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Introduced by M of A MAYER, ABINANTI, AUBRY, BUCHWALD, GALEF, JAFFEE
LAVINE, OTlS, SCH MEL, PAULIN, LUPARDO  PECPLES- STOKES, SKOUFI S,

ZEBROABKI -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BRENNAN, COOK, THI ELE --
read once and referred to the Conmttee on Social Services -- conmt-
tee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recom
mtted to said conmittee -- again reported from said conmmttee wth
anmendnents, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said
committee -- ordered to a third reading -- conmtted to the Commttee
on Social Services in accordance wth Rule 3, sec. 2 -- committee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted

to said conm ttee

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to requiring |oca
social services districts to obtain approval by the governing body of
such district prior to applying to the office of children and famly
services to amend the consolidated services plan

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivisions 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of section 34-a of the socia
services |law, subdivision 5 as added by chapter 681 of the |aws of 1981,
subdi vi sion 6 as added by chapter 160 of the | aws of 2004, paragraph (a)
of subdivision 6 as anended by section 8 of part G of chapter 57 of the
| aws of 2013, subdivision 7 as added by chapter 524 of the | aws of 2005,
subdivision 8 as added by chapter 543 of the [aws of 2006 and subdi vi -
sion 9 as added by chapter 144 of the | aws of 2015, are anmended to read
as foll ows:

5. AMENDMVENTS MADE TO THE MULTI - YEAR CONSOLI DATED SERVI CES PLAN. (A
A LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT MAY PROPOSE AMENDVENTS TO THE PLAN AT
ANY TIME. |F A LOCAL SCCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT PROPCSES AN AMENDMENT TO
THE CH LD CARE PORTION OF ITS CH LD AND FAMLY SERVI CES PLAN THAT
REDUCES ELI G BILITY OR | NCREASES THE FAM LY SHARE PERCENTAGE FOR CHILD
CARE SERVI CES, THE AVENDMENT SHALL BE PUBLI SHED FOR PUBLI C COMMENT AND

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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SHALL BE PRESENTED TO THE LOCAL ADVI SORY BOARD FOR APPROVAL, PRIOR TO
SUBM SSION TO THE OFFICE. | F AN AMENDVENT |S APPROVED BY THE OFFICE, I T
BECOVES EFFECTI VE ON THE DATE SO DESI GNATED BY THE COVM SSI ONER

(B) AFTER AN AMENDMENT |'S APPROVED BY THE OFFI CE AND | MPLEMENTED BY
THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT, THE DI STRICT SHALL SUPPLY THE CHI EF
EXECUTI VE OFFICER, OR FOR LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICTS W THOUT A
CH EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER, THE LOCAL LEd SLATIVE BODY, WTH EVIDENCE
SUPPORTI NG THE NEED FOR SUCH AMENDMENT.

6. The comm ssioner shall pronul gate regul ati ons concerning the tine

by whi ch:

(a) each | ocal social services district shall submt its nulti-year
services plan and annual inplenentation report;

(b) the commssioner shall, in witing, notify a local district of

approval or disapproval of all or parts of such district's mnulti-year
services plan or annual inplenmentation reports; and

(c) each local social services district shall submt a revised version
of its multi-year services plan or annual inplenentation report, or
parts thereof.

[6.] 7. (a) Notwi thstandi ng any ot her provision of |law, the office of
children and famly services shall plan for the statew de inplenenta-
tion, by the thirty-first day of Decenber, two thousand eight, of the
use by counties of a child and famly services plan that conbines the
nmul ti-year consolidated services plan required by this section and the
conprehensi ve plan required by section four hundred twenty of the execu-
tive law into a single plan.

(b) Al counties shall inplenent a county child and fam |y services
plan prior to or by the two thousand ei ght plan year in accordance wth
a schedule developed by the office of children and famly services and
shall continue to inplenent such a plan thereafter. Wth the approval of
such office, a county may inplenment such a plan before the date required
by such schedul e.

(c) The office of children and fam |y services may wai ve any regul at o-
ry requirenments relating to the content and timng of nmulti-year consol -
i dat ed services plans and annual inplenentation reports that may i npede
the ability of a county to inplenment a county child and famly services
pl an.

(d) Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened to affect county pl an-
ni ng requi rements under the nmental hygi ene | aw.

[7.] 8. (a) Fromnonies appropriated to the office of children and
famly services for the family and children's services foster care and
adoption program the office shall give assistance to local socia
services districts to enable themto collect statistics and to describe
the steps being taken regardi ng: the nunber of famlies needing preven-
tive services as provided for in title four of article six of this chap-
ter for which services are provided; the effectiveness of specific
preventive services in preventing unnecessary foster care placenents and
reducing the length of stay in foster care; the efforts made to prevent
unnecessary placenents; the use of the |east restrictive settings and
the proximty of foster care placenents to the child s hone; the use of
ki nship placenents; the placenment of siblings wth one another at
initial placenent or as soon thereafter as possible; the nunber of
transfers of <children in foster care placenents and the reasons for
those transfers; the nunber of famlies reunited in fulfillnment of the
child s service goal plan and the | ength of placenment prior to reunifi-
cation; the nunber of children prepared for independent |iving;, the
nunber of children with adoption as a service plan goal; the nunber of
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children freed for adoption and the length of tine taken to secure
term nations of parental rights; the nunber of children placed in pre-a-
doptive homes and the nunber of adoptions conpleted and the | ength of
time taken to conplete them

(b) Such data submitted to the office of children and fam |y services
shal| be aggregated and subnmitted with a narrative report on these chil -
dren's services, to the governor and the majority | eader of the senate
and the speaker of the assenbly on or before July first, two thousand
five and sem annual ly thereafter.

[8.] 9. The conmi ssioner of the office of children and fam |y services
shall, in conjunction with the commi ssioner of education, devel op node
practices and procedures for |ocal social services districts and schoo
districts regarding the reporting and investigation of educationa
neglect. Such nodel practices and procedures shall be available to
social services districts and school districts and shall be posted on
the office of children and famly services website and the state depart-
ment of education website by Septenber first, two thousand seven. Each
social services district shall, in conjunction wth |local schoo
districts within its district, submt witten policies and procedures
regardi ng the reporting of educational neglect by each school district
within such social services district and the investigation of educa-
tional neglect allegations by child protective services. Such policies
and procedures shall be submtted to the office of children and famly
services for review by January first, two thousand eight and the office
shall approve or disapprove such |ocal policies and procedures, based
upon the nodel practices and procedures established in conjunction wth
the state department of education, within sixty days of subm ssion.

[9.] 10. (a) |If a social services district proposes an amendnment to
the child care portion of its child and famly services plan that
reduces eligibility or increases the famly share percentage for child
care services such district nmust: (i) no later than the first day the
public notice appears in a newspaper pursuant to subdivision three of
this section or the regulations of the office of children and famly
services, as applicable, promnently post on the district's website a
notice of the proposed anmendnment describing the categories of famlies
whose cases will be inpacted; and (ii) at the time the public notice is
submtted to the newspaper for publication in accordance wth subdivi-
sion three of this section or the regulations of the office of children
and famly services, as applicable, provide a copy of such notice to the
of fice of children and fam |y services.

(b) If a social services district inplenments its process for closing
child care cases, as set forth in its approved child and famly services
plan, due to the district determining that it cannot nmaintain its
current casel oad because all of the available funds are projected to be
needed for open cases, the district nmust: (i) no later than the day the
social services district begins to send individual notices to inpacted
famlies in accordance wth subdivision eight of section four hundred
ten-w of this chapter, prom nently post a notice on their website that
states that such district is inplenmenting the child care case cl osing
process set forth in its approved child and famly services plan and
that describes the categories of famlies whose cases will be closed,;
and (ii) imrediately provide a copy of such notice to the office of
children and famly services.

(c) The office of children and famly services shall prom nently post
notices received pursuant to paragraphs (a) or (b) of this subdivision
on its website.
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S 2. Subdivision 6 of section 34-a of the social services |aw, as
added by chapter 160 of the laws of 2004, is amended to read as foll ows:

[6.] 7. (a) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, the office of
children and famly services shall plan for the statew de inplenenta-
tion, by the thirty-first day of Decenber, two thousand eight, of the
use by counties of a child and fam |y services plan that conbines the
mul ti-year consolidated services plan required by this section and the
county conprehensive plan required by section four hundred twenty of the
executive law into a single plan.

(b) Al counties shall inplenment a county child and famly services
plan prior to or by the two thousand ei ght plan year in accordance with
a schedul e devel oped by the office of children and famly services and
shall continue to inplenent such a plan thereafter. Wth the approval of
such office, a county may inplenment such a plan before the date required
by such schedul e.

(c) The office of children and fam |y services may wai ve any regul at o-
ry requirenments relating to the content and timng of nmulti-year consol -
i dated services plans and annual inplenmentation reports that nay inpede
the ability of a county to inplenent a county child and famly services
pl an.

(d) Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened to affect county pl an-
ni ng requi rements under the nmental hygi ene | aw.

S 3. The social services |law is anmended by adding a new section 34-b
to read as foll ows:

S 34-B. LOCAL ADVI SORY BOARDS. 1. EACH LOCAL SCCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT
SHALL ESTABLI SH A LOCAL ADVI SORY BOARD THAT WLL ASSI ST THE COW SSI ONER
I N THE CREATI ON OF THE MULTI - YEAR CONSCLI DATED SERVI CES PLAN, AS WELL AS
APPROVE ANY AMENDMENTS PROPOSED PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SI ON FI VE OF SECTI ON
TH RTY- FOUR- A OF THE SOCI AL SERVI CES LAW EXCEPT WHEN AN AMENDMENT | S
PROPCSED, THE LOCAL ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL BE | NVOLVED I N AN ADVI SORY
CAPACI TY ONLY, I N POLICY DEVELOPMENT, PROGRAM PLANNI NG AND PROGRAM EVAL-
UATI ON CARRI ED ON BY THE SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRI CT W TH RESPECT TO PUBLI C
ASS| STANCE, MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE AND SERVI CES.

2. (A) FOR LOCAL SOCIAL SERVICES DISTRICTS WTH A CH EF EXECUTI VE
OFFICER THE LOCAL ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF NI NE MEMBERS, FOUR
MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE LOCAL LEG SLATIVE BODY AND FIVE
MEMBERS SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE CHI EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER UPON THE
RECOVMENDATI ON OF THE COVMM SSI ONER OF SOCI AL SERVI CES. FOR LOCAL SOCI AL
SERVI CES DI STRI CTS W THOUT A CHI EF EXECUTI VE OFFI CER, THE LOCAL ADVI SORY
BOARD SHALL CONSI ST OF FI FTEEN MEMBERS, FIVE MEMBERS SHALL BE APPQO NTED
BY THE COW SSI ONER OF THE LOCAL SOCI AL SERVI CES DI STRICT, FIVE MEMBERS
SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE LOCAL LEG SLATI VE BODY AND
FI VE SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE M NORI TY OF THE LOCAL LEG SLATI VE BODY.

(B) THE LOCAL ADVI SORY BOARD SHALL BE COVPOSED OF THE FOLLOW NG CLASS-
ES OF PERSONS:

(1) RECIPI ENTS OF PUBLI C ASSI STANCE (I NCLUDI NG SSI AND FOOD STAMPS),
MEDI CAL  ASSI STANCE AND CHI LD CARE SERVICES--AT LEAST TWVENTY-FI VE
PERCENT;

(2) PROVI DERS OF SOCI AL SERVICES, MEDICAL SERVICES AND DOM ClLIARY
CARE (OTHER THAN EMPLOYEES OF THE STATE OR LOCAL DEPARTMENTS OF SOCI AL
SERVI CES) ; AND

(3) MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLI C (I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO REPRE-
SENTATI VES OF PROFESSI ONAL SOCI AL WORK ASSOCI ATI ONS, SCHOOLS OF SOCI AL
WORK, LABOR ORGANI ZATI ONS, PUBLIC | NTEREST GROUPS, CLIENT ADVOCATES,
COVMUNI TY ORGANI ZATI ONS AND THE BUSI NESS AND FI NANCI AL COVMUNI TY) .
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S 4. This act shall take effect imediately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to paragraph (a) of subdivision 6 of section 34-a of the
soci al services | aw made by section one of this act shall be subject to
the expiration and reversion of such paragraph when upon such date the
provi sions of section two of this act shall take effect.



