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STATE OF NEW YORK

4286--B
Cal . No. 175

2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 30, 2015

Introduced by M of A ZEBROMSKI, LUPARDO, MDONALD, JAFFEE, THI ELE
S| MOTAS, BENEDETTO, PAULI N, QUART, DI NOWN TZ, SEPULVEDA, STIRPE, ROSEN-
THAL, STECK, FAHY, CAHILL, GALEF, GOTTFRI ED, M LLER, SOLAGES, CYMBROW
| TZ, RAIA, VPRI N, LIFTON, ABINANTI, SANTABARBARA, MAYER, FARRELL --
Mul ti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, CROUCH, G.ICK, MAGEE, RAMOS --
read once and referred to the Conmttee on Election Law -- reported
and referred to the Conmttee on Codes -- advanced to a third reading,
anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining its place on the order of
third reading -- advanced to a third reading, anended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place on the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to disclosure of the iden-
tities of political comrttees making certain expenditures for poli-
ti cal communi cati ons

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 14-106 of the election | aw, as anended by section 3
of subpart C of part H of chapter 55 of the Iaws of 2014, is anended to
read as foll ows:

S 14-106. Political conmunication. 1. The statenments required to be
filed under the provisions of this article next succeeding a prinary,
general or special election shall be acconpani ed by a copy of all broad-
cast, cable or satellite schedules and scripts, internet, print and
ot her types of advertisenents, panphlets, circulars, flyers, brochures,
| etterheads and other printed nmatter purchased or produced, and reprod-
uctions of statenents or information published to five hundred or nore
menbers of a general public audience by conmputer or other electronic
device including but not limted to electronic mail or text nessage,
purchased in connection with such election by or under the authority of
the person filing the statement or the conmttee or the person on whose
behalf it is filed, as the case may be. Such copies, schedul es and
scripts shall be preserved by the officer wwth whomor the board wth

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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which it is required to be filed for a period of one year fromthe date
of filing thereof.

2. ALL POLITICAL COW TTEES THAT MAKE AN EXPENDI TURE FOR A POLI Tl CAL
COVMUNI CATI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED TO DI SCLOSE THE I DENTITY OF THE PQLI-
TICAL COW TTEE WH CH MADE THE EXPENDI TURE FOR SUCH POLI TI CAL COMMUNI -
CATION. THE DI SCLOSURE ON PRI NTED OR DI G TAL POLITI CAL  COVMUNI CATI ONS,
I NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO BROCHURES, FLYERS, POSTERS, MAILINGS, OR
| NTERNET ADVERTI SI NG SHALL BE PRI NTED OR TYPED | N AN APPROPRI ATE LEQ BLE
FORM TO READ AS FOLLOANS: "PAID FOR BY:" FOLLOAED BY THE NAME OF THE
POLI TI CAL COW TTEE MAKI NG THE EXPENDI TURE. THE DI SCLOSURE ON NON- PRI NT-
ED OR DIATAL POLITICAL COVMUNI CATI ONS SHALL CLEARLY AND PROM NENTLY
DI SPLAY AND/ OR SPEAK THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENT: "PAID FOR BY:" FOLLOWED BY
THE NAME OF THE POLI TI CAL COW TTEE MAKI NG THE EXPENDI TURE. I N THE CASE
OF A POLITI CAL COVMUNI CATI ON THAT 1S NOT VI SUAL, SUCH AS RADI O OR AUTO
MATED TELEPHONE CALLS, CLEARLY SPEAKI NG THE STATEMENT W LL SATISFY THE
REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON.

3. POLITICAL COWUNI CATIONS THAT ARE CONSI DERED PROMOTI ONAL | TEMS
VH CH SUPPORT A PARTI CULAR CANDI DATE, ELECTI ON, BALLOT MEASURE OR | SSUE
AND LIMT THE CONTENT OF COVMUNI CATI ON TO THE NAME, OFFI CE AND BRI EF
MESSAGE OF SUPPORT, SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE PROVI SIONS OF SUBDI VI SI ON
TWO OF THI' S SECTI ON. PROMOTI ONAL | TEMS SHALL BE | TEMS THAT ARE OF NOM -
NAL VALUE AND ARE DI STRI BUTED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC IN AN EFFORT TO
PROMOTE A PARTI CULAR CANDI DATE, ELECTION, BALLOT MEASURE OR | SSUE
| NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO PENS, BUMPER STI CKERS, YARD SI GNS, BUTTONS
SH RTS, BAGS OR BALLOONS.

4. PCLITI CAL COWUNI CATION THAT IS CONSIDERED DIG TAL MEDIA WH CH
ADVERTI SES FOR A PARTI CULAR CANDI DATE, ELECTI ON, BALLOT MEASURE OR | SSUE
VH CH LIMTS THE CONTENT OF COMMUNI CATI ON TO THE NAME, OFFI CE AND BRI EF
MESSAGE SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SUBDIVISION TWO OF
THIS SECTION |IF SUCH DIA TAL MEDIA | S UNABLE TO CONTAIN THE "PAI D FOR
BY" STATEMENT DUE TO I TS SMALL SIZE AND CONTAINS A LINK TO ANOTHER
WEBPAGE WHERE THE " PAI D FOR BY" STATEMENT |'S PROM NENTLY DI SPLAYED.

S 2. Subdivision 2 of section 14-107 of the election |aw, as added by
section 4 of subpart C of part H of chapter 55 of the |laws of 2014, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. \Wienever any person nakes an independent expenditure that costs
nore than one thousand dollars in the aggregate, such comunication
shall, IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WTH SECTION 14-106 OF THI S ARTI CLE
clearly state the nanme of the person who paid for, or otherw se
published or distributed the comrunication and state, with respect to
comuni cations regardi ng candi dates, that the communication was not
expressly authorized or requested by any candidate, or by any candi -
date's political comrttee or any of its agents.

S 3. Subdivision 3 of section 14-126 of the election | aw, as added by
section 6 of subpart C of part H of chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, is
amended to read as foll ows:

3. Any person who falsely identifies or knowingly fails to identify
any independent expenditure as required by subdivision two of section
14-107 of this article OR ANY POLI TI CAL COMWM TTEE AS REQUI RED | N SECTI ON
14-106 OF TH S ARTI CLE shall be subject to a civil penalty up to one
thousand dollars or wup to the cost of the communi cation, whichever is
greater, in a special proceeding or civil action [brought by the state
board of elections chief enforcenent counsel or inposed directly by the
state board of elections]. For purposes of this subdivision, the term
"“person” shall nean a person, group of persons, corporation, unincorpo-
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rat ed busi ness entity, |abor organization or business, trade or profes-
sional association or organization or political conmttee.

S 4. The state board of elections shall pronulgate all rules and regu-
| ations necessary to inplenment the provisions of this act on or before
its effective date.

S 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 2017.



