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STATE OF NEW YORK

2716
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 20, 2015

Introduced by M of A PEOPLES-STOKES -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Hi gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
police officer and firefighter |oan forgiveness program

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The education |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 677-b
to read as foll ows:

S 677-B. POLI CE OFFI CER AND FI REFI GHTER LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM 1.
CERTI FI CATI ON. POLI CE OFFI CER AND FI REFI GHTER LOAN FORA VENESS AWARDS
SHALL BE AWARDED EACH YEAR. SUCH AWARDS SHALL BE ALLOCATED AS PROVI DED
IN THI' S SECTI ON TO ELI G BLE POLI CE OFFI CERS AND ELI G BLE FI REFI GHTERS AS
CERTI FI ED TO THE COW SSI ONER BY THE PRESI DENT.

2. ELIGBILITY. A POLICE OFFI CER OR FI REFI GHTER SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR
AN AWARD UNDER THI' S SECTI ON PROVI DED THAT: (1) SUCH PERSON RESI DES IN A
CITY WTH A POPULATION BETWEEN TWDO HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND AND ONE
M LLION WH CH HAS ENACTED A LOCAL LAW PROVI DI NG FOR SUCH POLI CE OFFI CER
AND FI REFI GHTER LOAN FORG VENESS PROGRAM (1) SUCH PCOLICE OFFICER OR
FI REFI GHTER | S EMPLOYED I N SUCH CI TY AS A POLI CE OFFI CER OR FI REFI GHTER,
AND (II11) SUCH PCOLICE OFFICER OR FIREFI GHTER | NCURRED STUDENT LQAN
EXPENSE WHI LE ATTENDI NG BUFFALO STATE COLLEGE, UNI VERSI TY OF BUFFALO OR
ERI E COVWUNI TY COLLEGE.

3. DURATI ON. EACH AWARD SHALL ENTI TLE THE RECI PI ENT TO AN ANNUAL AWARD
AND A RECI PI ENT SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR NO MORE THAN A TOTAL OF TWO THOU-
SAND DOLLARS A YEAR FOR A MAXI MUM OF SI X YEARS.

4. CALCULATI ON OF AWARD AMOUNTS. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE
FOR CALCULATI NG THE DOLLAR AMOUNT OF EACH AWARD THAT ELI G BLE CANDI DATES
MAY RECEI VE FROM TH S PROGRAM

5. STUDENT LOAN EXPENSE. STUDENT LOAN EXPENSE SHALL MEAN THE CUMULA-
TIVE TOTAL OF THE ANNUAL STUDENT LQOANS COVERI NG THE COST OF ATTENDANCE
AT BUFFALO STATE COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO OR ERIE COWUN TY

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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COLLEGE WHI CH ARE QUTSTANDI NG WHEN APPLI CATI ON FOR SUCH PROGRAM | S MADE
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION SI X OF THIS SECTI ON. INTEREST PAID OR DUE ON
SUCH STUDENT LQANS THAT AN APPLI CANT HAS TAKEN OUT FOR USE I N PAYI NG FOR
SUCH EDUCATI ON SHALL BE CONSI DERED ELI G BLE FOR REI MBURSEMENT UNDER THI S
PROGRAM

6. APPLI CATI ON AND SELECTI ON. APPLI CATI ON SHALL BE MADE TO THE COW S-
SI ONER | N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE COWM SSI ONER.

7. AWARD DI SBURSEMENT. ANNUAL AWARD DI SBURSEMENTS SHALL BE THE RESPON-
SIBILITY O THE COW SSI ONER. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL FORWARD APPROVED
APPLI CATI ONS TO THE PRESI DENT NO LATER THAN NI NETY DAYS AFTER RECEI PT OF
SUCH APPLI CATI ONS. W THI N FORTY- FI VE DAYS, THE PRESI DENT SHALL VERIFY
THE APPROVED APPLI CANTS' ELIG BILITY AND TOTAL STUDENT LOAN EXPENSE.

8. NOTIFI CATION. THE PRESIDENT SHALL NOTIFY THE COW SSI ONER OF THE
AWARD ENTI TLEMENT FOR EACH APPROVED APPLI CANT PURSUANT TO THE VERI FI CA-
TI ON PERFORMED | N SUBDI VI SI ON SEVEN OF THI S SECTI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



