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STATE OF NEW YORK

341
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A RYAN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to creating and authori z-
ing the presentation of the "civilian nedal of valor"; and to anend
the state finance law, in relation to establishing the "civilian neda
of val or fund"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby finds that the
terrorist attacks on the Wrld Trade Towers on the norning of Septenber
11, 2001 have forever changed the lives of all residents of New York
state, the United States of Anerica and all other countries of the
worl d. These cowardly and barbaric acts have deprived thousands upon
thousands of <citizens and individuals throughout the world of their
| oved ones, and the confort, support and the security of know ng that
they live in a safe place. Today, thousands of United States mlitary
personnel are risking their lives and personal safety, and are separated
fromtheir famly nmenbers so that they nay protect the citizens of our
great nation and to attenpt to bring the masterni nds behind the cowardly
events of Septenber eleventh to justice. The laws of this state and
country already provide for various awards, nmedals and decorations for
mlitary personnel who in the service of our country, or in the service
of the organized mlitia of this state have di spl ayed conspicuous acts
of valor, heroism courage or gallantry, either in their mlitary capac-
ities or in acivilian capacity. These nedals, decorations and honors
i ncl ude a conspi cuous service cross that is presented in the nanme of the
| egi slature of the state by the governor. The events of Septenber el ev-
ent h brought about untold nunbers of heroic acts and deeds by so many of
the public servants of the state, including firefighters and police
officers of the city of New York and police officers of the port author-
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ity of New York and New Jersey as well as ordinary citizens who risked
their lives and personal safety to aid and assist others during these
events, and the carnage and destruction that inmediately followed. In
the nonths and vyears ahead, the citizens of this state are likely to
encounter other and further acts of terrorism that wll affect their
safety and well being. Events such as the Septenber eleventh terrorist
attacks brought out the true nature of the citizens of this great state.
In atime of extreme crisis and need, hundreds and thousands of New
Yorkers risked life, linb and safety to assist others in simlar need
and distress. Countless others toiled tirelessly in food banks, blood
banks and charitabl e organi zati ons throughout all of New York. It is the
intent of this act to honor the "ordinary citizens" of New York that
perform unsel fi sh, courageous acts of gallantry that are worthy of
special recognition and honor by the |egislature, the governor and all
of the citizens of the state. Wiile no action can truly recognize or
repay these civilian heroes for their selfless acts of courage and
heroism the legislature finds and deternmines that it is appropriate to
create, pursuant to the terns of this act, the "civilian nedal of
valor”. The civilian nmedal of valor shall be awarded, in the nane of the
grateful residents of the state of New York, to the residents of this
state that have, either, already displayed a conspi cuous act of heroism
or courage in assisting other residents of New York, as well as, the
residents of other countries, or that may do so in the future.

S 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 10 to read
as foll ows:

S 10. CVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR 1. THE GOVERNOR | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO
PRESENT I N THE NAVE OF THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK AND ON
BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, A CIVILIAN MEDAL, TO BE
KNOW AS THE "Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR'. SUCH MEDAL MAY BE AWARDED TO ANY
PERSON WHO WAS A CI TI ZEN OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK (A) AT THE TIME OF THE
PRESENTATI ON OF SUCH MEDAL OR (B) AT THE TIME OF THE ACT OR ACTS d VING
RISE TO THE BASIS FOR WH CH SUCH MEDAL | S BEI NG AWARDED. THE CI VI LI AN
MEDAL OF VALOR MAY BE AWARDED TO PERSONS WHO PERFORM A CONSPI CUOUS AND
UNSELFISH ACT OR ACTS OF VALOR, HERO SM OR COURAGE | N ASSI STI NG ANY
OTHER PERSON OR PERSONS. CANDI DATES FOR THE CIVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR
SHALL, UPON THE RECOMVENDATI ON OF ONE MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND ONE
SENATOR, BE CONSI DERED FOR SUCH AWARD BY THE CIVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR
COW TTEE, ESTABLI SHED PURSUANT TO SUBDIVISION TWDO OF THI S SECTI ON.
FURTHERMORE, SUCH COWM TTEE SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE SU TABLE DESIGN AND
| NSCRI PTI ON OF THE CI VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR

2. (A THERE |S HEREBY CREATED, W THI N THE EXECUTI VE DEPARTMENT, A
Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR COWMM TTEE WHI CH SHALL BE PERPETUAL | N DURATI ON
AND BE COWPOSED OF NI NE MEMBERS. THE MEMBERS OF THE COVMM TTEE SHALL BE
APPO NTED AS FOLLOWNS: THREE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR,
TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE,
TWO MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY, ONE
MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE SENATE AND ONE
MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY. THE
MEMBERSHI P OF SUCH COWMM TTEE SHALL REPRESENT THE BROAD SPECTRUM OF THE
CI TIZENRY OF TH' S STATE, EXCEPT THAT LESS THAN ONE- HALF OF THE MEMBERS
OF THE COW TTEE SHALL BE I N THE ARVED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES OR I N
THE ORGANI ZED M LI TIA OF THE STATE. THE MEMBERS OF THE COW TTEE SHALL
SERVE A TERM OF THREE YEARS, EXCEPT THAT THE | NI TI AL APPO NTEES SHALL
SERVE THE FOLLOW NG TERMS: ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE
MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND ONE MEMBER
APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY SHALL SERVE A TERM OF ONE YEAR;
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ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE GOVERNOR, ONE MEMBER APPQO NTED BY THE TEMPO-
RARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND ONE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF
THE ASSEMBLY SHALL SERVE A TERM OF TWO YEARS;, AND ONE MEMBER APPO NTED
BY THE GOVERNOR, THE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE
SENATE AND THE MEMBER APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY
SHALL SERVE A TERM OF THREE YEARS. THE MEMBERS OF THE COWM TTEE SHALL
SERVE UNTI L THElI R SUCCESSORS HAVE BEEN APPO NTED AND HAVE QUALI FI ED.
EVERY VACANCY OCCURRING IN THE MEMBERSH P OF THE COMM TTEE SHALL BE
FILLED FOR THE UNEXPI RED TERM OF THE VACANT MEMBER IN THE MANNER
PROVIDED FOR THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT OF SUCH MEMBER. THE CHAI R AND
SECRETARY OF THE COW TTEE SHALL BE ELECTED FROM AMONG THE MEMBERSHI P OF
SUCH COWM TTEE BY A MAJORI TY VOTE THERECF.

(B) THE CIVILI AN MEDAL OF VALOR COW TTEE SHALL MEET NOT LESS THAN
ONCE ANNUALLY, AND AT SUCH TI MES AS THE CHAI R, SECRETARY OR ANY THREE
MEMBERS SHALL DESI GNATE. THE COW TTEE UPON CONVENING A MEETING SHALL
REVI EW ALL CANDI DATES FOR THE Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR RECOMVENDED NOT
LESS THAN THI RTY DAYS PRI OR TO SUCH MEETI NG THE COW TTEE SHALL ADOPT
ALL RULES PROVIDI NG FOR I TS PROCEDURES AND THE SPECI FI C QUALI FI CATI ONS
FOR THE AWARDI NG OF THE Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR UPON THE AFFI RVATI VE
VOTE OF A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COWMM TTEE, A CANDI DATE SHALL BE
AWARDED THE CIVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR SUCH MEDAL SHALL BE PRESENTED BY
THE GOVERNOR, OR, I N THE ALTERNATI VE, BY THE SENATOR AND MEMBER OF THE
ASSEMBLY REPRESENTI NG THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY DI STRICTS I N WH CH THE
VEDAL RECI PI ENT RESI DES.

(© THE MEMBERS OF THE Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR COW TTEE SHALL RECEI VE
NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEI R SERVI CES, BUT SHALL BE ALLONED THEIR ACTUAL
AND NECESSARY EXPENSES |INCURRED |IN THE PERFORVANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES
PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

S 3. The state finance |law is anended by adding a new section 89-i to
read as foll ows:
S 89-1. CVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR FUND. 1. THERE | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED

IN THE JO NT CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE AND THE
COWTROLLER, A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOAN AS THE "CI VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR
FUND" .

2. THE CIVILIAN MEDAL OF VALOR FUND SHALL CONSI ST OF ALL GRANTS,
BEQUESTS, DONATI ONS AND ALL OTHER MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED, d VEN
OR TRANSFERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE OR FUND.

3. THE MONEYS IN THE Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR FUND SHALL BE KEPT SEPA-
RATE AND APART, AND SHALL NOT BE COW NGLED W TH ANY OTHER MONEYS | N THE
CUSTODY OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF TAXATI ON AND FI NANCE OR THE COWPTROLLER,
AND SHALL ONLY BE EXPENDED AS PROVIDED BY SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF TH' S
SECTI ON.

4. THE MONEYS IN THE Cl VI LI AN MEDAL OF VALOR FUND SHALL BE EXPENDED
PURSUANT TO APPROPRIATION FOR THE PURPOSES OF | MPLEMENTING THE
PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON TEN OF THE EXECUTI VE LAW

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



