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Introduced by M of A COLTON, CYMBRON TZ, RIVERA -- Milti-Sponsored by
-- M of A ABBATE, AUBRY, GUNTHER, WEINSTEIN -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Election Law -- reconmtted to the
Committee on Election Law in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2
-- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended
and recomritted to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to providing bilingua
voting materials

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration of policy. The |Iegis-
|ature finds that, through the use of various practices and procedures,
citizens of |anguage mnorities have been effectively excluded from
participation in the electoral process. Anong other factors, the denia
of the right to vote of such mnority group citizens is ordinarily
directly related to the unequal educational opportunities afforded them
resulting in highilliteracy and | ow voting participation. The |egisla-
ture declares that, in order to enforce the guarantees of the United
States Constitution, it is necessary to elimnate such discrimnation by
prohi biting these practices, and by prescribing other renedial devices.

S 2. The election law is anmended by adding a new section 3-505 to read
as foll ows:

S 3-505. BILINGUAL VOTI NG MATERI ALS REQUI REMENT. 1. GENERALLY. BEFORE
AUGUST SI XTH, TWD THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, NO COVERED STATE OR POLI Tl CAL
SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL PROVI DE VOTI NG MATERI ALS ONLY I N THE ENGLI SH LANGUAGE

2. COVERED STATES AND POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS. (A) GENERALLY. A STATE
OR POLI TICAL SUBDI VISION I'S A COVERED STATE OR POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON FOR
THE PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTION | F THE DI RECTOR OF THE CENSUS DETERM NES,
BASED ON CENSUS DATA, THAT

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1) MORE THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE CI TI ZENS OF VOTI NG AGE OF SUCH STATE
OR POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON ARE MEMBERS OF A SINGLE LANGUAGE M NORITY AND
ARE LI M TED- ENGLI SH PROFI CI ENT; OR

(2) MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND OF THE CI TI ZENS OF VOTI NG AGE OF SUCH PCLI -
TICAL SUBDIVISION ARE MEMBERS OF A SINGLE LANGUAGE M NORI TY AND ARE
LI M TED- ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT.

(B) EXCEPTION. THE PRCHI BI TIONS OF THI S SECTI ON DO NOT  APPLY IN ANY
POLI TI CAL  SUBDI VI SI ON THAT HAS LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT VOTI NG AGE LI M T-
ED- ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT CI TI ZENS OF EACH LANGUAGE M NORI TY WHI CH COWPRI SES
OVER FI VE PERCENT OF THE STATEW DE LI M TED- ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT POPULATI ON
OF VOTI NG ACE CI TI ZENS, UNLESS THE PCLI TICAL SUBDIVISION IS A COVERED
POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON | NDEPENDENTLY FROM | TS STATE.

3. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON:

(A) THE TERM "VOTI NG MATERI ALS" MEANS REQ STRATI ON OR VOTI NG NOTI CES,
FORMS, | NSTRUCTI ONS, ASSISTANCE, OR OTHER MATERIALS OR | NFORVATI ON
RELATI NG TO THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, | NCLUDI NG BALLOTS;

(B) THE TERM "LIMTED ENGLI SH PROFI Cl ENT" MEANS UNABLE TO SPEAK OR
UNDERSTAND ENGLI SH ADEQUATELY ENOUGH TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ELECTORAL
PROCESS;

(©) THE TERM "CI Tl ZENS" MEANS CI Tl ZENS OF THE UNI TED STATES; AND

(D) THE TERM "ILLITERACY" MEANS THE FAILURE TO COWPLETE THE FI FTH
PRI MARY GRADE.

4. SPECI AL RULE. THE DETERM NATIONS OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE CENSUS
UNDER THI'S SECTION SHALL BE EFFECTI VE UPON PUBLI CATI ON | N THE FEDERAL
REG STER AND SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO REVI EW I N ANY COURT.

5. REQUI REMENT OF VOTI NG NOTI CES, FORMS, | NSTRUCTI ONS, ASSI STANCE, OR
OTHER MATERI ALS AND BALLOTS IN M NORI TY LANGUAGE. WHENEVER ANY STATE OR
POLI TICAL SUBDIVISION SUBJECT TO THE PROHIBITION O TH' S SECTI ON
PROVI DES ANY REG STRATION OR VOTING NOTICES, FORMS, | NSTRUCTI ONS,
ASS| STANCE, OR OTHER MATERI ALS OR | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO THE ELECTORAL
PROCESS, | NCLUDI NG BALLOTS, | T SHALL PROVI DE THEM I N THE LANGUAGE OF THE
APPLI CABLE M NORITY GROUP AS WELL AS I N THE ENGLI SH LANGUAGE. PROVI DED,
THAT WHERE THE LANGUAGE OF THE APPLICABLE M NORITY GROUP IS ORAL OR
UNWRI TTEN OR I N THE CASE OF ALASKAN NATI VES AND AMERI CAN | NDI ANS, | F THE
PREDOM NANT LANGUAGE |S HI STORI CALLY UNWRI TTEN, THE STATE OR POLI Tl CAL
SUBDI VI SION IS ONLY REQUI RED TO FURNI SH ORAL | NSTRUCTI ONS, ASSI STANCE,
OR OTHER | NFORVATI ON RELATI NG TO REG STRATI ON AND VOTI NG

6. ACTI ON FOR DECLARATORY JUDGVENT PERM TTI NG ENGLI SH ONLY MATERI ALS.
ANY STATE OR POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON SUBJECT TO THE PROHI BITION OF THI'S
SECTION, WHICH SEEKS TO PROVIDE ENGLISH ONLY REGQ STRATI ON OR VOTI NG
MATERI ALS OR | NFORMATI ON, | NCLUDI NG BALLOTS, MAY FILE AN ACTI ON AGAI NST
THE UNI TED STATES I N THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT FOR A DECLARATORY
JUDGVENT PERM TTI NG SUCH PROVI SI ON. THE COURT SHALL GRANT THE REQUESTED
RELIEF IF | T DETERMNES THAT THE |LLI TERACY RATE OF THE APPLI CABLE
LANGUAGE M NORI TY GROUP WTHI N THE STATE OR POLITICAL SUBDIVISION IS
EQUAL TO OR LESS THAN THE NATI ONAL | LLI TERACY RATE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



