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2015- 2016 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N ASSEMBLY
January 8, 2015

Introduced by M of A CAHLL -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A BENEDET-
TO, BRENNAN, GALEF, GLICK, HOOPER, KOLB, LUPARDO, MARKEY, MONTESANQ,
ROBI NSON, SALADI NO, SCARBOROUGH -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
commi ssioner of health to develop and inplenent a system for uniform
patient safety

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health aw is amended by addi ng a new section 25
to read as foll ows:

S 25. UN FORM PATI ENT SAFETY. 1. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL, I N CONSULTA-
TION W TH STATEW DE ORGANI ZATI ONS REPRESENTATI VE OF PROVI DERS OF HOSPI -
TAL AND HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES, DEVELOP AND |MPLEMENT A SYSTEM FOR
COLOR- CODI NG STANDARDI ZATI ON OF MEDI CAL SAFETY CONDI TI ONS FOR USE I N ALL
HEALTH CARE FACI LI TIES. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL, ON OR AFTER JULY FI RST,
TWO THOUSAND SEVENTEEN, DEVELOP SUCH UNI FORM PATI ENT SAFETY CONDI TI ONS
BY STANDARDI ZI NG THE COLOR- CODI NG OF PATI ENT WRI ST BANDS AND PROVI DI NG
HOSPI TALS, HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS, RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE FACI LI TI ES AND
NURSI NG HOVES IN THIS STATE WTH A PATIENT STANDARDI ZATION VWHICH IS
UNI FORM | N RELATION TO HEALTH RELATED SERVI CES. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL
ESTABLI SH AND | MPLEMENT THE UNI FORM TY OF ALL PATI ENT SAFETY THROUGH THE
PROVULGATI ON OF RULES AND REGULATIONS AND FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE
SYSTEMATIC AND STANDARD APPLICATION OF A COLOR SYSTEM TO AID IN THE
CLASSI FI CATI ON AND | DENTI FI CATI ON OF SAFETY CONDI TIONS | NCLUDI NG  BUT
NOT LIMTED TO A DO NOT RESUSCI TATE ORDER, ALLERG ES, FALL RI SK OF THE
PATI ENT, ELOPEMENT AND CHOKI NG PRECAUTI ONS.

2. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON, "ELOPEMENT" MEANS THAT A PATI ENT
(A) HAS LEFT THE HOSPI TAL, HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY, RESI DENTI AL HEALTH CARE
FACILITY OR NURSING HOVWVE, OR THE COWANY OF STAFF, W THOUT AUTHORI -
ZATION;, OR (B) HAS LEFT THE HOSPI TAL, HEALTH CARE FACI LI TY, RESI DENTI AL

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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HEALTH CARE FACILITY OR NURSI NG HOVE W TH AUTHORI ZATI ON BUT HAS FAI LED
TO RETURN TO SUCH FACI LI TY LATER THAN THI RTY M NUTES BEYOND THE DESI G
NATED TI ME.

S 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2017; provided, however, that
effective immedi ately, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rule
or regul ation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its effec-
tive date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or
bef ore such effective date.



