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Introduced by M of A SKOUFIS -- read once and referred to the Comit -
tee on Education -- comittee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and reconmtted to said comrttee

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to policies that allow
students with disabilities to participate in a high school graduation
cer enony

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"Zachary's Law'.

S 2. Section 4402 of the education |aw is amended by addi ng a new
subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. THE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON OR THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF EACH SCHOOL
DI STRICT THAT OPERATES A HI GH SCHOOL SHALL ESTABLI SH A POLI CY AND ADOPT
PROCEDURES TO ALLOW ANY STUDENT WTH A DISABILITY IN SUCH DI STRICT TO
PARTI Cl PATE IN THE GRADUATION CEREMONY OF THE STUDENT' S HI GH SCHOOL
GRADUATI NG CLASS AND ALL RELATED ACTIVITIES IF SUCH STUDENT HAS BEEN
|SSUED A SKILLS AND ACH EVEMENT COWVMENCEMENT CREDENTI AL BUT HAS NOT
OTHERW SE QUALI FI ED FOR A REGENTS OR LOCAL H GH SCHOOL DI PLOVA. SUCH
STUDENT SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO PARTI Cl PATE | F THE STUDENT' S | NDI VI DUALI ZED
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM PRESCRI BES SPECI AL EDUCATI ON, TRANSI TI ON PLANNI NG
TRANSI TI ON SERVI CES, OR RELATED SERVICES BEYOND THE STUDENT'S FOUR
ACADEM C YEARS AFTER THE STUDENT' S ENTRY | NTO HI GH SCHOOL. THE POLI CY
AND PROCEDURES SHALL PROVI DE ANNUAL WRI TTEN NOTI CE TO ALL STUDENTS W TH
DI SABI LI TITES AND THEI R PARENTS OR GUARDI ANS ABOUT THE SCHOOL DI STRICT' S
POLI CY AND PROCEDURES ADOPTED | N ACCORDANCE W TH THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON. NOTH-
ING IN TH S SUBDI VI SION SHALL COVPEL A STUDENT WTH DISABILITIES TO
PARTI Cl PATE IN THE H GH SCHOOL GRADUATI ON CEREMONY AND ACTI VI TIES. THE
SUPERI NTENDENT SHALL CONSIDER THE RECOMMVENDATION, |F ANY, OF THE
STUDENT' S COWM TTEE ON SPECI AL EDUCATI ON AS WELL AS THE STUDENT'S OMN
EXPRESSED PREFERENCE. FOR PURPOSES OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON, A STUDENT' S HI GH
SCHOOL GRADUATI NG CLASS SHALL BE THE TWELFTH GRADE CLASS W TH VWHI CH SUCH
STUDENT W TH A DI SABI LI TY ENTERED | NTO NI NTH GRADE.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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