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STATE OF NEW YORK

2156
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2015

Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the transportation law, in relation to requiring the
provision of assistive listening systens in New York state public
transportation termnals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The transportation |aw is anended by addi ng a new section
15-d to read as foll ows:

S 15-D. ACCESSI| BLE TRANSPORTATI ON SYSTEM ASSI STl VE LI STENI NG SYSTEMS.
1. ALL PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON TERM NALS |NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO
Al RPORTS, BUS STATI ONS, REST AREAS, AND RAI LROAD STATI ONS LOCATED W THI N
THE STATE SHALL BE EQUI PPED AND MAI NTAI NED W TH AN ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG
SYSTEM FOR USE BY PEOPLE WHO ARE HARD OF HEARI NG WHO REQUI RE THE USE OF
SUCH A SYSTEM TO | MPROVE THEI R RECEPTI ON OF SOUND. STANDARDS FOR SUCH
SYSTEMS SHALL BE DEVELOPED BY THE STATE FIRE PREVENTION AND BUI LDI NG
CODE COUNCIL UPON RECEI VI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM THE ADVI SORY BOARD ON
ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEMS | N PLACES OF PUBLIC ASSEMBLY, AND SHALL
PROVI DE FOR:

(A) ANNOUNCEMENTS TO PASSENGERS, | NCLUDI NG EMERGENCY | NSTRUCTI ONS, TO
BE CAPTI ONED I N REAL TI ME ON SCREENS | N Al RPORTS AND RAI L STATI ONS;

(B) PROM NENTLY DI SPLAY APPROPRI ATE SI GNAGE AND USI NG SPECI FI C SYMBOLS
| NDI CATI NG THE TYPE OF ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEMS AVAI LABLE; AND

(© M CROPHONE SYSTEMS SUFFI Cl ENT TO SUPPORT A HEARI NG Al D COWPATI BLE
ASSI STI VE LI STENING SYSTEM DI SPLAY THE UNI VERSAL SYMBOL FOR ASSI STI VE
LI STENI NG AT TI CKETI NG AND | NFORVATI ON BOOTHS AND THE AREAS WVHERE I T IS
AVAI LABLE.

2. THE COW SSIONER |'S AUTHORI ZED TO PROMULGATE SUCH RULES AND REGU-
LATI ONS AS HE OR SHE DEEMS NECESSARY TO CARRY OQUT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S
SUBDI VI SI ON.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. THE PROVISIONS OF THFS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO PRI VATE-USE
Al RPORTS OR RAI LROAD TERM NALS.

4. ALL FACILITIES SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL HAVE
A COWPLI ANT ASSISTIVE LISTENING SYSTEM | NSTALLED AND AVAI LABLE FOR
PUBLI C USE BY A DATE NO LATER THAN THI RTY- SI X MONTHS AFTER THI' S SECTI ON
SHALL HAVE BECOVE A LAW

5. FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON:

A, "Al RPORT" HAS THE SAVME MEANI NG AS SUCH TERM | S DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI -
SI ON FI VE OF SECTI ON TWDO HUNDRED FORTY OF THE CGENERAL BUSI NESS LAW

B. "ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEM' SHALL MEAN S| TUATI ONAL- PERSONAL ACOUS-
TI C COMMUNI CATI ON EQUI PMENT DESI GNED TO | MPROVE THE TRANSM SSI ON  AND
AUDI TORY RECEPTI ON OF SOUND. SUCH SYSTEM SHALL | NCLUDE BUT NOT BE LIM T-
ED TO THE USE OF STANDARD AMPLI TUDE MODULATI ON, FREQUENCY MODULATI ON,
| NDUCTI ON LOOP, | NFRARED SYSTEM (IR), OR HARD WRED |NDUCTION LOOP
SYSTEM

C. "PRIVATE-USE" REFERS TO AN Al RPORT TERM NAL, BUS STATI ON OR RAI L-
ROAD STATI ON USED EXCLUSI VELY BY THE OMNER THEREOF AND PERSONS AUTHOR-
| ZED BY SUCH OWNER,

D. "PUBLI G- USE" REFERS TO AN Al RPORT TERM NAL, BUS STATI ON, REST AREA,
RAI LROAD STATION OR OTHER PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON TERM NAL AVAI LABLE FOR
USE BY THE GENERAL PUBLI C W THOUT A REQUI REMENT FOR THE PRI OR APPROVAL
O THE OMER OR OPERATOR THEREOF EXCEPT AS MAY BE REQUI RED BY FEDERAL
LAW OR REGULATI ON; AND

E. "RAILROAD' HAS THE SAME MEANI NG AS SUCH TERM IS DEFINED I N SECTI ON
TWO OF THI S CHAPTER

S 2. The transportation |law is anended by adding a new section 15-e to
read as foll ows:

S 15-E. VI SUAL EMERGENCY ALARM 1. ALL PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON TERM NALS
I NCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO Al RPORTS, BUS STATI ONS, REST AREAS, AND
RAI LROAD STATI ONS SHALL BE EQUI PPED W TH VI SUAL  ALARM ELEMENTS SUFFI -
CIENT TO COVMMUNI CATE EFFECTI VELY FOR EMERGENCY EVACUATI ON MEASURES FOR
USE BY PEOPLE WHO ARE DEAF OR HARD OF HEARI NG NO LATER THAN THI RTY- SI X
MONTHS AFTER THI S SECTI ON SHALL HAVE BECOVE A LAW

2. STANDARDS FOR SUCH ALARMS SHALL BE DEVELOPED BY THE STATE FI RE
PREVENTI ON AND BUI LDI NG CODE COUNCI L UPON RECEI VI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FROM
THE ADVI SORY BOARD ON ASSI STI VE LI STENI NG SYSTEMS IN PLACES OF PUBLIC
ASSEMBLY; PROVIDED THAT SUCH VI SUAL ELEMENT SHALL NOT UTI LI ZE BLI NKI NG
LI GHTS AND SHALL BE DESIGNED TO MNIM ZE THE POSSIBILITY OR RISK OF
TRI GCGERI NG SEl ZURES | N PERSONS WHO HAVE EPI LEPSY OR PHOTOSENSI Tl VI TY.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ati on necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade on or
bef ore such effective date.



