Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

5082
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 12, 2015

Introduced by M of A GICK COX -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A
COLTON, GOTTFRI ED, HOOPER, ORTIZ -- read once and referred to the
Conmmi ttee on Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the reporting of
ani mal abuse

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 413 of the social services law is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 1-a to read as foll ows:
1-A ANY PERSON SUBJECT TO THE REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS OF THI S TI TLE

SHALL REPORT OR CAUSE A REPORT TO BE MADE | N ACCORDANCE WTH THIS TITLE
VHEN, AS A RESULT OF PERFORM NG SUCH DUTI ES, SUCH PERSON HAS REASONABLE
CAUSE TO SUSPECT THAT ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT OF AN ANI MAL HAS BEEN CAUSED
BY A PERSON ALSO SUSPECTED OF ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT OF A CHI LD

S 2. Section 415 of the social services |aw is amended by addi ng a new
undesi gnat ed paragraph to read as foll ows:

REPORTS OF SUSPECTED ANI MAL ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT MADE PURSUANT TO
THIS TITLE SHALL BE MADE | MVEDI ATELY BY TELEPHONE OR BY TELEPHONE
FACSI M LE MACHI NE. ORAL REPORTS SHALL BE FOLLOWED BY A REPORT I N WRI TI NG
W THI N FORTY- El GHT HOURS AFTER SUCH ORAL REPORT. ORAL AND WRI TTEN
REPORTS SHALL BE MADE TO THE LOCAL SOCI ETY FOR THE PREVENTI ON OF CRUELTY
TO AN MALS OR THE LOCAL PCLI CE DEPARTMENT. A COPY OF THE WRI TTEN REPORT
SHALL BE FORWARDED TO THE AMERI CAN SCOCI ETY FOR THE PREVENTI ON OF CRUELTY
TO ANI MALS W THI N FORTY- El GHT HOURS OF THE ORAL REPORT. WRI TTEN REPORTS
SHALL BE MADE | N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE AMERI CAN SOCIETY FOR THE
PREVENTI ON OF CRUELTY TO ANI MALS AND SHALL | NCLUDE THE FOLLOW NG | NFOR-
MATI ON: A DESCRI PTI ON OF THE ANI MAL; THE PRESENT LOCATI ON OF THE ANI MAL;
A DESCRIPTION OF THE | NJURY, ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT OF THE AN MAL
| NCLUDI NG ANY EVI DENCE OF PRI OR I NJURI ES, ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT OF SUCH
ANI MAL OR OF OTHER ANI MALS; THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE PERSON OR
PERSONS ALLEGED TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CAUSI NG THE | NJURY, ABUSE OR

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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MALTREATMENT; THE SOURCE OF THE REPORT; THE NAME, ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE
NUMBER OF THE PERSON MAKING THE REPORT; AND ANY ACTI ON TAKEN BY THE
REPORTI NG SOURCE W TH REGARD TO THE | NJURY, ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT OF THE
ANI MAL. WRI TTEN REPORTS FROM PERSONS OR OFFI Cl ALS REQUI RED BY THI S TI TLE
TO REPORT SHALL BE ADM SSIBLE | N ANY PROCEEDI NGS RELATI NG TO ANI MAL
ABUSE OR MALTREATMENT.

S 3. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 420 of the social services |aw,
as added by chapter 1039 of the |aws of 1973, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Any person, official or institution required by this title to
report a case of suspected child abuse or naltreatnment OR ANl MAL ABUSE
OR MALTREATMENT who willfully fails to do so shall be guilty of a class
A m sdeneanor.

2. Any person, official or institution required by this title to
report a case of suspected child abuse or naltreatment OR AN MAL ABUSE
OR MALTREATMENT who knowingly and wllfully fails to do so shall be
civilly liable for the danages proxi mately caused by such failure.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



