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STATE OF NEW YORK

2093
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 15, 2015

Introduced by M of A PRETLOW-- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Judiciary

AN ACT to anend chapter 416 of the laws of 1893 relating to the city
court of Yonkers, in relation to establishing a housing part of the
city court

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1 of title 1 of chapter 416 of the |aws of 1893
relating to the city court of Yonkers is anended by adding a new subdi-
vision (d) to read as foll ows:

(D) PURSUANT TO SECTION 73-A I N CONJUNCTI ON W TH A PROCEEDI NG I N THE
HOUSI NG PART.

S 2. Title 1 of chapter 416 of the laws of 1893 relating to the city
court of Yonkers is anended by adding a new section l1-a to read as
fol | ows:

S 1-A. HOUSI NG REMEDI ES. THE COURT SHALL HAVE JURISDICTION OF THE
FOLLON NG ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS PROVIDED THAT THE REAL PROPERTY
| N\VOLVED OR PART OF IT IS SITUATED WTH N THE CI TY OF YONKERS:

(A) ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT, ENFORCEMENT OR
FORECLOSURE OF LI ENS UPON REAL PROPERTY AND UPON THE RENTS THEREFROM FOR
CRIMNAL AND CIVIL PENALTIES, OR FOR COSTS, EXPENSES AND DI SBURSEMENTS
| NCURRED BY THE CI TY OF YONKERS IN THE ELI M NATION OR CORRECTION OF A
NU SANCE OR OTHER VI OLATI ONS OF HOUSI NG STANDARDS, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT
LIMTED TO, THE BU LD NG, SANI TARY, ZONING AND FIRE CODES OF THE CTY
OF YONKERS;

(B) ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS FOR THE |SSUANCE OF | NJUNCTI ONS AND
RESTRAI NI NG ORDERS OR OTHER ORDERS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF HOUSI NG STAND-
ARDS UNDER SUCH LAW AND

(C) SPECI AL PROCEEDI NGS TO VEST TITLE IN THE CI TY OF YONKERS TO ABAN-
DONED MULTI PLE DWELLI NGS.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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S 3. Chapter 416 of the laws of 1893 relating to the city court of

Yonkers is anmended by adding a newtitle 10-A to read as foll ows:
TITLE X-A
HOUSI NG PART

S 73-A. HOUSING PART. (A) A PART OF THE COURT SHALL BE DEVOTED TO
ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS | NVOLVI NG THE ENFORCEMENT OF STATE AND LOCAL
LAWS FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT AND MAI NTENANCE OF HOUSI NG STANDARDS, | NCLUD-
ING BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE BU LDI NG SAN TARY, ZON NG AND FI RE CODES
OF THE CITY OF YONKERS, AS FOLLONE:

(1) ACTIONS FOR THE | MPOSI TI ON AND COLLECTION OF CRIMNAL AND CIVIL
PENALTI ES FOR THE VI OLATI ON OF SUCH LAWS.

(2) ACTIONS FOR THE COLLECTI ON OF COSTS, EXPENSES AND DI SBURSEMENTS
| NCURRED BY THE CI TY OF YONKERS IN THE ELI M NATION OR CORRECTION OF A
NU SANCE OR OTHER VI OLATI ON OF SUCH LAWS, OR I N THE REMOVAL OR DEMOLI -
TI ON OF ANY DWELLI NG PURSUANT TO SUCH LAWS.

(3) ACTIONS AND PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT, ENFORCEMENT OR
FORECLOSURE OF LIENS UPON REAL PROPERTY AND UPON RENTS THEREFROM FOR
CRIM NAL AND ClI VIL PENALTIES, OR FOR COSTS, EXPENSES AND DI SBURSEMENTS
INCURRED BY THE CITY OF YONKERS IN THE ELI M NATI ON OR CORRECTI ON OF A
NU SANCE OR OTHER VI OLATI ON OF SUCH LAWS.

(4) PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE | SSUANCE OF | NJUNCTI ONS AND RESTRAI NI NG ORDERS
OR OTHER ORDERS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF HOUSING STANDARDS UNDER SUCH
LAVS.

(5) ACTIONS AND PROCEEDI NGS UNDER ARTICLE 7-A OF THE REAL PROPERTY
ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS LAW AND ALL SUMVARY PROCEEDINGS TO RECOVER
POSSESSI ON  OF RESI DENTI AL PREM SES, TO REMOVE TENANTS THEREFROM AND TO
RENDER JUDGVENT FOR RENT DUE, | NCLUDING WTHOUT LIMTATION CASES IN
VWH CH A TENANT ALLEGES A DEFENSE UNDER SECTI ON 755 OF THE REAL PROPERTY
ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS LAW RELATI NG TO STAY OF PROCEEDI NGS OR ACTI ON
FOR RENT UPON FAILURE TO MAKE REPAIRS, AND ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS
RELATI NG TO THE ABATEMENT OF RENT.

(6) PROCEEDI NGS FOR THE APPO NTMENT OF A RECEI VER OF RENTS, | SSUES AND
PROFI TS OF BUI LDINGS | N ORDER TO REMOVE OR REMEDY A NU SANCE OR TO MAKE
REPAI RS REQUI RED TO BE MADE UNDER SUCH LAWS.

(7) ACTIONS AND PROCEEDINGS FOR THE REMOVAL OF HOUSI NG VI OLATI ONS
RECORDED PURSUANT TO SUCH LAWS, OR FOR THE | MPCOSI TI ON OF SUCH VI OLATI ON
OR FOR THE STAY OF ANY PENALTY THEREUNDER.

(8) SPECI AL PROCEEDI NGS TO VEST TITLE IN THE CI TY OF YONKERS TO ABAN-
DONED MULTI PLE DWELLI NGS.

(B) SUCH PART OF THE COURT SHALL, IN ADDITION TO THOSE ACTIONS AND
PROCEEDI NGS ASSIGNED IN SUBDIVISION (A) OF THI' S SECTI ON, BE ASSI GNED
SUCH ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS AS SHALL BE DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE CHI EF
JUDGE OF THE CI TY COURT.

(© THE CI TY DEPARTMENT CHARGED W TH ENFORCI NG THE BUI LDI NG CODE AND
OTHER STATE AND LOCAL LAWS APPLI CABLE TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF PROPER HOUS-
| NG STANDARDS NMAY COMIVENCE ANY ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG DESCRI BED | N PARA-
GRAPHS (1), (2), (3), (4), (6) AND (7) OF SUBDIVISION (A O TH'S
SECTI ON BY AN ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE, RETURNABLE W THI N FI VE DAYS, OR WTH
IN ANY OTHER TI ME PERIOD IN THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE COURT. UPON THE SI G\
| NG OF SUCH ORDER, THE CLERK OF THE HOUSI NG PART SHALL | SSUE AN | NDEX
NUMBER.

(D) ON THE APPLICATION OF ANY CI TY DEPARTMENT, ANY PARTY, OR ON I TS
OM MOTI ON, THE HOUSI NG PART OF THE CITY COURT MAY CONSOLI DATE ALL
ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS PENDI NG | N SUCH PART AS TO ANY BUI LDI NG

(E) REGARDLESS OF THE RELI EF ORI G NALLY SOQUGHT BY A PARTY, THE COURT
MAY RECOMMVEND OR EMPLOY ANY REMEDY, PROGRAM PROCEDURE OR SANCTI ON
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AUTHORI ZED BY LAW FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF HOUSI NG STANDARDS, ITF IT
BELI EVES THEY W LL BE MORE EFFECTIVE TO ACCOWPLISH COWPLIANCE OR TO
PROTECT AND PROMOTE THE PUBLI C | NTEREST; PROVI DED | N THE EVENT ANY SUCH
PROPOSED REMEDY, PROGRAM OR PROCEDURE ENTAI LS THE EXPENDI TURE OF MONI ES
APPROPRI ATED BY THE CI TY, OTHER THAN FOR THE UTI LI ZATI ON AND EMPLOYMENT
OF PERSONNEL AND SERVICES | NCI DENTAL THERETO, THE COURT SHALL G VE
NOTlI CE OF SUCH PROPOSED REMEDY, PROGRAM OR PRCCEDURE TO THE CI TY DEPART-
MENT CHARGED W TH THE ENFORCEMENT OF LOCAL LAWS RELATING TO HOUSI NG
MAI NTENANCE AND SHALL NOT EMPLOY SUCH PROPOSED REMEDY, PROGRAM OR PROCE-
DURE, AS THE CASE MAY BE, |F SUCH DEPARTMENT SHALL ADVI SE THE COURT I N
VWRI TING WTHI N THE TI ME FI XED BY THE COURT, VWH CH SHALL NOT BE LESS THAN
FI FTEEN DAYS AFTER SUCH NOTI CE HAS BEEN G VEN, OF THE REASONS SUCH ORDER
SHOULD NOT BE | SSUED, VWH CH ADVI CE SHALL BECOVE PART OF THE RECORD. THE
COURT MAY RETAIN CONTINUI NG JURI SDI CTI ON OF ANY ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG
RELATI NG TO A BUI LDI NG UNTI L ALL VI OLATI ONS OF LAW HAVE BEEN REMOVED.

(F) I'N ANY OF THE ACTI ONS OR PROCEEDI NGS SPECI FI ED I N SUBDI VI SI ONS (A)
AND (B) OF THI'S SECTI ON, AND ON THE APPLI CATI ON OF ANY PARTY OR ANY CI TY
DEPARTMENT OR, ON | TS OMWN MOTI ON, THE COURT MAY JO N ANY OTHER PERSON OR
CI TY DEPARTMENT AS A PARTY I N ORDER TO EFFECTUATE PROPER HOUSI NG MAI NTE-
NANCE STANDARDS AND TO PROMOTE THE PUBLI C | NTEREST.

(G ACTI ONS AND PROCEEDI NGS BEFORE THE HOUSI NG PART SHALL BE TRIED
BEFORE A CI TY COURT JUDGE OR JUDGES.

(H THE CH EF JUDCE OF THE CI TY COURT SHALL ASSI GN ONE OR MORE OF THE
JUDGES OF SUCH COURT TO SERVE AS JUDGE OF THE HOUSI NG PART.

(1) HEARI NGS MAY BE RECORDED MECHANI CALLY IN THE DI SCRETION OF THE
COURT. A PARTY MAY REQUEST A TRANSCRI PT FROM A MECHANI CAL RECORDI NG ANY
PARTY MAKING A REQUEST FOR A COPY OF EI THER A MECHANI CALLY OR MANUALLY
RECORDED TRANSCRI PT SHALL BEAR THE COST THERECF AND SHALL FURNI SH A COPY
OF THE TRANSCRI PT TO THE COURT, AND TO THE OTHER PARTI ES.

(J) ANY CITY DEPARTMENT CHARGED W TH ENFORCI NG ANY STATE OR LOCAL LAW
APPLI CABLE TO THE ENFORCEMENT OF PROPER HOUSI NG STANDARDS MAY BE REPRES-
ENTED IN THE HOUSING PART BY CORPORATION COUNSEL | N ANY ACTI ON OR
PROCEEDI NG IN VHICH I T IS A PARTY. A CORPORATION VHICH IS A PARTY MAY BE
REPRESENTED BY AN OFFI CER, DI RECTOR OR A PRI NCI PAL STOCKHOLDER, OR ANY
EMPLOYEE AUTHORI ZED BY THE CORPORATI ON.

(K)Y NOTHING CONTAINED IN TH'S SECTION SHALL I N ANY WAY AFFECT THE
RI GHT OF ANY PARTY TO TRI AL BY JURY AS HERETOFORE PROVI DED BY LAW

(L) THERE SHALL BE A SUFFI Cl ENT NUMBER OF PRO SE CLERKS OF THE HOUSI NG
PART TO ASSI ST PERSONS W THOUT COUNSEL. SUCH ASSI STANCE SHALL | NCLUDE,
BUT NEED NOT BE LIM TED TO, PROVI DI NG | NFORMATI ON REGARDI NG COURT PROCE-
DURE, HELPING TO FILE COURT PAPERS, AND, WHERE APPROPRI ATE, ADVI SI NG
PERSONS TO SEEK ADM NI STRATI VE RELI EF.

ON THE DATE UPON VWH CH A PETI TI ON TO RECOVER PGOSSESSI ON OF REAL
PROPERTY BASED UPON NONPAYMENT OF RENT IS NOTI CED TO BE HEARD, I N ANY
CASE IN WH CH BREACH OF THE WARRANTY OF HABI TABILITY OR OIHER TRIABLE
ISSUES OF FACT ARE RAISED, JURISDICTION IS NOTI' CONTESTED, AND FULL
PAYMENT OF RENT NOT ALLEGED, THE COURT SHALL GRANT A REASONABLE ADJOURN-
MENT FOR TRI AL PURPCSES, AND NMAY DI RECT THE RESPONDENT TO PAY THE UNPAI D
RENT | NTO ESCROW I N THE COURT CLERK' S OFFI CE PRIOR TO TRI AL, UPON SUCH
TERMS AS MAY BE JUST. WHERE SUCH ESCROW | S ORDERED, RESPONDENT SHALL BE
| NFORVED BY THE COURT THAT DEFAULT I N PAYMENT OF SUCH ESCROW W LL RESULT
IN THE ENTRY OF A DEFAULT JUDGVENT AGAI NST RESPONDENT. IN ANY SUCH
CASES, THE COURT MAY CONDI TION THE GRANTI NG OF A STAY IN AN ORDER TO
SHOW CAUSE UPON THE DEPOSI T OF A SIM LAR ESCRONV IN THE COURT CLERK' S
OFFICE PRIOR TO THE RETURN DATE OF SUCH ORDER, AND UPON SUCH TERMS AS
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MAY BE JUST. DI SPCSI TI ON OF SUCH ESCROW AMOUNTS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO
FURTHER ORDER OF THE COURT.

S 4. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



