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STATE OF NEW YORK

4284
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 30, 2015

Introduced by M of AL MLLER -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Cities

AN ACT to anend the New York city charter, in relation to establishing
the civilian summons revi ew board

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The New York city charter is anmended by addi ng a new chap-

ter 31-A to read as foll ows:
CHAPTER 31-A
Cl VI LI AN SUMWONS REVI EW BOARD

S 760. ClIVILI AN SUWONS REVI EW BOARD. A AN | NDEPENDENT CI VI LI AN
SUMMONS REVI EW BOARD | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED AS A BODY COWPRI SED SOLELY OF
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WTH THE AUTHORI TY TO REVI EW SUMMONSES | SSUED BY
EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON AS PROVIDED IN THI S SECTI ON.

1. THE C VI LI AN SUWONS REVI EW BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF ONE CHAI RPERSON
AND TWELVE ADDI TI ONAL MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C APPO NTED BY THE MAYOR, WHO
SHALL BE RESI DENTS OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. ALL MEMBERS OF THE BQARD
SHALL BE APPO NTED AS FOLLOWS:

(1) FI'VE MEMBERS, ONE FROM EACH OF THE FI VE BOROUGHS, SHALL BE DESI G
NATED BY THE CI TY COUNCI L;

(1'l) THREE MEMBERS WTH EXPERIENCE |IN PUBLIC SAN TATION SHALL BE
DESI GNATED BY THE SANI TATI ON DEPARTMENT; AND

(1'11) THE REMAI NI NG FI VE MEMBERS, | NCLUDI NG THE CHAI RPERSON, SHALL BE
SELECTED BY THE MAYOR.

NO MEMBER OF THE BOARD SHALL HOLD ANY OTHER PUBLIC OFFICE OR EMPLOY-
VENT.

2. THE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR TERMS OF THREE YEARS, EXCEPT
THAT OF THE MEMBERS FI RST APPO NTED, FOUR SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR TERMS
OF ONE YEAR, OF WHOM ONE SHALL HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED BY THE COUNCI L AND
TWO SHALL HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATION, FOUR
SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR TERMS OF TWD YEARS, OF WHOM TWD SHALL HAVE BEEN

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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DESI GNATED BY THE COUNCI L, AND FIVE SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR TERM5S OF
THREE YEARS, OF VWHOM TWO SHALL HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED BY THE COUNCI L AND
ONE SHALL HAVE BEEN DESI GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON.

3. IIN THE EVENT OF A VACANCY ON THE BOARD DURI NG THE TERM OF OFFI CE OF
A MEMBER BY REASON OF REMOVAL, DEATH, RESI GNATION, OR OTHERW SE, A
SUCCESSOR SHALL BE CHOSEN I N THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPQO NT-
IVENT. A MEMBER APPO NTED TO FI LL A VACANCY SHALL SERVE FOR THE BALANCE
OF THE UNEXPI RED TERM

4. THE CHAI RPERSON MAY APPO NT AN EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR WHO SHALL MANAGE
DAY TO DAY OPERATI ONS.

B. 1. THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE POVNER TO RECEI VE, | NVESTI GATE, HEAR
MAKE FI NDI NGS AND RECOVMEND ACTI ON UPON COVPLAI NTS BY MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLI C AGAI NST EMPLOYEES OF THE SAN TATI ON DEPARTMENT CONCERNI NG THE
| SSUANCE OF SUMMONSES BY SUCH EMPLOYEES. THE FINDINGS AND RECOMVENDA-
TIONS OF THE BOARD, AND THE BASI S THEREFOR, SHALL BE SUBM TTED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON. NO FI NDI NG OR RECOMMENDATI ON SHALL BE BASED
SOLELY UPON AN UNSWORN COVPLAI NT OR STATEMENT, NOR SHALL PRI OR UNSUB-
STANTI ATED, UNFOUNDED OR W THDRAWN COWVPLAI NTS BE THE BASI S FOR ANY SUCH
FI NDI NG OR RECOMMENDATI ON.

2. THE BOARD SHALL PROMULGATE RULES OF PROCEDURE | N ACCORDANCE W TH
THE CI TY ADM NI STRATI VE PROCEDURE ACT, | NCLUDING RULES THAT PRESCRI BE
THE MANNER | N VWH CH | NVESTI GATI ONS ARE TO BE CONDUCTED AND RECOMVENDA-
TI ONS MADE AND THE MANNER BY VHICH A MEMBER O THE PUBLIC IS TO BE
| NFORVMED OF THE STATUS OF H'S OR HER COWPLAI NT. SUCH RULES MAY PROVI DE
FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF PANELS, WHI CH SHALL CONSI ST OF NOTI' LESS THAN
THREE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD, VWH CH SHALL BE EMPOWERED TO SUPERVI SE THE
I NVESTI GATI ON OF COVPLAI NTS, AND TO HEAR, MAKE FINDINGS AND RECOMVEND
ACTION ON SUCH COWPLAINTS. NO SUCH PANEL SHALL CONSI ST EXCLUSI VELY OF
VEMBERS DESI GNATED BY THE COUNCI L, OR DESI GNATED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF
SANI TATI ON, OR SELECTED BY THE MAYOR.

3. THE BOARD, BY MAJORITY VOTE OF | TS MEMBERS, MAY COWEL THE ATTEND-
ANCE OF W TNESSES AND REQUI RE THE PRCDUCTI ON OF SUCH RECORDS AND OTHER
MATERI ALS AS ARE NECESSARY FOR THE | NVESTI GATI ON OF COVPLAI NTS SUBM TTED
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

4. THE BOARD | S AUTHORI ZED, W THI N APPROPRI ATl ONS AVAI LABLE THEREFOR,
TO APPO NT SUCH EMPLOYEES AS ARE NECESSARY TO EXERCISE |ITS POAERS AND
FULFILL [ITS DUTIES. THE BOARD SHALL EMPLQOY CI VI LI AN | NVESTI GATORS TO
I NVESTI GATE ALL COVPLAI NTS.

5. THE BOARD SHALL HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF |INFORM NG THE PUBLIC
ABOUT THE BOARD AND |TS DUTIES, AND SHALL DEVELOP AND ADM NI STER AN
ONGO NG PROGRAM FOR THE EDUCATI ON OF THE PUBLI C REGARDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S CHAPTER

C. 1. IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON TO PROVI DE
SUCH ASSI STANCE AS THE BOARD MAY REASONABLY REQUEST, TO COCOPERATE FULLY
W TH | NVESTI GATI ONS BY THE BOARD, AND TO PROVIDE TO THE BQARD UPON
REQUEST RECORDS AND OTHER MATERI ALS VWH CH ARE NECESSARY FOR THE | NVESTI -
GATI ON OF COVPLAI NTS SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

2. THE COW SSIONER OF SANI TATION SHALL ENSURE THAT OFFI CERS AND
EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON APPEAR BEFORE AND RESPOND TO
I NQUI RIES OF THE BOARD AND | TS CI VI LI AN | NVESTI GATORS | N CONNECTI ON W TH
THE | NVESTI GATION OF COWPLAINTS SUBM TTED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON,
PROVI DED THAT SUCH | NQUI RI ES ARE CONDUCTED | N ACCORDANCE W TH DEPARTMENT
PROCEDURES FOR | NTERROGATI ON OF MEMBERS.

3. THE COWMM SSI ONER OF SANI TATI ON SHALL REPORT TO THE BQOARD ON ANY
ACTION TAKEN [IN CASES IN VWH CH THE BOARD SUBM TTED A FI NDI NG OR RECOM
MENDATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT OF SANI TATI ON W TH RESPECT TO A COVPLAI NT.
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D. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO LIMT OR
| MPAIR THE AUTHORITY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SAN TATION TO DI SCI PLI NE
MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT. NOR SHALL THE PROVI SIONS OF THIS SECTION BE
CONSTRUED TO LIM T THE RI GHTS OF EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SAN TA-
TION WTH RESPECT TO DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO
THE RI GHT TO NOTI CE AND A HEARING WHICH MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY ANY
PROVI SI ON OF LAW OR OTHERW SE.

E. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT OR
HI NDER THE | NVESTI GATI ON OR PROSECUTI ON OF EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF SANI TATI ON FOR VI OLATI ONS OF LAW BY ANY COURT OF COWVPETENT JURI SDI C-
TION, A GRAND JURY, DISTRICT ATTORNEY, OR OTHER AUTHORI ZED OFFI CER,
AGENCY OR BODY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



