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STATE OF NEW YORK

5026
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
February 10, 2015

| nt r oduced by M of A. LI FTON, JAFFEE, KAVANAGH, O DONNELL
PEOPLES- STOKES, MARKEY, ROSENTHAL -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A
CLARK, COLTON, GALEF, GUNTHER -- read once and referred to the Comm t-
tee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to providing coverage for
famly nmenbers of children who require psychiatric or psychol ogica
services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph 32 to read as foll ows:

(32) (A) EVERY INSURER | SSU NG A PCLI CY OF ACCI DENT AND HEALTH | NSUR-
ANCE FOR DELI VERY IN THI S STATE WHI CH PROVI DES COVERAGE FOR PSYCHI ATRI C
OR PSYCHOLOGQ CAL SERVI CES OR DI AGNOSI S OR TREATMENT OF MENTAL, NERVOUS
OR EMOTI ONAL DI SORDERS OR AILMENTS SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE AND PROVI DE
COVERAGE FOR FAM LY SESSI ONS WHEN THE | NSURED | S UNDER ElI GHTEEN YEARS OF
AGE. IN TH S PARAGRAPH, "FAM LY SESSI ONS" MEANS THERAPY SESSI ONS DETER-
M NED AS NECESSARY BY A LI CENSED PSYCHOLOG CAL PROFESSI ONAL | N THE STATE
| N\VOLVI NG ANY FAM LY MEMBER OF AN | NSURED

(B) THE COVERAGE REQUI RED BY THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL | NCLUDE TREATMENT AS
A FAM LY MEMBER PURSUANT TO SUCH FAM LY MEMBER S OM POLI CY OR CONTRACT
PROVI DED SUCH FAM LY MEMBER (1) DOES NOT EXCEED THE ALLOMABLE NUMBER OF
FAM LY VI SITS PROVI DED BY THE APPLI CABLE POLI CY OR CONTRACT, AND (II) IS
OTHERW SE ENTI TLED TO COVERAGE PURSUANT TO SUCH FAM LY MEMBER S APPLI CA-
BLE POLI CY OR CONTRACT.

S 2. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph 19 to read as foll ows:

(19) (A) EVERY GCROUP OR BLANKET PCLI CY WH CH PROVI DES COVERAGE FOR
PSYCHI ATRI C OR PSYCHOLOG CAL SERVICES OR DIAGNCSIS OR TREATMENT OF
MENTAL, NERVOUS OR EMOTI ONAL DI SORDERS OR Al LMENTS SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE
AND PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR FAM LY SESSI ONS WHEN THE | NSURED | S UNDER ElI GH

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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TEEN YEARS OF AGE. I N TH S PARAGRAPH, "FAM LY SESSI ONS" MEANS THERAPY
SESSI ONS DETERM NED AS NECESSARY BY A LI CENSED PSYCHOLOd CAL PROFES-
SI ONAL | N THE STATE | NVOLVI NG ANY FAM LY MEMBER OF AN | NSURED

(B) THE COVERAGE REQUI RED BY THI S PARAGRAPH SHALL | NCLUDE TREATMENT AS
A FAM LY MEMBER PURSUANT TO SUCH FAM LY MEMBER S OM POLI CY OR CONTRACT
PROVI DED SUCH FAM LY MEMBER (1) DOES NOT EXCEED THE ALLOMABLE NUMBER OF
FAM LY VI SITS PROVI DED BY THE APPLI CABLE POLI CY OR CONTRACT, AND (II) IS
OTHERW SE ENTI TLED TO COVERAGE PURSUANT TO SUCH FAM LY MEMBER S APPLI CA-
BLE POLI CY OR CONTRACT.

S 3. Subsection (i) of section 4303 of the insurance |aw, as anmended
by chapter 230 of the laws of 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

(i) A nmedical expense indemity corporation or health service corpo-
ration which provi des coverage for physicians, psychiatrists or psychol -
ogists for psychiatric or psychol ogical services or for the diagnosis
and treatnent of nmental, nervous or enotional disorders and ailnents,
however defined in such contract, nust make available and if requested
by all persons hol ding individual contracts in a group whose prem ums
are paid by a remtting agent or by the contract holder in the case of a
group contract issued pursuant to section four thousand three hundred
five of this article[,]: (A provide the sane coverage for such services
when perforned by a licensed clinical social worker, within the |awful
scope of his or her practice, who is licensed pursuant to article one
hundred fifty-four of the education |law. The state board for social work
shall maintain a list of all licensed clinical social wrkers qualified
for reinbursement under this subsection. Such coverage shall be nade
avai l able at the inception of all new contracts and, with respect to al
ot her contracts, at any anniversary date subject to evidence of insura-
bility. Witten notice of the availability of such coverage shall be
delivered to the group remtting agent or group contract holder prior to
i nception of such contract and annually thereafter, except that this
notice shall not be required where a policy covers two hundred or nore
enpl oyees or where the benefit structure was the subject of collective
bar gai ni ng af fecti ng persons who are enployed in nore than one state[.];
AND (B) MAKE AVAI LABLE AND PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR FAM LY SESSI ONS WHEN THE
| NSURED | S UNDER EI GHTEEN YEARS OF AGE

(1) IN THI'S SUBSECTION, "FAMLY SESSIONS' MEANS THERAPY SESSI ONS
DETERM NED AS NECESSARY BY A LI CENSED PSYCHOLOG CAL PROFESSI ONAL IN  THE
STATE | NVOLVI NG ANY FAM LY MEMBER OF AN | NSURED

(1'l) THE COVERAGE REQUI RED BY THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL | NCLUDE TREATMENT
AS A FAM LY MEMBER PURSUANT TO SUCH FAMLY MEMBER S OM POLICY OR
CONTRACT PROVIDED SUCH FAM LY MEMBER (1) DOES NOT EXCEED THE ALLOMBLE
NUMBER OF FAM LY VI SITS PROVI DED BY THE APPLI CABLE POLICY OR CONTRACT,
AND (2) IS OTHERWSE ENTITLED TO COVERAGE PURSUANT TO SUCH FAM LY
MEMBER S APPLI CABLE POLI CY OR CONTRACT.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, except that any rule or regulation necessary
for the tinmely inplenentation of this act on its effective date shall be
pronmul gated on or before such date.



