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STATE OF NEW YORK

31
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
( PREFI LED)
January 7, 2015

Introduced by M of A GANTT, RQZIC, DenDEKKER -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to authorizing
the testing and operation of autononpbus notor vehicles wupon public
hi ghways; to anend the general obligations law, in relation to the
liability of notor vehicle manufacturers for vehicles converted to
aut onorous notor vehicles; and directing the conm ssioner of notor
vehi cl es to make recommendati ons upon additional |egislative actions
relating to autononous vehicl es

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature hereby declares that
it intends to encourage and support the safe devel opnent, testing and
operation of notor vehicles with autononous technol ogy upon the public
hi ghways of the state. This state, while not prohibiting the testing and
operation of notor vehicles with autononmous technol ogy, hereby regul ates
such testing and operation.

S 2. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding two new
sections 100-e and 100-f to read as foll ows:

S 100- E. AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY. TECHNOLOGY | NSTALLED ON A MOTOR VEHI -
CLE THAT HAS THE CAPABI LI TY TO DRI VE THE VEH CLE ON WH CH THE TECHNOLOGY
| S | NSTALLED W THOUT THE ACTI VE CONTROL OR MONI TORI NG BY A HUVAN OPERA-
TOR SUCH TERM EXCLUDES A MOTOR VEH CLE ENABLED W TH ACTI VE SAFETY
SYSTEMS OR DRI VER ASSI STANCE SYSTEMS, | NCLUDING W THOUT LIMTATION, A
SYSTEM TO PROVIDE ELECTRONIC BLIND SPOT ASSI STANCE, CRASH AVO DANCE
EVMERGENCY BRAKI NG PARKI NG ASSI STANCE, ADAPTIVE CRU SE CONTROL, LANE
KEEP ASSI STANCE, LANE DEPARTURE WARNI NG, OR TRAFFI C JAM AND QUEU NG
ASS| STANT, UNLESS ANY SUCH SYSTEM ALONE OR | N COVBI NATION WTH OTHER
SYSTEMS ENABLES THE MOTOR VEH CLE ON WHI CH THE TECHNOLOGY | S | NSTALLED
TO DRI VE W THOUT THE ACTI VE CONTROL OR MONI TORI NG BY A HUMAN OPERATOR
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LBD03178-01-5



Co~NOoOUIT~hWNE

A 31 2

S 100-F. AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE. A MOTOR VEH CLE EQUI PPED W TH AUTONOMOUS
TECHNOL OGY.

S 3. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
379 to read as foll ows:

S 379. AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLES. 1. AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLES REQ STERED IN THI' S
STATE SHALL COWLY W TH ALL FEDERAL STANDARDS AND REGULATI ONS APPLI CABLE
TO MOTOR VEHI CLES. | N ADDI TI ON, EACH AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE SHALL:

(A) HAVE A MEANS TO ENGAGE AND DI SENGAGE THE AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY
THEREIN WHI CH | S EASILY ACCESSI BLE TO THE OPERATOR OF THE AUTONOVOUS
VEHI CLE;

(B) HAVE THE MEANS, |NSIDE SUCH VEH CLE, TO | NDI CATE TO THE OPERATOR
THEREOF WHEN THE AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE |'S OPERATI NG | N AUTONOMOUS MODE;

(© HAVE A MEANS TO ALERT THE OPERATOR THEREOF | F A TECHNOLOGY FAIl LURE
AFFECTI NG THE ABI LI TY OF SUCH VEH CLE TO SAFELY OPERATE AUTONOMOUSLY IS
DETECTED WH LE THE AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE | S OPERATI NG AUTONOMOUSLY, SO AS
TO DI RECT THE VEHI CLE OPERATOR TO RESUME CONTROL OF THE MOTOR VEH CLE;
AND

(D) BE CAPABLE OF BElI NG OPERATED | N COVPLI ANCE W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF
TH' S CHAPTER AND ANY RULES AND REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED PURSUANT THERETO.

2. ALL FEDERAL REGULATI ONS PROMULGATED BY THE NATI ONAL HI GHWAY TRAFFI C
SAFETY ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL SUPERSEDE ANY | NCONSI STENT PROVISION OF
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 4. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by addi ng a new section
507-a to read as foll ows:

S 507-A. OPERATI ON OF AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLES. 1. ANY PERSON WHO HOLDS A
CLASS D LICENSE OR I TS EQUI VALENT MAY OPERATE AN AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE I N
AUTONOMOUS MODE UPON A PUBLI C HI GHWAY.

2. FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S CHAPTER, A PERSON SHALL BE DEEMED TO BE
OPERATI NG AN AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE OPERATI NG | N AUTONOMOUS MODE WHEN SUCH
PERSON CAUSES SUCH VEHI CLE' S AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY TO ENGAGE, REGARDLESS
OF WHETHER SUCH PERSON | S PHYSI CALLY PRESENT | N THE AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE.

S 5. The vehicle and traffic law is anmended by adding a new section
1212-a to read as foll ows:

S 1212-A TESTING OF AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLES. 1. MOTOR VEH CLES W TH
AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY ARE AUTHORI ZED TO BE OPERATED ON PUBLI C HI GHWAYS
BY EMPLOYEES, CONTRACTORS OR OTHER PERSONS DESI GNATED BY A MANUFACTURER
OF AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY FOR THE PURPOSE OF TESTING SUCH TECHNOLOGY.
PROVI DED, HOWEVER, THAT FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON A HUMAN OPERA-
TOR SHALL BE PRESENT WTHI N THE MOTOR VEHI CLE SUCH THAT SUCH OPERATOR
HAS THE ABILITY TO MONI TOR SUCH VEH CLE' S PERFORMANCE AND RESUME FULL
CONTROL OF THE MOTOR VEHI CLE, | F NECESSARY.

2. PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF ANY TESTI NG PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON,
THE ENTITY SHALL SUBM T TO THE DEPARTMENT AN | NSTRUMENT OF | NSURANCE,
SURETY BOND OR PROOF OF SELF-1 NSURANCE ACCEPTABLE TO THE COWM SSI ONER | N
AN AMOUNT OF NOT LESS THAN FI VE M LLI ON DOLLARS.

S 6. Article 9 of the general obligations Iaw is anmended by adding a
new title 3 to read as foll ows:

TI TLE 3
AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLES
SECTI ON 9-301. DEFI NI TI ONS.
9-303. LIABILITY OF ORI G NAL MANUFACTURER, DI STRI BUTOR OR DEAL-
ER

S 9-301. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN THI' S TI TLE:

1. "AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE" SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANING AS PROVIDED |IN
SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED- F OF THE VEHI CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW
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2. "MOTOR VEH CLE" SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS PROVI DED | N SECTI ON
ONE HUNDRED TVENTY- FI VE OF THE VEH CLE AND TRAFFI C LAW

S 9-303. LIABILITY OF ORIG NAL MANUFACTURER, DI STRI BUTOR OR DEALER.
THE ORI G NAL MANUFACTURER, DI STRIBUTOR OR DEALER OF A MOTOR VEH CLE
CONVERTED TO BE AN AUTONOMOUS VEHI CLE BY A THI RD PARTY AFTER DELI VERY OF
SUCH MOTOR VEHI CLE BY SUCH MANUFACTURER, DI STRI BUTOR OR DEALER, SHALL
NOT BE LI ABLE IN, SHALL HAVE AN ABSCLUTE DEFENSE TO AND SHALL BE
DI SCHARGED FROM ANY CAUSE OF ACTI ON COMMENCED BY ANY PERSON FOR DAMAGES
DUE TO AN ALLEGED MOTOR VEHI CLE DEFECT CAUSED BY THE CONVERSI ON OF SUCH
VEH CLE TO AN AUTONOMOUS VEH CLE, OR BY ANY EQUI PMENT | NSTALLED UPON A
MOTOR VEHI CLE BY THE PERSON WHO CONVERTED SUCH VEHI CLE TO AN AUTONOMOUS
VEHI CLE, UNLESS SUCH DEFECT | S ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN PRESENT | N THE MOTOR
VEHI CLE AS ORI G NALLY MANUFACTURED.

S 7. The conm ssioner of notor vehicles shall study the operation and

testing of autononous vehicles, and shall, on or before February 12,
2017, report his or her findings and recomrendati ons to the governor and
the legislature. Such report shall include reconmendati ons and such

| egi sl ative proposals as shall be deened necessary for the safe testing
and operation of notor vehicles equi pped with autononous technol ogy.

S 8. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



