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Introduced by M of A ZEBROWNSKI, BUCHWALD, GALEF, SKOUFI S, ABI NANTI

JAFFEE -- read once and referred to the Commttee on El ection Law
AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to poll watchers for
special, town or village elections being held for the sol e purpose of

a ball ot proposa

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 8-500 of the election |aw,
as anmended by chapter 373 of the laws of 1978, are anmended to read as
fol | ows:

1. At any general, special, town or village election, any party
commttee or independent body whose candi dates are upon the ballot, AND
VWHEN A SPECIAL, TOM OR VILLAGE ELECTION IS BEI NG HELD FOR THE SOLE
PURPCSE OF A BALLOT PROPCSAL OR PROPCSALS, THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS OF THE
COUNTY IN WHI CH THE ELECTION IS BEI NG HELD and at any primary el ection,
any two or nore candi dates and any political conmittee may have for each
el ection district three watchers at any one time, not nore than one of
whom may be within the guard rail at any one tine. Wtchers shall be
appointed by the chairnman of any such party, comrttee or independent
body or by the candi dates OR BY THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS, UPON REQUEST
FOR A SPECI AL, TOM OR VI LLAGE ELECTI ON THAT | S BEI NG HELD FOR THE SOLE
PURPCSE OF A BALLOT PROPCSAL OR PROPCSALS. | N SUCH ELECTI ONS, THE BOARD
OF ELECTIONS SHALL APPO NT WATCHERS | N A MANNER THAT ENSURES EQUI TABLE
REPRESENTATI ON OF ORGANI ZATI ONS OR | NDI VI DUALS THAT ARE ADVCOCATI NG THE
PASSAGE OR DEFEAT OF THE BALLOT PROPCSAL OR PROPOSALS.

3. The appoi ntnment of watchers for any election shall be by a certif-
icate in witing issued by the chairman or secretary of the politica
party or independent body, [or] the candidates OR THE BOARD OF
ELECTI ONS. Such certificate shall be delivered to an inspector at the
el ection district.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective imrediately, the
addi tion, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
and directed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



