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Introduced by M of A SCH MEL, ZEBROMSKI, COOK, MONTESANO -- Milti -
Sponsored by -- M of A TH ELE -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Real Property Taxation

AN ACT to amend the real property tax law, in relation to exenpting
certain old-gromh forests fromtaxation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of
section 480-a of the real property tax |aw, as anended by chapter 396 of
the | aws of 2008, is anended and a new subparagraph (iii) 1is added to
read as foll ows:

(ii) participation in a forest certification program (such as Forest
Stewardship Council «certification, Sustainable Forestry |Initiative;
Anerican Tree Farm Program etc.) recognized in the regulations of the
departrment[.]; OR

(I'11) AS TO AN "OLD- GROMH"' ELIGBLE TRACT, A PLAN THAT | NCLUDES
PROVI SIONS THAT THE OLD- GROMH FOREST BE PROTECTED W TH M NI MUM MANAGE-
MENT OR DI STURBANCE THAT ONLY CONSI DERS PASSI VE RECREATI ONAL OPPORTU
NITIES WTH NO CONSTRUCTION OR COMMVERCI AL REMOVAL OF TREES. | N THOSE
PROVI SIONS, THE PROTECTION OF THE OLD- GROMH FOREST FROM | NVASI VE
SPECI ES AND DI SEASES MAY BE CONSI DERED

S 2. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 1 of section 480-a of the real prop-
erty tax law is relettered paragraph (i) and a new paragraph (h) is
added to read as foll ows:

"OLD- GROMH ELI A BLE TRACT" SHALL MEAN A TRACT THAT CONFORMS W TH
THE DEFINITION OF "OLD GROMH FOREST" CONTAINED I N SUBDI VI SION SI X OF
SECTI ON 45- 0105 OF THE ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI ON LAW AND THAT THE OMNER
OF SUCH TRACT HAS ELECTED TO DECLARE AS AN "OLD GROAMTH' TRACT

S 3. Paragraph (d) of subdivision 5 of section 480-a of the real prop-
erty tax lawis relettered paragraph (e) and a new paragraph (d) is
added to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) NO CUTTING OF FOREST CROP SHALL BE PERM TTED I N ANY APPROVED OLD
GROWMH ELI G BLE TRACT EXCEPT TO PROTECT THE OLD GROMH FOREST FROM | NVA-
S| VE SPECI ES OR DI SEASE.

S 4. Subdivision 6 of section 480-a of the real property tax lawis
anmended by addi ng a new paragraph (e) to read as foll ows:

(E) NO CUTTI NG OF FOREST CROP SHALL BE MANDATED OR PERM TTED IN ANY
APPROVED OLD GROWMH ELIABLE TRACT EXCEPT TO PROTECT THE OLD GROWMH
FOREST FROM | NVASI VE SPECI ES OR DI SEASE.

S 5. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply to taxable
years beginning on and after the first of January next succeeding the
date on which it shall have becone a | aw



