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STATE OF NEW YORK

2455
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 16, 2015

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Housi ng

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to establishing a
centralized statew de registry of accessible or adaptable housing for
people with disabilities to be known as "Access- New Yor k"

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Access-New York Act".

S 2. The public housing law is anended by adding a new section 14-a to
read as foll ows:

S 14-A. ADDI TI ONAL DUTI ES | N RELATI ON TO " ACCESS- NEW YORK ACT". 1.
FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW
| NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "ACCESSIBLE UNIT" MEANS A RESIDENTIAL UNIT IN A COVERED PREM SE
VH CH MEETS THE CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED FOR SUCH UNI TS BY THE COWM SSI ONER
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SI ON TWO OF THI S SECTI ON

(B) "ADAPTABLE UNIT" MEANS A RESIDENTIAL UNIT IN A COVERED PREM SE
VH CH MEETS THE CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED FOR SUCH UNI TS BY THE COWM SSI ONER
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (B) OF SUBDI VI SI ON TWDO OF THI S SECTI ON

(©) "COVERED OMNER' MEANS AN OMNER, MANAGER, OPERATOR OR OTHER PRI VATE
OR PUBLIC ENTITY ENGAGED IN THE SALE OR RENTAL OF COVERED PREM SES I N
THE STATE OF NEW YORK, | NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO, HOUSING AUTHORI -
TI ES.

(D) "COVERED PREM SES' MEANS ANY PRI VATELY OR PUBLI CLY OANED BUI LDI NG
CONTAI Nl NG THREE OR MORE RESI DENTI AL DVELLING UNITS WHICH ARE OFFERED
FOR SALE OR RENT

(E) "ACCESSIBLE WEB SITE" SHALL HAVE THE SAME MEANI NG AS DEFI NED I N
REQUI REMENTS OF SECTI ON FI VE HUNDRED ElI GHT OF THE FEDERAL REHABI LI TATI ON
ACT OF 1973, AS AVENDED, AND I TS | MPLEMENTI NG REGULATI ONS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. (A) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP NO LATER THAN ONE YEAR AFTER THE
EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH' S SECTI ON AND MAI NTAI N A STATEW DE HOUSI NG REG STRY
CALLED " ACCESS- NEW YORK" TO CONSI ST OF A DATABASE TO TRACK ACCESSI BLE
AND ADAPTABLE UNITS, AND TO MAI NTAI N | NFORVATI ON ABOUT SUCH HOUSI NG
AVAI LABI LI TY. THE DATABASE SHALL USE THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LIM TED TO, ACCESS| BLE WEB S| TE TECHNOLOGY AND TOLL- FREE TELE-
COVMUNI CATI ONS  SYSTEMS THAT | NCLUDE A TOLL- FREE TELEPHONE NUMBER TO A
LI VE OPERATOR AND A TOLL- FREE TTY LINE. THESE TECHNOLOG ES SHALL MAKE
AVAI LABLE ONGOI NG ACCESSI BLE OR ADAPTABLE HOUSI NG | NFORVATI ON TO DI SA-
Bl LI TY AGENCI ES, ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS AND PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES.

(B) THE COWVM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH CRI TERI A TO | DENTI FY AND CATEGOR-
| ZE RESI DENTI AL DWELLING UNITS IN COVERED PREM SES WH CH UNITS ARE
OFFERED FOR RENT OR SALE AND WHI CH ARE ACCESSI BLE TO PERSONS W TH DI SA-
BI LI TIES OR WH CH ARE ADAPTABLE TO ACCOMMODATE PERSONS W TH DI SABI LI -
TIES. SUCH CRITERIA SHALL BE BASED ON THE PROVI SI ONS OF SECTI ON ONE
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SEVEN OF THE BUI LDI NG CODE OF NEW YORK STATE AND
OTHER STANDARDS WHI CH THE COWM SSI ONER DEEMS RELEVANT.

THE CATEGOR ES ESTABLI SHED BY THE COVM SSI ONER SHALL ENABLE PERSONS
W TH DI SABI LI TI ES WHO ARE SEEKI NG ACCOMMODATI ONS TO RENT OR PURCHASE TO
READILY [DENTIFY UNITS WH CH W LL ACCOVMODATE THEI R NEEDS AND SHALL BE
DESI GNED TO ENABLE OWNERS TO EASI LY | DENTI FY AND CATEGORI ZE ALL ACCESSI -
BLE AND ADAPTABLE UNI TS.

(C) THE ACCESS- NEW YORK DATABASE SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO

(1) LOCATI ON OF EXI STI NG AND PROPOSED ACCESS| BLE OR ADAPTABLE HOUSI NG
UNI TS;

(1'1) RENT AND PURCHASE PRI CE LEVELS;

(I111) ACCESSIBLE OR ADAPTABLE PRQJECTS RECEIVING LOCAL, STATE OR
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ASS| STANCE;

(V) WHETHER OR NOT COVERED OWNER ACCEPTS SUBSI DI ES SUCH AS "SECTI ON
8", PUBLIC ASSI STANCE AND/ OR LOCAL, MUNI Cl PAL, STATE OR FEDERAL HOUSI NG
SUBSI DI ES:;

(V) NUMBER OF BEDROOVS;

(Vi) DEVELOPMENT AMENI Tl ES;

(VI1) NEI GHBORHOOD FEATURES, | NCLUDI NG WHETHER OR NOT SUCH UNIT IS ON
A LINE OF PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON;

(VIT1) YEAR OF CONSTRUCTI ON;

(1X) PARTI CULAR ACCESS| BLE OR ADAPTABLE FEATURES TO ASSI ST PERSONS WHO
ARE DEAF, HARD OF HEARI NG, BLIND OR VI SUALLY | MPAI RED,

(X) PARTI CULAR ACCESS| BLE OR ADAPTABLE FEATURES, AS DETERM NED BY THE
COWM SSI ONER;

(XI) VACANCY STATUS;

(XIT) WAI TING LI ST STATUS;

(XI'11) CONTACT | NFORMATI ON, | NCLUDI NG COVERED OMER S NAME, MAILING
ADDRESS, PHONE NUMVBER, FAX NUMVBER, E- MAI L ADDRESS, WEB S| TE AND TTY
PHONE NUVBER | F AVAI LABLE; AND

(XI'V) ANY OCCUPANCY RESTRI CTI ONS THAT APPLY TO THE UNIT.

(D) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVIDE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE TO COVERED
OMERS TO ASSIST IN |DENTIFYI NG AND LI STI NG ACCESSI BLE AND ADAPTABLE
UNI TS.

3. EVERY COVERED OANER OF A COVERED PREM SES SHALL LI ST ALL ACCESSI BLE
UNI TS AND ADAPTABLE UNI TS ON THE ACCESS- NEW YORK REG STRY | N ACCORDANCE
W TH A SCHEDULE ESTABLI SHED BY THE COMM SSI ONER BUT NO SOONER THAN SI XTY
DAYS AFTER THE REG STRY |'S OPERATI ONAL AND THE COWM SSI ONER PROMULGATES
RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO | MPLEMENT THE REG STRY. NOTW THSTANDI NG THE
FOREGO NG, THE COWM SSI ONER MAY REQUI RE THAT COVERED OWNERS OF PUBLI CLY
OANED COVERED PREM SES | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES
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LI ST ACCESSI BLE AND ADAPTABLE UNI TS AT ANY TI ME THAT THE COW SSI ONER
DEEMS APPROPRI ATE.

THE SCHEDULE ESTABLISHED BY THE COW SSIONER FOR THE LI STI NG OF
PRI VATELY OAMNED ACCESSI BLE AND ADAPTABLE UNI TS MAY PROVI DE FOR PHASI NG
IN OF THE REQUI REMENT BY BUI LDI NG Sl ZE, GEOGRAPHI C AREA OR OTHER CRI TE-
RI A OVER A REASONABLE PERI OD OF TI ME.

4. ANY TENANT WHO OCCUPI ES AN ACCESSI BLE UNNT OR AN ADAPTABLE UNT
SHALL PROVIDE AT LEAST THI RTY DAYS WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO THE COVERED OWNER
OF H'S OR HER I NTENT TO VACATE AND SI MULTANEQUSLY NOTI FY THE REQ STRY BY
PHONE OR REGULAR MAI L. COVERED OMERS SHALL NOTI FY THE REG STRY OF ALL
ACCESSI BLE UNI TS AND ADAPTABLE UNI TS THAT ARE AVAI LABLE FOR RENT W THI N
THREE BUSI NESS DAYS OF THE TI ME THE UNI TS BECOVE AVAI LABLE.

5. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROMULGATE A FORM OF NOTI CE THAT ADVI SES
TENANTS OF THEI R OBLI GATI ONS UNDER THI S SECTI ON. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
MAKE SUCH FORMS READI LY AVAI LABLE TO COVERED OWERS. COVERED OWERS
SHALL PROVIDE A COPY OF SUCH NOTI CE TO THE TENANT OF EVERY ACCESSI BLE
AND ADAPTABLE UNI T.

6. THE COVERED OMNER SHALL COLLECT AND RETAI N THE CONTACT | NFORMATI ON
OF ANY PARTY WHO SUBM TTED A WRI TTEN APPLI CATI ON FOR ACCESSI BLE OR
ADAPTABLE UNI TS FOR AT LEAST A TWELVE MONTH PERI OD.

7. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL NOTI FY YEARLY ALL PUBLI C HOUSI NG AUTHORI TI ES
AND OTHER PUBLI C ENTI TI ES RESPONSI BLE FOR FUNDI NG HOUSI NG DEVELOPMENT
PRQIECTS OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON AND ADVI SE THEM TO DI SSEM
| NATE THI S | NFORVATI ON TO ALL DEVELOPERS AND MANAGERS TO WHI CH THEY HAVE
DI SSEM NATED FUNDS. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ALSO NOTI FY YEARLY ALL | NDE-
PENDENT LIVING CENTERS WTH N NEW YORK STATE AND ALL NEW YORK STATE
AGENCI ES THAT SERVE PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TI ES OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S
SECTI ON AND ADVI SE THEM TO MAKE AVAI LABLE THI S | NFORVATI ON TO | NTERESTED
PARTI ES W TH N THEI R SERVI CE AREA.

8. THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL NOTI FY YEARLY ALL LI CENSED REAL ESTATE
BROKERS W THI N NEW YORK STATE OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON. THE
SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL ALSO NOTI FY YEARLY ALL APPROPRI ATE ENTI TI ES,
I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TG LOCAL BOARDS OF REALTORS, LANDLORD S
ASSCCI ATI ONS, ORGANI ZATI ONS REPRESENTI NG CO-OPS AND CONDOM NI UMs AND
BUI LDERS W THI N NEW YORK STATE OF THE REQUI REMENTS OF THIS SECTION AND
ADVI SE THEM TO DI SSEM NATE TH S | NFORMATI ON TO THEI R MEMBERS OR | NTER-
ESTED PARTI ES.

9. (A A SPECI AL ADVI SORY REVI EW PANEL SHALL BE ESTABLI SHED TO ASSI ST
THE COMM SSI ONER | N FACI LI TATI NG THE DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE
ACCESS- NEW YORK HOUSI NG REAQ STRY.

(B) THE SPECI AL ADVI SCRY REVI EW PANEL SHALL MEET AS NEEDED, AT LEAST
TWCE A YEAR, AND SHALL CONSI ST OF THREE REPRESENTATI VES FROM PUBLI C
HOUSI NG AUTHCORI TI ES W THI N NEW YORK STATE, THREE ADVOCATES OF THE DI SA-
BILITY COWUN TY AND THREE REPRESENTATI VES OF THE PRODUCTI ON, MANAGEMENT
OR MARKETI NG OF RESIDENTI AL REAL ESTATE, ONE OF EACH APPO NTED BY THE
GOVERNCOR, THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE
SENATE;, AND TWO TENANTS WTH DI SABILITIES, TWO REPRESENTATIVES FROM
NEI GHBORHOCD AND RURAL PRESERVATI ON COMPANI ES, ONE OF EACH APPO NTED BY
THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE M NORITY LEADER OF THE
SENATE.

(© ALL MEMBERS OF THE SPECIAL ADVISORY REVIEW PANEL SHALL BE
APPO NTED NO LATER THAN THI RTY DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH S
SECTI ON.

(D) THE MEMBERS OF THE SPECI AL ADVI SORY REVI EW PANEL SHALL SERVE W TH
OUT COVPENSATI ON, BUT SHALL BE REI MBURSED FOR THEI R NECESSARY AND ACTUAL
EXPENSES | NCURRED | N THE PERFORVMANCE OF THEI R DUTI ES.
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(E) THE SPECI AL ADVI SORY REVI EW PANEL MAY CONSULT W TH ANY ORGANI ZA-
TI ON, EDUCATI ONAL | NSTI TUTI ON, GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY, OR EXPERT IN A
RELATED FIELD TO ACH EVE |ITS GOAL. SUCH GOVERNMENTAL AGENCI ES SHALL
PROVI DE SUCH COOPERATI ON AND ASSI STANCE, SERVICES AND DATA AS WLL
ENABLE THE SPECIAL ADVI SORY REVIEW PANEL TO PROPERLY CARRY QUT I TS
DUTI ES.

(F) THE SPECI AL ADVI SORY REVI EW PANEL SHALL |ISSUE A REPORT TO THE
GOVERNOR, THE LEQ SLATURE, AND | NTERESTED ADVOCACY ORGANI ZATI ONS AND
| NDI VI DUALS ON ACCESS- NEW YORK, | NCLUDI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS, SI X MONTHS
AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SECTI ON AND ANNUALLY THEREAFTER.

(G THE SPECI AL ADVI SORY REVIEW PANEL SHALL PERFORM THE FOLLOW NG
DUTI ES, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIMTED TG

(1) DETERM NI NG WHETHER THERE | S SUFFI Cl ENT PARTI Cl PATION OF COVERED
OMERS IN THE HOUSING REGQ STRY AND MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS REGARDI NG
| NCREASED PARTI Cl PATI ON;

(1'l) DETERM NI NG WHETHER THE PROCESS FOR PARTIClI PATION BY COVERED
OMERS | N THE HOUSI NG REA STRY BEST FACI LI TATES ACCURATE LI STI NGS;

(I'11) CONSULTING WTH THE OPERATOR OF ACCESS- NEW YORK REGARDI NG THE
REVI EW OF SCHEDULES FOR CONTACT WTH COVERED OWERS, VERIFICATION OF
LI STI NGS AND ENTRY OF DATA TO ENSURE THE TI MELI NESS OF LI STI NGS;

(1V) ADVI SING THE DI VI SI ON OF HOUSI NG AND COVMUNI TY RENEWAL ON STRATE-
G ES TO MARKET ACCESS-NEW YORK TO ENSURE MAXI MUM PARTI Cl PATI ON BY
COVERED OWNERS;

(V) ASSESSI NG THE | MPACT OF MARKETI NG STRATEA ES ON USE OF THE SI TE BY
PEOPLE W TH DI SABI LI TIES AND THE ORGANI ZATI ONS THAT REPRESENT AND SERVE
THEM

(V1) EVALUATI NG THE ADEQUACY OF LI STI NG | NFORVATI ON BY SURVEYI NG HOUS-
| NG REA STRY USERS;

(M) EXAM N NG THE BENEFITS AND COSTS OF STRATEG ES FOR | NCREASI NG
PARTI Cl PATI ON I N THE HOUSI NG REG STRY AND RELIANCE UPON THE HOUSI NG
REG STRY BY USERS; AND

(M 1'1) EXAM NI NG OTHER | SSUES AS APPROPRI ATE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/ or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date is authorized and directed to be nmade
and conpl eted on or before such effective date.



