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STATE OF NEW YORK

3384
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 22, 2015

I ntroduced by M of A MDONALD -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Mental Health

AN ACT to amend the nental hygiene law and the education law, in
relation to suicide prevention

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 7.07 of the nmental hygiene |law is anended by addi ng
a new subdivision (g) to read as foll ows:

(G THE OFFICE, | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT, SHALL
| DENTI FY OR DEVELOP MATERI ALS FOR EDUCATORS REGARDI NG SUI Cl DE PREVENTI ON
MEASURES AND SI GNS OF DEPRESSI ON AMONG SCHOOL- AGED YOUTH WHICH MAY BE
USED BY SCHOOL DI STRI CTS AND BOARDS OF COOPERATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES,
AT THEIR OPTION, TO EDUCATE STUDENTS AS THEY DEEM APPROPRI ATE. SUCH
EDUCATI ONAL MATERI ALS SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, | NFORVATI ON
REGARDI NG SYMPTOVS OF DEPRESSION, HOW DEPRESSI ON MANI FESTS | TSELF I N
DI FFERENT CULTURES, WARNING SIGNS OF SUICIDE, ACTIONS TO TAKE ONCE A
YOUTH |S IDENTIFIED AS A RISK OF SU CIDE, AND A LI ST OF EDUCATI ONAL
VEBSI TES REGARDI NG SUI Cl DE AND YOUTHS. SUCH MATERI AL SHALL BE AVAI LABLE
ON THE | NTERNET WEBSI TE OF THE EDUCATI ON DEPARTMENT. THE WEBSI TE OF THE
OFFI CE SHALL PROVI DE A HYPERLI NK TO THE | NTERNET PAGE OF THE EDUCATI ON
DEPARTMENT THAT DI SPLAYS SUCH MATERI ALS.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 804-e to
read as foll ows:

S 804-E. INSTRUCTION RELATED TO THE PREVENTION OF SU CIDE AMONG
YOUTHS. 1. THE COW SSIONER SHALL MAKE AVAI LABLE, ON THE DEPARTMENT
VEBSI TE, MATERI ALS PURSUANT TO SUBDI VISION (G OF SECTION 7.07 OF THE
MENTAL HYd ENE LAW AMONG SCHOOL- AGED YOUTH | DENTI FI ED OR DEVELOPED BY
THE OFFI CE OF MENTAL HEALTH | N CONSULTATI ON W TH THE DEPARTMENT.

2. I NSTRUCTI ON REGARDI NG THE PREVENTI ON OF SUI Cl DE MAY BE | NCLUDED | N
THE HEALTH EDUCATI ON PROVIDED FOR TO ALL SECONDARY SCHOOL PUPI LS AND
SHALL BE TAUGHT BY TEACHERS CERTIFIED IN HEALTH EDUCATION. RELATED

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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COURSES IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOL CURRI CULUM MAY BE TAUGHT | N A MANNER
SUPPORTI VE OF HEALTH EDUCATI ON REGARDI NG THE PREVENTI ON OF SUl Cl DE AMONG
YOUTHS.

3. SCHOOL AUTHORI TI ES SHALL BE AUTHORI ZED TO PROVI DE THE NEEDED FACI L-
I TIES, TIME, AND PLACE FOR THE | NSTRUCTI ON SET FORTH I N THI S SECTI ON AND
TO PROVIDE LEARNING AIDS AND CURRI CULUM RESOURCE MATERIALS WH CH
CONTRI BUTE TO EFFECTI VE TEACHI NG METHODS AND LEARNI NG I N HEALTH EDUCA-
TI ON REGARDI NG THE PREVENTI ON OF SUI Cl DE AMONG YOUTHS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw



