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Introduced by M of A ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to the
decl awi ng of cats or other animals

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The agriculture and nmarkets |law is anended by adding a new
section 380 to read as foll ows:

S 380. PROH BITION OF THE DECLAW NG OF CATS OR OTHER ANI MALS. 1. NO
PERSON, LI CENSED MEDI CAL PROFESSI ONAL OR OTHERW SE, SHALL PERFORM OR
CAUSE TO BE PERFORVED AN ONYCHECTOWY ( DECLAW NG) OR FLEXOR TENDONECTOW
PROCEDURE BY ANY MEANS ON A CAT OR ON ANY OTHER ANl VAL WTHIN THE STATE
OF NEW YORK, EXCEPT WHEN NECESSARY FOR A THERAPEUTI C PURPCSE. THERAPEU-
TIC PURPOSE MEANS THE NECESSI TY TO ADDRESS THE MEDI CAL CONDI TI ON OF THE
ANI MAL, SUCH AS AN EXI STI NG OR RECURRI NG | LLNESS, |NFECTION, DI SEASE,
I NJURY OR ABNORVAL CONDI TION I N THE CLAW THAT COVPROM SES THE ANI MAL' S
HEALTH. THERAPEUTI C PURPOSE DOES NOT | NCLUDE COSMETIC OR AESTHETIC
REASONS OR REASONS OF CONVENI ENCE | N KEEPI NG OR HANDLI NG THE ANI MAL.

2. IN THE EVENT THAT AN ONYCHECTOMY OR FLEXOR TENDONECTOMY PROCEDURE
| S PERFORMVED ON ANY ANI MAL W THI N THE STATE OF NEW YORK I N VI OLATION OF
THIS SECTION, EACH OF THE FOLLOANNG PERSONS SHALL BE GULTY OF A
VI OLATION OF THIS SECTION: (A) THE PERSON OR PERSONS PERFORM NG THE
PROCEDURE, (B) ALL PERSONS ASSI STI NG | N THE PHYSI CAL PERFORMANCE OF THE
PROCEDURE AND (C) ALL PERSONS OR ENTI TI ES THAT PROCURED THE PROCEDURE,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO THE OWMER OR PERSON HAVI NG CUSTODY OR
CONTROL OVER THE ANI MAL OR ANY OTHER PERSON OR ENTITY THAT ORDERED,
REQUESTED OR PAI D FOR THE PROCEDURE.

3. ANY PERSON WHO KNOW NGLY VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON
SHALL BE GUILTY OF A VI OLATI ON PUNI SHABLE PURSUANT TO THE PENAL LAW

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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