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STATE OF NEW YORK

4051
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 29, 2015

Introduced by M of A D PIETRO -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the civil rights law, in relation to enacting the "New
York student religious |iberties act of 2015" providing for voluntary
student expression of religious viewpoints in public schools, allow ng
religious expression in class assignments and allow ng students the
freedomto organize religious groups and activities, and requiring
public school districts to provide a linmted public forum for student
speakers at non-graduation and graduati on events

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "New York
Student Religious Liberties Act of 2015."

S 2. The civil rights law is anmended by adding a new section 79-0 to
read as foll ows:

S 79-0 RELIGOUS LIBERTIES. 1. STUDENT EXPRESSI ON. A PUBLI C SCHOOL
DI STRI CT SHALL NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST STUDENTS OR PARENTS ON THE BASI S
OF A RELIGQUS VIEWPO NT OR RELIG QUS EXPRESSION. A SCHOOL DI STRICT
SHALL TREAT A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A RELI A QUS VI EWPO NT,
| F ANY, ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT IN THE SAME MANNER THE
DI STRICT TREATS A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A SECULAR OR OTHER
VI EWPO NT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT AND MAY NOT DI SCRI M NATE
AGAI NST THE STUDENT BASED ON A RELIG OUS VI EWPO NT EXPRESSED BY THE
STUDENT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT.

2. RELI G QUS EXPRESSI ON I N CLASS ASSI GNMENTS. STUDENTS MAY EXPRESS
THEI R BELI EFS ABOUT RELI G ON | N HOVEWORK, ARTWORK, AND OTHER WRI TTEN AND
ORAL ASSI GNVENTS FREE FROM DI SCRI M NATI ON BASED ON THE RELI G OQUS CONTENT
OF THEI R SUBM SSI ONS. HOVEWORK AND CLASSROOM ASSI GNVENTS MUST BE JUDGED
BY ORDI NARY ACADEM C STANDARDS OF SUBSTANCE AND RELEVANCE AND AGAI NST
OTHER LEGQ TI MATE PEDAGOG CAL CONCERNS | DENTI FI ED BY THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT.
STUDENTS MAY NOT BE PENALI ZED OR REWARDED ON ACCOUNT OF THE RELIG QUS

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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CONTENT OF THEIR WORK. | F AN ASSI GNMENT REQUI RES A STUDENT' S VI EWPO NT
TO BE EXPRESSED | N COURSEWORK, ARTWORK OR OTHER WRI TTEN OR ORAL ASS| G\
MENTS, A PUBLIC SCHOCOL SHALL NOT PENALI ZE OR REWARD A STUDENT ON THE
BASI S OF RELI G QUS CONTENT OR A RELI G QUS VI EWPO NT. I N SUCH AN ASSI G\
MENT, A STUDENT'S ACADEM C WORK THAT EXPRESSES A RELI G QUS VI EWPO NT
SHALL BE EVALUATED BASED ON ORDI NARY ACADEM C STANDARDS OF SUBSTANCE AND
RELEVANCE TO THE COURSE CURRI CULUM OR REQUI REMENTS OF THE COURSEWORK OR
ASS| GNIVENT.

3. FREEDOM TO ORGANI ZE RELI G QUS GROUPS AND ACTIVITIES. A. STUDENTS
I N PUBLI C SCHOCLS MAY PRAY OR ENGAGE IN RELIG QUS ACTIVITIES OR RELI-
G OQUS EXPRESSI ON BEFORE, DURI NG AND AFTER THE SCHOOL DAY | N THE SAME
MANNER AND TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT STUDENTS MAY ENGAGE | N NONRELI G QUS
ACTI VI TI ES OR EXPRESSI ON. STUDENTS MAY ORGANI ZE PRAYER GROUPS, RELI @ QUS
CLUBS, "SEE YOU AT THE PCOLE" GATHERI NGS5, OR OTHER RELI G QUS GATHERI NGS
BEFORE, DURI NG AND AFTER SCHOOL TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT STUDENTS ARE
PERM TTED TO ORGANIZE OTHER NON-CURRI CULAR STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND
GROUPS. RELI G QUS GROUPS MUST BE G VEN THE SAME ACCESS TO SCHOOL FACI LI -
TIES FOR ASSEMBLI NG AS I S G VEN TO OTHER NON- CURRI CULAR GROUPS W THOUT
DI SCRI M NATI ON BASED ON THE RELI G OQUS CONTENT OF THE GROUP' S EXPRESSI ON.
| F STUDENT GROUPS THAT MEET FOR NONRELI G QUS ACTI VI TI ES ARE PERM TTED TO
ADVERTI SE  OR ANNOUNCE MEETI NGS OF THE GROUPS, THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT NAY
NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST GROUPS THAT MEET FOR PRAYER OR OTHER RELI G QUS
SPEECH. A SCHOCL DI STRI CT MAY DI SCLAI M SCHOOL SPONSORSHI P OF NON- CURRI -
CULAR CGROUPS AND EVENTS I N A MANNER THAT NEI THER FAVORS NOR DI SFAVORS
GROUPS THAT MEET TO ENGAGE I N PRAYER OR RELI G QUS SPEECH.

B. STUDENTS |IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS NMNAY WEAR CLOTHI NG ACCESSORI ES AND
JEVELRY THAT DI SPLAY RELI G OQUS MESSAGES OR RELI G QUS SYMBOLS | N THE SAME
MANNER AND TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT OTHER TYPES OF CLOTHI NG,  ACCESSCRI ES
AND JEVELRY THAT DI SPLAY MESSAGES OR SYMBOLS ARE PERM TTED.

4. LIMTED PUBLIC FORUM SCHOCOL DI STRICT PCLI CY. A. TO ENSURE THAT THE
SCHOCL DI STRI CT DCES NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST A STUDENT' S PUBLI CLY STAT-
ED VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A RELI @ QUS VI EWPAO NT, | F ANY, AND TO ELIM -
NATE ANY ACTUAL OR PERCEI VED AFFI RVATI VE SCHOCL SPONSORSHI P OR ATTRI -
BUTION TO THE DI STRICT OF A STUDENT'S EXPRESSION OF A RELIAQ QUS
VI EWPAO NT, |F ANY, A SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL ADOPT A PCLICY, WH CH MJST
| NCLUDE THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF A LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM FOR STUDENT SPEAKERS
AT ALL SCHOOL EVENTS AT WHICH A STUDENT | S TO PUBLI CLY SPEAK. THE PQOLI CY
REGARDI NG THE LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM MUST ALSO REQUI RE THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT
TO

(1) PROVIDE THE FORUM I N A MANNER THAT DCES NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST A
STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A RELI G OQUS VI EWPO NT, | F ANY, ON AN
OTHERW SE PERM SS| BLE SUBJECT;

(2) PROVI DE A METHOD, BASED ON NEUTRAL CRITERIA, FOR THE SELECTION OF
STUDENT SPEAKERS AT SCHOOL EVENTS AND GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES;

(3) ENSURE THAT A STUDENT SPEAKER DOES NOT ENGAGE | N OBSCENE, VULGAR,
OFFENSI VELY LEWD OR | NDECENT SPEECH;, AND

(4) STATE, IN WRITING ORALLY, OR BOTH, THAT THE STUDENT' S SPEECH DCES
NOT REFLECT THE ENDORSEMENT, SPONSCRSHI P, PGCSI TI ON OR EXPRESSI ON OF THE
DI STRI CT.

B. THE SCHOOL DI STRICT DI SCLAI MER REQUI RED BY SUBPARAGRAPH FOUR OF
PARAGRAPH A OF THI S SUBDI VI SI ON MUST BE PROVI DED AT ALL GRADUATI ON CERE-
MONI ES. THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL CONTI NUE TO PROVI DE THE DI SCLAI MER AT
ANY OTHER EVENT I N WHI CH A STUDENT SPEAKS PUBLI CLY FOR AS LONG AS A NEED
EXISTS TO DISPEL CONFUSI ON OVER THE DI STRI CT' S NON- SPONSORSHI P OF THE
STUDENT' S SPEECH.
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C. STUDENT EXPRESSI ON ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT MAY NOT BE
EXCLUDED FROM THE LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM BECAUSE THE SUBJECT | S EXPRESSED
FROM A RELI G OUS VI EWPOI NT.

D. ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL ADOPT AND | MPLEMENT A LOCAL POLI CY
REGARDI NG A LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM AND VOLUNTARY STUDENT EXPRESSION OF
RELI G OUS VI EWPQOI NTS. IF A SCHOOL DI STRICT VOLUNTARI LY ADOPTS AND
FOLLOAS THE MODEL POLI CY GOVERNI NG VOLUNTARY RELIG OUS EXPRESSION | N
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AS PROVIDED BY SUBDIVISION FIVE OF TH'S SECTION, THE
DISTRICT IS I N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF TH'S ACT COVERED BY THE
MODEL POLI CY.

E. MODEL POLI CY GOVERNI NG VOLUNTARY RELIG OUS EXPRESSION IN PUBLIC
SCHOOLS. IN THI'S SECTION, "MODEL POLICY" MEANS A LOCAL POLICY ADOPTED BY
THE SCHOOL DI STRICT THAT |'S SUBSTANTI ALLY SIM LAR TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUBDI VI SIONS FIVE, SIX, SEVEN, EIGHT, AND NINE OF THI S SECTI ON.

5. STUDENT EXPRESSI ON OF RELI G OUS VI EWPOINTS. THE SCHOOL DI STRICT
SHALL TREAT A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A RELI G OUS VI EWPOI NT,
| F ANY, ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSIBLE SUBJECT IN THE SAME MANNER THE
DI STRICT TREATS A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A SECULAR OR OTHER
VI EWPOl NT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT AND MAY NOT DI SCRI M NATE
AGAINST THE STUDENT BASED ON A RELI G OUS VI EWPOI NT EXPRESSED BY THE
STUDENT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT.

6. STUDENT SPEAKERS AT NON- GRADUATI ON EVENTS. A. THE SCHOOL DI STRICT
HEREBY CREATES A LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM FOR STUDENT SPEAKERS AT ALL SCHOOL
EVENTS AT WH CH A STUDENT IS TO PUBLI CLY SPEAK. FOR EACH SPEAKER, THE
DI STRI CT SHALL SET A MAXIMUM TIME LIM T REASONABLE AND APPROPRI ATE TO
THE OCCASI ON. STUDENT SPEAKERS SHALL | NTRODUCE:

(1) FOOTBALL GAMES;

(2) ANY OTHER ATHLETI C EVENTS DESI GNATED BY THE DI STRI CT;

(3) OPENI NG ANNOUNCEMENTS AND GREETI NGS FOR THE SCHOOL DAY; AND

(4) ANY ADDI TI ONAL EVENTS DESI GNATED BY THE SCHOOL DI STRICT, WHI CH MAY
| NCLUDE, W THOUT LI M TATI ON, ASSEMBLI ES AND PEP RALLI ES.

B. ONLY THOSE STUDENTS IN THE H GHEST TWD GRADE LEVELS OF THE SCHOOL
AND WHO HOLD ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG POSI TI ONS OF HONOR BASED ON  NEUTRAL
CRITERIA ARE ELIG BLE TO USE THE LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM STUDENT COUNCI L
OFFI CERS, CLASS OFFI CERS OF THE HI GHEST GRADE LEVEL IN THE SCHOOL,
CAPTAINS OF THE FOOTBALL TEAM AND OTHER STUDENTS HOLDI NG POSI TI ONS OF
HONOR AS THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY DESI GNATE.

C. AN ELI G BLE STUDENT SHALL BE NOTI FI ED OF THE STUDENT' S ELI G BI LI TY,
AND A STUDENT WHO W SHES TO PARTI Cl PATE AS AN | NTRODUCI NG SPEAKER  SHALL
SUBM T THE STUDENT'S NAME TO THE STUDENT COUNCI L OR OTHER DESI GNATED
BODY DURI NG AN ANNOUNCED PERIOD OF NOT LESS THAN THREE DAYS. THE
ANNOUNCED  PERI OD MAY BE AT THE BEG NNI NG OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, AT THE END
OF THE PRECEDI NG SCHOOL YEAR SO STUDENT SPEAKERS ARE IN PLACE FOR THE
NEW YEAR OR |F THE SELECTI ON PROCESS W LL BE REPEATED EACH SEMESTER,
AT THE BEG NNI NG OF EACH SEMESTER OR AT THE END OF THE PRECEDI NG SEMES-
TER SO SPEAKERS ARE | N PLACE FOR THE NEXT SEMESTER THE NAMES OF THE
VOLUNTEERI NG STUDENT SPEAKERS SHALL BE RANDOMLY DRAWN UNTIL ALL NAMES
HAVE BEEN SELECTED, AND THE NAMES SHALL BE LI STED I N THE ORDER DRAWK.
EACH SELECTED STUDENT WLL BE MATCHED CHRONOLOG CALLY TO THE EVENT FOR
WH CH THE STUDENT WLL BE @ VING THE | NTRODUCTI ON. EACH STUDENT MAY
SPEAK FOR ONE WEEK AT A TIME FOR ALL | NTRODUCTI ONS OF EVENTS THAT WEEK,
OR ROTATE AFTER EACH SPEAKI NG EVENT, OR OTHERW SE AS DETERM NED BY THE
DI STRICT. THE LI ST OF STUDENT SPEAKERS SHALL BE CHRONOLOG CALLY REPEATED
AS NEEDED, | N THE SAME ORDER THE DI STRICT MAY REPEAT THE SELECTI ON
PROCESS EACH SEMESTER RATHER THAN ONCE A YEAR.
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D. THE SUBJECT OF THE STUDENT | NTRODUCTI ONS MJUST BE RELATED TO THE
PURPOSE OF THE EVENT AND TO THE PURPCSE OF MARKING THE OPENING OF THE
EVENT, HONORI NG THE OCCASI ON, THE PARTI Cl PANTS, AND THCSE | N ATTENDANCE,
BRI NG NG THE AUDI ENCE TO ORDER, AND FOCUSI NG THE AUDI ENCE ON THE PURPCSE
OF THE EVENT. THE SUBJECT MJUST BE DESI GNATED, A STUDENT MJST STAY ON THE
SUBJECT, AND THE STUDENT MAY NOT ENGAGE | N OBSCENE, VULGAR, OFFENSI VELY
LEWD OR | NDECENT SPEECH. THE SCHOOL DI STRICT SHALL TREAT A STUDENT' S
VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A RELI G QUS VI EWPO NT, | F ANY, ON AN OTHERW SE
PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT | N THE SAME MANNER THE DI STRI CT TREATS A STUDENT' S
VOLUNTARY EXPRESSION OF A SECULAR OR OTHER VI EWPOI NT ON AN OTHERW SE
PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT AND MAY NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST THE STUDENT BASED
ON A RELIGOQUS VIEWOA NT EXPRESSED BY THE STUDENT ON AN OTHERW SE
PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT.

E. FOR AS LONG AS THERE IS A NEED TO DI SPEL CONFUSION OVER THE
NON- SPONSORSHI P OF THE STUDENT' S SPEECH AT EACH EVENT I N WHI CH A STUDENT
W LL DELIVER AN | NTRODUCTI ON, A DI SCLAI MER SHALL BE STATED IN WRI TTEN OR
ORAL FORM OR BOIH, SUCH AS, "THE STUDENT G VI NG THE | NTRODUCTI ON FOR
THI'S EVENT | S A VOLUNTEERI NG STUDENT SELECTED ON NEUTRAL CRITERIA TO
I NTRODUCE THE EVENT. THE CONTENT OF THE | NTRODUCTI ON | S THE PRI VATE
EXPRESSI ON OF THE STUDENT AND DOES NOT REFLECT THE ENDORSEMENT, SPONSOR-
SHI P, POSI TI ON OR EXPRESSI ON OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT. "

F. CERTAI N STUDENTS WHO HAVE ATTAI NED SPECI AL PCSI TIONS OF HONOR [N
THE SCHOCL HAVE TRADI TI ONALLY ADDRESSED SCHOOL AUDI ENCES FROM Tl ME TO
TIME AS A TANGENTI AL COVPONENT OF THEIR ACH EVED POSITIONS OF HONOR,
SUCH AS THE CAPTAINS OF VARI QUS SPORTS TEAMs, STUDENT COUNCI L OFFI CERS,
CLASS OFFI CERS, HOVECOM NG KI NGS AND QUEENS, PROM KI NGS AND QUEENS, AND
THE LIKE, AND HAVE ATTAI NED THEI R POSI TI ONS BASED ON NEUTRAL CRI TERI A.
NOTHI NG IN THI' S SUBDI VI SION SHALL ELI M NATE THE CONTI NUATION OF THE
PRACTI CE OF HAVI NG THESE STUDENTS, | RRESPECTI VE OF GRADE LEVEL, ADDRESS
SCHOCL AUDI ENCES | N THE NORVAL COURSE OF THEI R RESPECTI VE PCSI TI ONS. THE
SCHOCL DI STRI CT SHALL CREATE A LIM TED PUBLI C FORUM FOR THE SPEAKERS AND
SHALL TREAT A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A RELIGE QUS VI EWPO NT,
IF ANY, ON AN OIHERW SE PERM SSIBLE SUBJECT IN THE SAME MANNER THE
DI STRI CT TREATS A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A SECULAR OR OTHER
VI EWPO NT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT AND MAY NOT DI SCRI M NATE
AGAI NST THE STUDENT BASED ON A RELIGE QUS VIEWQA NT EXPRESSED BY THE
STUDENT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT.

7. STUDENT SPEAKERS AT GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES. A. THE SCHOCOL DI STRI CT
HEREBY CREATES A LI M TED PUBLI C FORUM CONSI STI NG OF AN OPPORTUNI TY FOR A
STUDENT TO SPEAK TO BEG N GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES AND ANOTHER STUDENT TO
SPEAK TO END GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES. FOR EACH SPEAKER, THE DI STRI CT SHALL
SET A VAXIMUM TI ME LIM T REASONABLE AND APPROPRI ATE TO THE OCCASI ON.

B. ONLY STUDENTS WHO ARE GRADUATI NG AND WHO HOLD ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG
NEUTRAL CRI TERI A POSI TI ONS OF HONOR SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO USE THE LI M TED
PUBLI C FORUM  STUDENT COUNCI L OFFI CERS, CLASS OFFI CERS OF THE GRADUAT-
ING CLASS, THE TOP THREE ACADEM CALLY RANKED GRADUATES, OR A SHORTER OR
LONGER LI ST OF STUDENT LEADERS AS THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT MAY DESI GNATE. A
STUDENT WHO W LL OTHERW SE HAVE A SPEAKI NG ROLE I N THE GRADUATI ON CERE-
MONIES | S I NELI G BLE TO G VE THE OPENI NG AND CLCSI NG REMARKS. THE NAMES
OF THE ELI G BLE VOLUNTEERI NG STUDENTS W LL BE RANDOWLY DRAWN. THE FI RST
NAVE DRAVWN W LL G VE THE OPENI NG AND THE SECOND NAME DRAWN WLL G VE THE
CLCSI NG

C. THE TOPI C OF THE OPENI NG AND CLOSI NG REMARKS MUST BE RELATED TO THE
PURPOSE OF THE GRADUATI ON CEREMONY AND TO THE PURPOSE OF MARKING THE
OPENING AND CLOSING OF THE EVENT, HONORI NG THE OCCASI ON, THE PARTI G
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| PANTS, AND THOSE | N ATTENDANCE, BRI NG NG THE AUDI ENCE TO ORDER, AND
FOCUSI NG THE AUDI ENCE ON THE PURPOSE OF THE EVENT.

D. I N ADDI TION TO THE STUDENTS A VI NG THE OPENI NG AND CLGSI NG REMARKS,
CERTAIN OIHER STUDENTS WHO HAVE ATTAI NED SPECI AL PCSI TI ONS OF HONOR
BASED ON NEUTRAL CRI TERI A, | NCLUDI NG W THOUT LI M TATI ON, THE VALEDI CTG
RI AN, WLL HAVE SPEAKI NG ROLES AT GRADUATI ON CEREMONI ES. FOR EACH
SPEAKER, THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT SHALL SET A MAXIMUM TI ME LIM T REASONABLE
AND APPROPRI ATE TO THE OCCASI ON AND TO THE POSI TI ON HELD BY THE SPEAKER
FOR TH S PURPOSE, THE DI STRI CT CREATES A LIM TED PUBLI C FORUM FOR THESE
STUDENTS TO DELI VER THE ADDRESSES. THE SUBJECT OF THE ADDRESSES MUST BE
RELATED TO THE PURPOSE OF THE GRADUATI ON CEREMONY, MARKI NG AND HONCRI NG
THE OCCASI ON, HONORI NG THE PARTI Cl PANTS AND THOSE | N ATTENDANCE, AND THE
STUDENT' S PERSPECTI VE ON PURPOSE, ACHI EVEMENT, LI FE, SCHOCOL, GRADUATI ON,
AND LOOKI NG FORWARD TO THE FUTURE.

E. THE SUBJECT MJST BE DESIGNATED FOR EACH STUDENT SPEAKER, THE
STUDENT MJUST STAY ON THE SUBJECT, AND THE STUDENT MAY NOT' ENGAGE I N
OBSCENE, VULGAR, OFFENSIVELY LEW OR | NDECENT SPEECH THE SCHOCL
DI STRI CT SHALL TREAT A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSION OF A RELIG QUS
VIEWPO NT, |F ANY, ON AN OIHERWSE PERM SSIBLE SUBJECT I N THE SAME
MANNER THE DI STRI CT TREATS A STUDENT' S VOLUNTARY EXPRESSI ON OF A SECULAR
OR OTHER VI EWPO NT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT AND MAY NOT
DI SCRIM NATE  AGAINST THE STUDENT BASED ON A RELIG QUS VI EWPA NT
EXPRESSED BY THE STUDENT ON AN OTHERW SE PERM SSI BLE SUBJECT.

F. A WRITTEN DI SCLAI MER SHALL BE PRINTED IN THE GRADUATI ON PROGRAM
THAT STATES, "THE STUDENTS WHO W LL BE SPEAKI NG AT THE GRADUATI ON CERE-
MONY WERE SELECTED BASED ON NEUTRAL CRI TERI A TO DELI VER MESSAGES OF THE
STUDENTS' OWN CHO CES. THE CONTENT OF EACH STUDENT SPEAKER S MESSAGE | S
THE PRI VATE EXPRESSI ON OF THE | NDI VI DUAL STUDENT AND DCES NOT'  REFLECT
ANY POSI TI ON OR EXPRESSI ON OF THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR THE BOARD OF TRUS-
TEES, OR THE DI STRI CT' S ADM NI STRATI ON, OR EMPLOYEES OF THE DI STRICT, OR
THE VI EWS OF ANY OTHER GRADUATE. THE CONTENTS OF THESE MESSAGES WERE
PREPARED BY THE STUDENT VOLUNTEERS, AND THE DI STRI CT REFRAI NED FROM ANY
| NTERACTI ON W TH STUDENT SPEAKERS REGARDI NG THE STUDENT SPEAKERS VI EW
PO NTS ON PERM SSI BLE SUBJECTS. "

8. RELI G QUS EXPRESSI ON | N CLASS ASSI GNMVENTS. STUDENTS MAY EXPRESS THE
STUDENTS' BELI EFS ABOUT RELI G ON | N HOVEWORK, ARTWORK, AND OTHER WRI TTEN
AND ORAL ASSI GNMENTS FREE FROM DI SCRI M NATI ON BASED ON THE RELI G QUS
CONTENT OF THE STUDENTS SUBM SSI ON. HOVEWORK AND CLASSROOM WORK  SHALL
BE JUDGED BY CORDI NARY ACADEM C STANDARDS OF SUBSTANCE AND RELEVANCE AND
AGAI NST OTHER LEG TI MATE PEDAGOG CAL CONCERNS | DENTI FI ED BY THE SCHOOL.
STUDENTS MAY NOI' BE PENALIZED OR REWARDED ON ACCOUNT OF RELI Q@ QUS
CONTENT. IF A TEACHER S ASSI GNMVENT | NVOLVES WRI TI NG A PCEM THE WORK OF
A STUDENT WHO SUBM TS A PCEMIN THE FORM OF A PRAYER ( FOR EXAVPLE, A
PSALM SHOULD BE JUDGED ON THE BASI S OF ACADEM C STANDARDS, | NCLUDI NG
LI TERARY QUALITY, AND NOT PENALI ZED OR REWARDED ON ACCOUNT OF | TS RELI -
G OQUS CONTENT.

9. FREEDOM TO ORGANI ZE RELI G QUS GROUPS AND ACTI VI TIES. STUDENTS NAY
ORGANI ZE PRAYER GROUPS, RELIG OQUS CLUBS, "SEE YQU AT THE POLE" GATH
ERI NGS, AND OTHER RELI G QUS GATHERI NGS BEFORE, DURI NG AND AFTER SCHOOL
TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT STUDENTS ARE PERM TTED TO ORGANI ZE OTHER NONCUR-
RI CULAR STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND GROUPS. RELI G QUS GROUPS MJST BE G VEN
THE SAME ACCESS TO SCHOOL FACI LI TIES FOR ASSEMBLI NG AS | S G VEN TO OTHER
NON- CURRI CULAR GROUPS, W THOUT DI SCRI M NATION BASED ON THE RELIAQ QUS
CONTENT OF THE GROUP'S EXPRESSION. |F STUDENT GROUPS THAT MEET FOR
NONRELI G QUS ACTIVITIES ARE PERM TTED TO ADVERTISE OR ANNOUNCE THE
GROUPS'  MEETI NGS, FOR EXAMPLE, BY ADVERTI SI NG I N A STUDENT NEWSPAPER,
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PUTTI NG UP POSTERS, MAKI NG ANNOUNCEMENTS ON A STUDENT ACTIVITIES BULLE-
TIN BOARD OR PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM OR HANDI NG OUT LEAFLETS, SCHOOL
AUTHORI TI ES MAY NOT DI SCRI M NATE AGAI NST GROUPS THAT MEET FOR PRAYER OR
OTHER RELIJ QUS SPEECH. SCHOOL AUTHORI TI ES MAY DI SCLAI M SPONSORSHI P OF
NON- CURRI CULAR GROUPS AND EVENTS, PROVI DED THEY ADM NI STER THE DI SCLAI M
ER IN A MANNER THAT DOES NOT FAVOR OR DI SFAVOR CROUPS THAT MEET TO
ENGAGE | N PRAYER OR OTHER RELI G OUS SPEECH.

10. LIMTATIONS. A NOTHING IN TH'S SECTI ON SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO
AUTHORI ZE THI S STATE OR ANY OF | TS POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ONS TO

(1) REQUI RE ANY PERSON TO PARTI Cl PATE I N PRAYER OR I N ANY OTHER RELI -
G QUS ACTIVITY; OR

(2) VI OLATE THE CONSTI TUTI ONAL RI GHTS OF ANY PERSON.

B. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO LIM T THE
AUTHORI TY OF ANY PUBLI C SCHOOL TO

(1) MAINTAIN ORDER AND DI SCI PLI NE ON THE CAMPUS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL
I N A CONTENT AND VI EWPO NT NEUTRAL MANNER;

(2) PROTECT THE SAFETY OF STUDENTS, EMPLOYEES AND VI SI TORS OF THE
PUBLI C SCHOOL; OR

(3) ADOPT AND ENFORCE POLI Cl ES AND PROCEDURES REGARDI NG STUDENT SPEECH
AT SCHOOL PROVI DED THAT THE POLI CI ES AND PROCEDURES DO NOT VI OLATE THE
RIGHTS OF STUDENTS AS GUARANTEED BY THE UNI TED STATES AND NEW YORK
CONSTI TUTI ONS AND LAWS.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to all
school years comrencing on or after July 1, 2015.



