALTH CARE OR DI SPENSE MEDI CATI ON I N THE ORDI NARY COURSE OF
BUSI NESS OR PRACTI CE OF A PROFESSI ON.

8. "IMPAIRED JUDGVENT" MEANS THAT A PERSON DOES NOT SUFFI Cl ENTLY
UNDERSTAND OR APPRECI ATE THE RELEVANT FACTS NECESSARY TO MAKE AN
I NFORMED DECI SI ON.

9. "PALLI ATI VE CARE" MEANS HEALTH CARE TREATMENT, | NCLUDI NG | NTERDI S-
Cl PLI NARY END- OF- LI FE CARE, AND CONSULTATI ON WTH PATI ENTS AND FAM LY
MEMBERS, TO PREVENT OR RELIEVE PAIN AND SUFFERI NG AND TO ENHANCE THE
PATI ENT' S QUALI TY OF LI FE, | NCLUDI NG HOSPI CE CARE UNDER ARTI CLE FORTY OF
TH S CHAPTER.

10. " PATI ENT" MEANS A PERSON WHO IS TVENTY- ONE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER,
A RESI DENT OF NEW YORK STATE, AND UNDER THE CARE OF A PHYSI CI AN.

11. "PHYSI Cl AN' MEANS AN | NDI VI DUAL LI CENSED TO PRACTI CE MEDI CI NE I N
NEW YORK STATE.

12. "TERM NAL | LLNESS OR CONDI TION' MEANS AN |LLNESS OR CONDI Tl ON
VWH CH CAN REASONABLY BE EXPECTED TO CAUSE DEATH W THI N SI X MONTHS,
VWHETHER OR NOT TREATMENT | S PROVI DED.

S 2899-E. WRI TTEN REQUEST FOR MEDI CATI ON. 1. AN ADULT WHO IS CAPABLE,
IS A RESIDENT OF TH S STATE AND HAS BEEN DETERM NED BY THE ATTENDI NG
PHYSI CI AN AND CONSULTI NG PHYSICIAN TO BE SUFFERING FROM A TERM NAL
I LLNESS OR CONDI TI ON, AND WHO HAS VOLUNTARI LY EXPRESSED H'S OR HER W SH
TO DIE, MAY MAKE A WRI TTEN REQUEST FOR MEDI CATION FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ENDING HS OR HER LIFE IN A HUVANE AND DI GNI FI ED MANNER | N ACCORDANCE
WTH THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. NO PERSON SHALL QUALIFY UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE SOLELY
BECAUSE OF AGE OR DI SABI LITY.

S 2899-F. WRI TTEN REQUEST SI GNED AND W TNESSED. 1. A VALI D REQUEST FOR
VEDI CATI ON UNDER THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE I'N SUCH FORM AS
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PRESCRI BED BY THE DEPARTMENT, SIGNED AND DATED BY THE PATIENT AND
W TNESSED BY AT LEAST TWO |[|ND VIDUALS WHO, I N THE PRESENCE OF THE
PATI ENT, ATTEST THAT TO THE BEST OF THEIR KNOAMEDGE AND BELIEF THE
PATI ENT | S CAPABLE, ACTI NG VOLUNTARI LY, AND IS NOT BEI NG CCERCED TO S| GN
THE REQUEST.

2. ONE OF THE W TNESSES SHALL BE A PERSON WHO | S NOT:

(A) A RELATI VE OF THE PATI ENT BY BLOOD, NMARRI AGE OR ADOCPTI ON;

(B) A PERSON WHO AT THE TI ME THE REQUEST | S SI GNED WOULD BE ENTI TLED
TO ANY PORTI ON OF THE ESTATE OF THE PATI ENT UPON DEATH UNDER ANY WLL OR
BY OPERATI ON OF LAW OR

(© AN OMNER, OPERATOR OR EMPLOYEE OF A HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY WHERE THE
PATI ENT | S RECEI VI NG MEDI CAL TREATMENT OR IS A RESI DENT.

3. THE PATI ENT' S ATTENDI NG PHYSI CIl AN AT THE TI ME THE REQUEST | S SI GNED
SHALL NOT BE A W TNESS.

S 2899-G  ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN RESPONSIBILITIES. 1. THE ATTENDI NG
PHYSI CI AN SHALL:

(A) MAKE THE DETERM NATI ON OF WHETHER A PATI ENT HAS A TERM NAL | LLNESS
OR CONDI TI ON, IS CAPABLE, AND HAS MADE THE REQUEST VOLUNTARILY;

(B) REQUEST THAT THE PATI ENT DEMONSTRATE NEW YORK STATE RESI DENCY;

(© REFER THE PATIENT FOR COUNSELING |F APPROPRI ATE, PURSUANT TO
SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED NI NETY-NINE-H OF TH S ARTI CLE; AND

(D) FULFILL THE MEDI CAL RECORD DOCUMENTATI ON REQUI REMENTS COF SECTI ON
TWENTY- EI GHT HUNDRED NI NETY-NI NE-1 OF THI S ARTI CLE.

2. SUBJECT TO SECTI ON TWENTY- El GHT HUNDRED NI NETY-NI NE-H OF THI S ARTI -
CLE, AN ATTENDI NG PHYSI CIl AN WHO MAKES THE DETERM NATI ON THAT THE PATI ENT
HAS A TERM NAL | LLNESS OR CONDI TI ON, 1S CAPABLE AND HAS MADE A REQUEST
FOR MEDI CATI ON AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON TWENTY- EI GHT HUNDRED NI NETY- NI NE- E
OF TH S ARTI CLE, THE ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN SHALL El THER:

(A) DI SPENSE THE MEDI CATI ON DI RECTLY, | NCLUDI NG ANCI LLARY MEDI CATI ON
I NTENDED TO FACILITATE THE DESIRED EFFECT TO M NIM ZE THE PATI ENT' S
DI SCOMFORT, PROVI DED THE ATTENDI NG PHYSI CIl AN HAS A CURRENT DRUG ENFCORCE-
VENT ADM NI STRATI ON CERTI FI CATE AND COVPLI ES W TH ANY APPLI CABLE RULE OR
REGULATI ON; OR

(B) WTH THE PATI ENT' S WRI TTEN CONSENT:

(1) CONTACT A PHARVACIST AND INFORM THE PHARVACIST OF THE
PRESCRI PTI ON;, AND

(1) DELIVER THE WRI TTEN PRESCRI PTI ON PERSONALLY OR BY MAIL TO THE
PHARVACI ST, WHO W LL DI SPENSE THE MEDI CATI ONS TO EI THER THE PATI ENT, THE
ATTENDI NG PHYSI Cl AN OR AN EXPRESSLY | DENTI FI ED AGENT OF THE PATI ENT.

S 2899-H COUNSELI NG REFERRAL. ITF IN THE OPINION OF THE ATTENDI NG
PHYSI CI AN A PATI ENT MAY BE SUFFERI NG FROM A PSYCHI ATRI C OR PSYCHOLOG CAL
DI SORDER OR DEPRESSI ON CAUSI NG | MPAI RED JUDGVENT, SUCH PHYSI CI AN SHALL
REFER THE PATI ENT FOR COUNSELI NG. NO MEDI CATI ON TO END A PATIENT'S LI FE
IN A HUMANE AND DI GNI FI ED MANNER SHALL BE PRESCRI BED UNTI L THE PERSON
PERFORM NG THE COUNSELI NG DETERM NES THAT THE PATIENT IS NOTI' SUFFERI NG
FROM A PSYCH ATRIC OR PSYCHOLOG CAL DI SORDER OR DEPRESSI ON CAUSI NG
| MPAI RED JUDGVENT AND | S CAPABLE.

S 2899-1. MEDI CAL RECORD DOCUMENTATI ON REQUI REMENTS. THE FOLLOW NG
SHALL BE DOCUMENTED OR FI LED I'N THE PATI ENT' S MEDI CAL RECCRD:

1. ALL ORAL REQUESTS BY A PATIENT FOR MEDI CATION TO END H' S OR HER
LIFE I N A HUMANE AND DI GNI FI ED MANNER;

2. ALL WRI TTEN REQUESTS BY A PATI ENT FOR MEDI CATION TO END H'S OR HER
LIFE I N A HUMANE AND DI GNI FI ED MANNER;

3. THE ATTENDI NG PHYSICI AN' S DI AGNCSI S AND PROGNCSI S, DETERM NATI ON
THAT THE PATI ENT |'S CAPABLE AND ACTI NG VOLUNTARI LY,
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4. A REPORT OF THE OQUTCOVE AND DETERM NATI ONS MADE DURI NG COUNSELI NG,
| F PERFORVED;, AND

5. A NOTE BY THE ATTENDI NG PHYSI CI AN | NDI CATI NG THAT ALL REQUI REMENTS
UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE HAVE BEEN MET AND | NDI CATING THE
STEPS TAKEN TO CARRY OUT THE REQUEST, | NCLUDI NG A NOTATI ON OF THE MEDI -
CATI ON PRESCRI BED.

S 2899-J. RESI DENCY REQUI REMENT. ONLY REQUESTS MADE BY NEW YORK STATE
RESI DENTS UNDER THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE GRANTED. FACTORS
DEMONSTRATI NG NEW YORK STATE RESI DENCY SHALL | NCLUDE BUT SHALL NOT BE
LIMTED TGO

1. POSSESSI ON OF A NEW YORK STATE DRI VER S LI CENSE;

2. REGQ STRATION TO VOTE | N NEW YORK STATE;

3. EVI DENCE THAT THE PERSON OMNS OR LEASES PROPERTY | N NEW YORK STATE;
OR

4. FILING OF A NEW YORK STATE TAX RETURN FOR THE MOST RECENT TAX YEAR.

S 2899-K RIGHT TO | NFORVATI ON. A PHYSI CI AN WHO ENGAGES | N DI SCUSSI ONS
W TH A PATI ENT UNDER SECTI ON TWENTY- NI NE HUNDRED NI NETY- SEVEN-C OF THI' S
CHAPTER RELATED TO THE RISKS AND BENEFITS OF PALLIATIVE CARE AND
END- OF- LI FE OPTI ONS | N THE Cl RCUMSTANCES DESCRI BED IN TH S ARTI CLE SHALL
NOT' BE CONSTRUED TO BE ASSI STI NG I N OR CONTRI BUTI NG TO A PATI ENT" S | NDE-
PENDENT DECI SION TO SELF- ADM NI STER A LETHAL DCSE OF MEDI CATI ON, AND
SUCH DI SCUSSIONS SHALL NOTI BE USED TO ESTABLISH CIVIL OR CRI M NAL
LI ABI LI TY OR PROFESSI ONAL DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON.

S 2899-L. IMVUNITY. (A A PHYSICI AN SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO ANY CIVIL
OR CRIM NAL LIABILITY OR PROFESSI ONAL DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON | F THE PHYSI -
Cl AN PRESCRI BES TO A PATIENT WTH A TERM NAL | LLNESS OR CONDI TION MEDI -
CATION TO BE SELF-ADM NI STERED FOR THE PURPOSE OF HASTENING THE
PATI ENT' S DEATH OR FOR ANY OTHER ACTI ONS PERFCORMED | N GOCD FAI TH COWPLI -
ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ARTI CLE.

(B) A PHARVACI ST SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO ANY CIVIL OR CRIM NAL LI ABI L-
I TY OR PROFESSI ONAL DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON | F THE PHARMACI ST DI SPENSES SUCH
VEDI CATI ON.

S 2899-M NOT SUI CIDE; NO DUTY TO AID. (A) A PATIENT WTH A TERM NAL
I LLNESS OR CONDI TION WHO SELF- ADM NI STERS A LETHAL DOSE OF MEDI CATI ON
PURSUANT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL NOT BE CONS|I DERED TO BE
A PERSON WHO |'S SUI Cl DAL.

(B) (1) NO PERSON SHALL BE SUBJECT TO CIVIL OR CRIMNAL LIABILITY
SOLELY FOR BEING PRESENT WHEN SUCH PATI ENT WTH A TERM NAL | LLNESS OR
CONDI TI ON SELF- ADM NI STERS A LETHAL DOSE OF MEDI CATI ON OR FOR NOT ACTI NG
TO PREVENT THE PATI ENT FROM SELF- ADM NI STERI NG A LETHAL DOSE OF MEDI CA-
TI ON.

(2) NO PERSON, WHETHER OR NOT OTHERW SE OBLI GATED BY LAW OR PROFES-
SI ONAL PRACTI CE TO DO SO, SHALL BE UNDER ANY DUTY TO RENDER ASS| STANCE
TO SUCH PATI ENT OR TO OTHERW SE ACT TO RESUSCI TATE SUCH PATI ENT AFTER HE
OR SHE SELF- ADM NI STERS A LETHAL DOSE OF MEDI CATI ON.

S 2899-N. LIMTATIONS ON ACTIONS. 1. A PHYSICI AN, NURSE, PHARMACI ST,
OR OTHER PERSON SHALL NOT BE UNDER ANY DUTY, BY LAW OR CONTRACT, TO
PARTI CI PATE IN THE PROVISION OF A LETHAL DOSE OF MEDI CATION TO A
PATI ENT, PROVI DED THAT REASONABLE EFFORTS SHALL BE MADE TO REFER THE
PATI ENT TO A PHYSI CI AN, NURSE OR PHARMACI ST WHO MAY PARTI Cl PATE I N THE
PROVI SI ON OF A LETHAL DCSE OF MEDI CATI ON TO A PATI ENT.

2. A HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY OR HEALTH CARE PROVI DER SHALL NOT SUBJECT A
PHYSI CI AN, NURSE, PHARVACI ST, OR OTHER PERSON TO DI SCI PLI NE, SUSPENSI ON,
LSS OF LICENSE, LGSS OF PRI VILEGES, OR OTHER PENALTY FOR ACTI ONS TAKEN
N GOOD FAI TH RELI ANCE ON THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI CLE OR REFUSALS TO
ACT UNDER THI S ARTI CLE.
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3. EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED HEREI'N, NOTHI NG IN TH S ARTI CLE SHALL
BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT LIABILITY FOR ClVIL DAVMAGES RESULTI NG FROM NEGLI -
GENT CONDUCT OR | NTENTI ONAL M SCONDUCT BY ANY PERSON.

S 2899-0 HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY EXCEPTI ONS. A HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY NAY
PROH BI T A PHYSI CIl AN FROM WRI TI NG A PRESCRI PTI ON FOR A DCSE OF MEDI CA-
TI ON | NTENDED TO BE LETHAL FOR A PATIENT WHO IS A RESIDENT IN I TS FACI L-
ITY AND INTENDS TO USE THE MEDI CATION ON THE FACI LI TY'S PREM SES,
PROVI DED THE FACI LI TY HAS NOTI FI ED THE PHYSI CI AN I N WRI TING OF I TS PQLI -
CY WTH REGARD TO THE PRESCRI PTI ONS. NOTW THSTANDI NG~ SECTI ON
TWENTY- EIl GHT HUNDRED N NETY-NINE-L OF TH' S ARTI CLE, ANY PHYSI CIl AN WHO
VI OLATES A POLI CY ESTABLI SHED BY A HEALTH CARE FACILITY UNDER TH S
SECTION MAY BE SUBJECT TO SANCTI ONS OTHERW SE ALLOMBLE UNDER LAW OR
CONTRACT.

S 2899-P. EFFECT ON CONSTRUCTI ON OF WLLS, CONTRACTS AND STATUTES. 1.
NO PROVISION I N A CONTRACT, WLL OR OTHER AGREEMENT, WHETHER WRI TTEN OR
ORAL, TO THE EXTENT THE PROVI S| ON WOULD AFFECT WHETHER A PERSON MAY MAKE
OR RESCI ND A REQUEST FOR MEDI CATION TO END HHS OR HER LIFE IN A HUMANE
AND DI GNI FI ED MANNER, SHALL BE VALI D.

2. NO OBLI GATI ON ON NG UNDER ANY CURRENTLY EXI STI NG CONTRACT SHALL BE
CONDI TI ONED OR AFFECTED BY THE MAKI NG OR RESCI NDI NG OF A REQUEST BY A
PERSON FOR MEDI CATION TO END H'S OR HER LIFE I N A HUMANE AND DI GNI FI ED
MANNER.

S 2899-Q | NSURANCE POLICIES; PROH BITIONS. 1. A PERSON AND H' S OR HER
BENEFI Cl ARI ES SHALL NOT BE DEN ED BENEFI TS UNDER A LI FE | NSURANCE PCLI CY
FOR ACTI ONS TAKEN | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI S ARTI CLE.

2. THE SALE, PROCUREMENT, OR | SSUE OF ANY MEDI CAL MALPRACTI CE | NSUR-
ANCE POLI CY OR THE RATE CHARCGED FOR THE POLI CY SHALL NOT BE CONDI TI ONED
UPON OR AFFECTED BY WHETHER THE PHYSICIAN IS WLLING OR UNWLLING TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE PROVI SI ONS OF THI S ARTI CLE.

S 2899-R  PROTECTION OF PATIENT CHO CE AT END OF LI FE. A PHYSI Cl AN
WTH A BONA FI DE PHYSI Cl AN- PATI ENT RELATIONSHIP WTH A PATIENT WTH A
TERM NAL | LLNESS OR CONDI TI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSI DERED TO HAVE ENGAGED | N
UNPROFESSI ONAL CONDUCT AND SHALL NOT BE THE SUBJECT OF DI SCI PLI NE | F:

1. THE PHYSI Cl AN DETERM NES THAT THE PATI ENT | S CAPABLE AND DCES NOT
HAVE | MPAI RED JUDGVENT;

2. THE PHYSIC AN |INFORMS THE PATIENT OF PALLIATIVE CARE AND
END- OF- LI FE OPTI ONS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF SECTI ON TVENTY- NI NE
HUNDRED NI NETY- SEVEN-C OF TH S CHAPTER AND THE PHYSI CI AN PRESCRI BES A
DCSE OF MEDI CATI ON THAT MAY BE LETHAL TO THE PATI ENT,;

3. THE PHYSI Cl AN ADVI SES THE PATI ENT OF ALL FORESEEABLE RI SKS RELATED
TO THE PRESCRI PTI ON;

4. THE PHYSI Cl AN ADVI SES THE PATI ENT OF ALL ALTERNATIVES TO AID IN
DYI NG AND

5. THE PATIENT MAKES AN | NDEPENDENT DECI SI ON TO SELF- ADM NI STER A
LETHAL DOSE OF THE MEDI CATI ON.

S 2899-S. SAFE DI SPOSAL OF UNUSED MEDI CATI ONS. THE DEPARTMENT SHALL
ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS PROVI DI NG FOR THE SAFE DI SPCSAL OF UNUSED
VEDI CATI ONS PRESCRI BED UNDER THI S ARTI CLE.

S 2899-T. DEATH CERTI FI CATE. | N THE EVENT THAT A PATI ENT SELF- ADM N-
| STERS A LETHAL DOSE OF MEDI CATI ON | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
TH' S ARTI CLE, THE DEATH CERTI FI CATE SHALL | NDI CATE THAT THE CAUSE OF
DEATH WAS THE UNDERLYI NG TERM NAL | LLNESS OR CONDI TI ON OF THE PATI ENT.

S 2899-U. STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION. NOTHI NG IN TH' S ARTI CLE SHALL BE
CONSTRUED TO AUTHORIZE A PHYSICIAN OR ANY OIHER PERSON TO END A
PATI ENT' S LI FE BY LETHAL | NJECTI ON, MERCY KI LLI NG OR ACTI VE EUTHANAS| A.
ACTI ON  TAKEN | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI' S ARTI CLE SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED FOR
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ANY PURPOSE TO CONSTI TUTE SUl Cl DE, ASSI STED SUI Cl DE, ATTEMPTED SUI Cl DE,
PROMOTI NG A SUI Cl DE ATTEMPT, MERCY KILLING OR HOM Cl DE UNDER THE LAW
| NCLUDI NG AS AN ACCOWPLI CE OR ACCESSORY OR OTHERW SE.

S 2899-V. SEVERABILITY. |IF ANY CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH, SECTI ON OR
PART OF THI S ARTI CLE SHALL BE ADJUDGED BY ANY COURT OF COWPETENT JURI S-
DI CTION TO BE | NVALI D, SUCH JUDGVENT SHALL NOT AFFECT, | MPAI R OR | NVALI -
DATE THE REMAI NDER THEREOF, BUT SHALL BE CONFINED IN |ITS OPERATION TO
THE CLAUSE, SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH, SECTION OR PART THEREOF, DI RECTLY
| N\VOLVED | N THE CONTROVERSY IN WHICH SUCH JUDGVENT SHALL HAVE BEEN
RENDERED.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



