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STATE OF NEW YORK

10452
I N ASSEMBLY
May 27, 2016

Introduced by M of A CAHLL -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Transportation

AN ACT authorizing the comm ssioner of transportation to conduct a
conpr ehensi ve study on the efficacy of notorcycle hel nets

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. The |egislature recognizes that head
injuries are the | eading cause of death in nptorcycle crashes nation-
wide, but also my be prevented in nany cases with the use of proper
protective headgear. As such, it is vitally inportant that all nptorcy-
clists and passengers wear federal departnent of transportation (DOT)
approved helnets as required by section 381 of the vehicle and traffic
law to prevent injuries and fatalities. Moreover, it is inperative that
a notorcyclist wutilize a DOT-approved helnmet that is the correct style
for the type of riding that they are engaged in and that is an appropri-
ate size and fit for their head shape and face structure so that it can
function properly in the event of a crash.

To date, there has not been a conprehensive study conducted in New
York state to exam ne the efficacy of the variety of styles of DOT-ap-
proved notorcycle helnmets or the guidelines and safety protocols that
informthe rider of howto properly fit and wuse this equipnent. The
| egi slature therefore supports the commissioning of such a study in
order to assess the effectiveness of notorcycle helnets in preventing
fatality and injury, the functionality of a hel net when inproperly worn
and the protocols in place to informthe consunmer of how to properly fit
and wear this equiprent.

S 2. The departnent of transportation shall undertake a conprehensive
study on the effectiveness of notorcycle helnets in preventing injuries
and fatalities. The scope of this study shall include:

1. the efficacy of different styles and types of DOT-approved notorcy-
cle helnets in preventing injury and death; and

2. the adequacy of established state, federal and manufacturer use and
safety guidelines that informthe consuner of proper helnet fitnent and
wear; and
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3. evidence of injury or death resulting frominproper helnmet fitnent
and/ or wear; and

4. any other related informati on that the comm ssioner may deem neces-
sary or relevant in carrying out this study.

S 3. The departnent of transportation shall make a report to the
governor and the legislature of its findings, conclusions and reconmren-
dations no |ater than one year after the effective date of this act and
shall submt with this report such legislative proposals as it deens
necessary to inplenent its reconmendati ons.

S 4. If the departnent of transportation finds that it does not have
access to adequate state resources to conduct the study defined in
section two of this act the comm ssioner is authorized to contract with
an i ndependent entity to conduct such study.

S 5. This act shall take effect imediately.



