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STATE OF NEW YORK

1964
2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 13, 2015

Introduced by M of A  ZEBROABKI, CUSICK, SIMOTAS, WEPRI N, JAFFEE,
ROBERTS, ROBI NSON, ROSENTHAL, JOHNS, STIRPE -- Milti-Sponsored by --
M of A ABINANTI, GOITFRIED, LUPARDO, SALADI NO -- read once and
referred to the Conmttee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to inposing limtations on
political contributions nade by text nessage

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 1-104 of +the election law is anended by addi ng
t hree new subdivisions 38, 39 and 40 to read as foll ows:

38. THE TERM "MOBILE TELEPHONE' SHALL MEAN THE DEVICE USED BY
SUBSCRI BERS AND OTHER USERS OF W RELESS TELEPHONE SERVI CE TO ACCESS SUCH
SERVI CE.

39. THE TERM "TEXT MESSAGE"' MEANS AN ELECTRONI C COMMUNI CATI ON VI A THE
SHORT MESSACE SERVI CE (SMB) THAT MAY ONLY BE SENT AND RECEI VED THROUGH A
MOBI LE TELEPHONE.

40. THE TERM " CONNECTI ON AGGREGATOR' MEANS A THI RD PARTY | NTERMEDI ARY
BETWEEN THE W RELESS PROVI DER AND THE POLI TI CAL COW TTEE THAT RECEI VES
AND PROCESSES TEXT MESSAGES BY COVMON SHORT CODES ( CSCS).

S 2. The election law is amended by adding a new section 14-132 to
read as foll ows:

S 14-132. POLITI CAL CONTRI BUTI ONS THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE. 1. THE STATE
BOARD SHALL DEVELOP RULES AND REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG POLI TI CAL CONTRI B-
UTI ONS MADE TO CAMPAI GNS THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE BY DECEMBER THI RTY- FI RST,
TWO THOUSAND FI FTEEN. THE RULES REGARDI NG CONTRI BUTI ONS RECEI VED
THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE MUST | NCLUDE PROVI SI ONS THAT AFTER A CONTRI BUTOR
HAS SENT | N A CONTRI BUTI ON THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE, THE CONNECTI ON AGGREGA-
TOR | S REQUI RED TO SEND AN OPT-1N DI SCLOSURE NOTI CE TO THE CONTRI BUTOR
THAT MUST BE AFFI RVATI VELY RESPONDED TO BY THE CONTRI BUTOR W TH THE TEXT
"YES" TO COWLETE THE TRANSACTI ON. THE OPT-I N DI SCLOSURE NOTI CE MJST ASK
THE CONTRI BUTOR TO AFFI RVATI VELY AGREE W TH THE FOLLOW NG STATEMENTS:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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A. | AM A UN TED STATES CI Tl ZEN OR LAWFULLY PERMANENT RESI DENT OF THE
UNI TED STATES;

B. THI'S CONTRIBUTION I S MADE FROM MYSELF AS AN | NDI VI DUAL AND IS NOT
MADE FROM FUNDS FROM A CORPORATI ON, LABOR ORGANI ZATI ON, BANK, POLI Tl CAL
ACTION COW TTEE OR AN I NDI VI DUAL REG STERED AS A FEDERAL OR NEW YORK
STATE LOBBYI ST.

2. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL ONLY APPLY TO CONTRI BUTI ONS TO
CANDI DATES, AUTHORI ZED POLITI CAL COW TTEES, CONSTI TUTED COW TTEES,
PARTY COW TTEES, ALL PARTY AND CONSTI TUTED HOUSEKEEPI NG COW TTEES AND
POLI TI CAL ACTI ON COW TTEES THAT ARE SENT FROM A MOBILE TELEPHONE VI A
TEXT MESSAGE. ALL CONTRI BUTI ONS RECEI VED THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE SHALL BE
EXEMPT FROM RECORD KEEPI NG AND DI SCLOSURE FI LI NG REQUI REMENTS PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON 14-104 OF TH S ARTI CLE.

3. A PCOLITICAL COW TTEE MAY ENTER |INTO AN AGREEMENT W TH THE
CONNECTI ON AGGREGATOR ON TERMS THAT ARE CONSI STENT WTH THE ORDI NARY
COURSE OF BUSI NESS.

4. A POLITICAL COMWM TTEE MUST RECElI VE ALL TEXT MESSAGE CONTRI BUTI ONS
THROUGH A SI NGLE COMMON SHORT CODE (CSC) PER CAMPAI GN CYCLE.

S 3. Section 14-114 of the election law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER PROVI SI ON OF THI S ARTI CLE, ANY CONTRI B-
UTI ON THAT | S MADE BY MOBI LE TELEPHONE VI A TEXT MESSACGE SHALL NOT EXCEED
TEN DOLLARS. AN | NDI VI DUAL MAY NOT MAKE MORE THAN NI NE CONTRI BUTI ONS
THROUGH TEXT MESSAGE TO A G VEN POLI TI CAL COW TTEE I N A CAMPAI GN CYCLE.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



