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STATE OF NEW YORK

10420
I N ASSEMBLY
May 26, 2016

Introduced by M of A JOYNER -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to the creati on of
a self-sufficiency standard study

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The social services |law is anended by addi ng a new section
131-bb to read as foll ows:

S 131-BB. SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY STANDARD STUDY. 1. (A) A SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY
STANDARD MEASURES HOW MJCH INCOVE |S NEEDED FOR A FAM LY OF A G VEN
COWVPCOSI TION IN A G VEN GEOGRAPHI C LOCATI ON TO ADEQUATELY MEET ITS BASIC
NEEDS W THOUT PUBLI C OR PRI VATE ASSI STANCE.

(B) A SELF-SUFFI CIENCY STANDARD |S A TOOL THAT CAN BE USED TO (I)
CREATE A BENCHVARK FOR MEASURI NG THE EFFECTIVENESS OF ANTI - POVERTY
PROGRAMS AND POLICIES; (Il1) DETERM NE EFFECTIVE WAYS TO ALLOCATE
RESOURCES THAT W LL LEAD TO ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT THAT RESULTS IN LI VING
WAGE JOBS; (I11) TARGET THE DEVELOPMENT OF TRAI NI NG AND | NDUSTRI ES THAT
RESULT I N H GHER- WAGE JOBS FOR NEW YORKERS; (1V) ENHANCE EDUCATION, JOB
TRAINING AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS; (V) COUNSEL CLI ENTS TRANSI -
TI ONI NG FROM WELFARE AND UNEMPLOYMENT, THROUGH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMS AND EDUCATI ON  AND TRAI NI NG | NTO SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY WAGE JOBS;
AND (VI) ENHANCE ONLI NE "BUDGET CALCULATOR' TOOLS THAT ENABLE USERS TO
STRATEG ZE COVBI NATIONS OF PUBLI C AND PRI VATE SUPPORTS AND SUBSI DI ES,
W TH TRAI NI NG AND EDUCATI ON, AND/ OR EMPLOYMENT, TO | NCREASE | NCOVE AND
ECONOM C SECURI TY.

2. THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SHALL CONTRACT WTH A THI RD PARTY, THAT
MEETS THE REQUI REMENTS IN SUBDIVISION FOUR OF THIS SECTION, FOR THE
COLLECTI ON AND ANALYSI S OF DATA THAT RESULTS | N THE CALCULATI ON OF BASI C
NEEDS BUDCGETS.

3. CALCULATION OF STANDARD OF BASI C NEEDS BUDGETS. (A) STANDARDS OF
BASI C NEEDS BUDGETS SHALL (1) MEASURE THE NECESSARY | NCOVE REQUI RED TO
MAI NTAI N SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY W THOUT ADDI TI ONAL PUBLI C OR PRI VATE SUPPORT;
(1'l) ACCOUNT FOR FAM LY SIZE AND COVPOSI TION;, AND (I111) UTILIZE, TO THE
EXTENT SUCH | NFORMATI ON | S AVAI LABLE, THE MOST UP TO DATE COSTS OF BASIC
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NEEDS, |INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMTED TO HOUSING FOOD, TRANSPORTATI ON,
HEALTH CARE, AND CHI LD CARE, AS WELL AS TAXES AND TAX CREDI TS, | NCLUDI NG
LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL TAXES AND TAX CREDI TS.

(B) | N CALCULATI NG THE STANDARD OF BASI C NEEDS BUDGET, THE CONTRACTOR
SHALL UTILIZE, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, DATA THAT | S NATI ONALLY STAND-
ARDI ZED, CALCULATED ANNUALLY, AND FROM RELIABLE GOVERNMENT  OR
ACADEM C/ SCHOLARLY SOURCES, SUCH AS THE UNI TED STATES CENSUS BUREAU,
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOUSI NG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT, OR ANY OTHER
DATA REPORTED TO STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCI ES USI NG STANDARDI ZED METHODOL-
OGY. THESE BUDGETS SHOULD BE VARI ED GEOGRAPHI CALLY, BY COUNTY, AND DATA
PERM TTI NG SUB- COUNTY AREAS, FOR EVERY REG ON | N THE STATE.

4. TH RD- PARTY CONTRACTOR. TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE THIRD PARTY
CONTRACTOR SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG CHARACTERI STI CS:

(A) AT LEAST TWVENTY YEARS'  CONTI NUOUS EXPERI ENCE | N CALCULATI NG A
STANDARD OF BASI C NEEDS BUDGET, OR SUBSTANTI ALLY SIMLAR MEASUREMENT,
AND RELATED ANALYSES;

(B) HAS PERFORVMVED SUCH CALCULATI ONS FOR NO FEWER THAN THI RTY STATES,
| NCLUDI NG NEW YORK STATE;

(C) CAN DEMONSTRATE A PROVEN RECORD OF HAVI NG PRODUCED SUCH CALCU
LATI ONS AND REPORTS, W THI N THE BUDGET AND TI ME CONSTRAI NTS OF PREVI QUS
CONTRACTS; AND

(D) I'S LOCATED IN OR AFFI LI ATED WTH A COLLEGE OR UNI VERSI TY ANDPOR | S
MANAGED BY AN | NDI VI DUAL OR | NDI VI DUALS WTH RELEVANT SKILLS, EXPERI -
ENCE, AND EDUCATI ON THAT QUALI FIES H M OR HER TO CALCULATE THE | NFORVA-
TI ON REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON.

5. THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR SHALL SUBMT A REPORT OF THE FINDI NGS
REQUI RED | N SUBDI VI SI ONS TWO AND THREE OF THI S SECTI ON TO THE GOVERNOR,
THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE,
NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER FI RST, TWD THOUSAND SI XTEEN AND Bl ENNI ALLY THER-
EAFTER.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw



