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STATE OF NEW YORK

3229
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 22, 2015

Introduced by M of A  SCARBOROUGH -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT directing the conptroller to prepare an audit of certain New York
city regulatory agencies to assess the inpact of certain enforcenent
actions on small busi nesses

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The New York state deputy conptroller for the city of New
York shall prepare or cause to be prepared an audit of the foll ow ng
agencies in the city of New York: the departnment of consunmer affairs,
the departnent of environnmental protection, the departnent of buil dings,
the departnent of health and nental hygiene, the fire departnent, and
the environmental control board. Such audit shall be done in collab-
oration with the New York city conptroller's office. The audit shal
consist of areviewof the fines, tickets and regulatory penalties
i nposed by the above naned agencies on small businesses in New York
city. For the purposes of this act a "small business" shall be defined
as having up to 100 enployees. The audit shall exam ne the anount of
revenue col |l ected by the above naned agencies from small businesses and
the change in such revenue collected fromthe previous year. The audit
shall al so include the nunber of agency personnel dedicated or added for
enf orcenent purposes. The efficiency of the enforcenent and regulatory
actions should be examned to determne the extent to which they
fostered or increased conpliance with the relevant |aws, rules and regu-
| ati ons; whether the actions were of material benefit to the consuners
or the public that these busi nesses served; whether the enforcenent
actions were effective in changi ng i nproper behavior; and whether the
main effect was to raise revenue for the city of New York. The audit
shoul d exani ne the inpact of these enforcenment actions on the businesses
and on the public.
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The audit shall separately assess violations that are clearly health
or safety violations fromother violations, and exam ne whet her in non-
health or safety violations, inproved conpliance mght be achieved by
offering a first-tine "opportunity to cure" in selected situations as
opposed to the imrediate inposition of sanctions or fines. The audit
shall make recomrendations for policy or legislative initiatives, or
changes in practices, that would inprove the quality of service offered
by busi nesses and received by the public, as well as mintaining the
viability of businesses to operate safely, profitably and in conpliance
with the laws in the city of New York.

The audit report shall be submtted on March 31st following the vyear
being audited to the governor, the mayor of the city of New York, the
speaker of the New York state assenbly, the speaker of the New York city
council, the tenporary president of the senate, the chairs of the senate
and assenbly committees on econom ¢ devel opnent, and snall businesses,
and the chairs of the commttee on econonic devel opnent and on snal
business in the New York city council

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



