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STATE OF NEW YORK

10300
I N ASSEMBLY
May 20, 2016

Introduced by M of A PAULIN -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on | nsurance

AN ACT to amend the insurance law, in relation to requiring certain
group health insurance policies to provide coverage for hearing aids

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 3221 of the insurance |law is anmended by adding a
new subsection (t) to read as foll ows:

(T) (1) EVERY GROUP HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CY OFFERED I N THE LARGE GROUP
MARKET THAT | S | SSUED, AMENDED, OR RENEWED IN THI S STATE SHALL PROVI DE
COVERAGE FOR MEDI CALLY NECESSARY HEARI NG Al DS PURCHASED FROM A HEARI NG
Al D DI SPENSER REG STERED UNDER ARTI CLE THI RTY-SEVEN-A OF THE GENERAL
BUSINESS LAW OR AN AUDI OLOG ST LICENSED UNDER ARTI CLE ONE HUNDRED
FI FTY- NI NE OF THE EDUCATI ON LAW I N THE FOLLOWN NG MANNER:

(A) FOR AN | NSURED PERSON S| XTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, SUCH | NSURED
PERSON SHALL BE ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT OF UP TO THREE THOUSAND
DOLLARS EVERY THI RTY-SI X MONTHS FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF
UP TO TWDO HEARI NG Al DS.

(B) FOR AN | NSURED PERSON WHO IS LESS THAN SI XTEEN YEARS OF ACGE, SUCH
| NSURED PERSON SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT OF UP TO TWO THOUSAND
DOLLARS EVERY TWENTY- FOUR MONTHS FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF
UP TO TWO HEARI NG AIDS, WHEN I T IS MEDI CALLY DEMONSTRATED THAT:

(1) THE HEARING OF THE | NSURED PERSON UNDER THE ACGE OF SI XTEEN HAS
CHANGED SI GNI FI CANTLY WTHI N A TWO- YEAR PERI OD; AND

(1) THE EXI STI NG HEARI NG Al D WLL NO LONGER CORRECT THE HEARING OF
THE | NSURED PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF S| XTEEN, SUCH PERSON SHALL BE ENTI -
TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR ADDI TI ONAL HEARI NG Al D EXPENSES.

(2)(A) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI' S SUBSECTI ON, "HEARI NG Al D' SHALL MEAN
ANY WEARABLE | NSTRUVENT OR DEVI CE DESI GNED FOR HEARI NG AND ANY PARTS,
ATTACHVENTS OR ACCESSORI ES BUT EXCLUDI NG BATTERI ES AND CORDS OR ACCESSO-
RI ES THERETO. A REG STERED HEARI NG Al D DI SPENSER OR LI CENSED AUDI OLOG ST
SHALL DETERM NE THE TYPE OF DEVI CE NEEDED TO CORRECT THE HEARI NG LGCSS.

(B) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, SERVI CES FOR RECASI NG,  RESHELL-
| NG AND ACQUI R NG NEW MOLDS SHALL BE | NCLUDED AS PART OF THE POLI Cl ES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(3) THE | NSURED PERSON MAY CHOOSE A HEARI NG Al D EXCEEDI NG THE AMOUNT
OF COVERAGE REQUI RED BY THI S SECTI ON AND SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR THE DI FFER-
ENCE | N COST. REI MBURSEMENT SHALL BE PROVI DED ACCORDI NG TO THE RESPEC-
TIVE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES OF THE HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN AND MAY
| NCLUDE SUCH POLICY PROVISIONS AS DEDUCTI BLES, CO NSURANCE, ALLOWMBLE
CHARGE LI M TATI ONS, AND COORDI NATI ON OF BENEFI TS.

S 2. Section 4305 of the insurance lawis anmended by adding a new
subsection (n) to read as foll ows:

(N) (1) A GROUP CONTRACT | SSUED, AMENDED, OR RENEWED PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON OFFERED I N THE LARGE GROUP MARKET SHALL PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR
MEDI CALLY NECESSARY HEARI NG Al DS PURCHASED FROM A HEARI NG Al D DI SPENSER
REG STERED UNDER ARTI CLE THI RTY- SEVEN- A OF THE GENERAL BUSI NESS LAW OR
AN AUDI OLOG ST LICENSED UNDER ARTICLE ONE HUNDRED FI FTY-NI NE OF THE
EDUCATI ON LAW I N THE FOLLOW NG MANNER:

(A) FOR AN | NSURED PERSON S| XTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, SUCH | NSURED
PERSON SHALL BE ENTITLED TO REIMBURSEMENT OF UP TO THREE THOUSAND
DOLLARS EVERY THI RTY-SI X MONTHS FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF
UP TO TWO HEARI NG Al DS.

(B) FOR AN | NSURED PERSON WHO IS LESS THAN SI XTEEN YEARS OF ACE, SUCH
| NSURED PERSON SHALL BE ENTI TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT OF UP TO TWO THOUSAND
DOLLARS EVERY TWENTY- FOUR MONTHS FOR EXPENSES RELATED TO THE PURCHASE OF
UP TO TWO HEARI NG AIDS, WHEN I T IS MEDI CALLY DEMONSTRATED THAT:

(1) THE HEARING OF THE | NSURED PERSON UNDER THE ACGE OF SI XTEEN HAS
CHANGED SI GNI FI CANTLY WTHI N A TWO- YEAR PERI OD; AND

(1) THE EXI STI NG HEARI NG Al D WLL NO LONGER CORRECT THE HEARING OF
THE | NSURED PERSON UNDER THE AGE OF S| XTEEN, SUCH PERSON SHALL BE ENTI -
TLED TO REI MBURSEMENT FOR ADDI TI ONAL HEARI NG Al D EXPENSES.

(2)(A) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI' S SUBSECTI ON, "HEARI NG Al D' SHALL MEAN
ANY WEARABLE | NSTRUVENT OR DEVI CE DESI GNED FOR HEARI NG AND ANY PARTS,
ATTACHVENTS OR ACCESSORI ES BUT EXCLUDI NG BATTERI ES AND CORDS OR ACCESSO-
RI ES THERETO. A REG STERED HEARI NG Al D DI SPENSER OR LI CENSED AUDI OLOG ST
SHALL DETERM NE THE TYPE OF DEVI CE NEEDED TO CORRECT THE HEARI NG LGCSS.

(B) FOR THE PURPCSES OF THI S SECTI ON, SERVI CES FOR RECASI NG ~ RESHELL-
| NG AND ACQUI R NG NEW MOLDS SHALL BE | NCLUDED AS PART OF THE POLI Cl ES.

(3) THE | NSURED PERSON MAY CHOOSE A HEARI NG Al D EXCEEDI NG THE AMOUNT
OF COVERAGE REQUI RED BY THI' S SECTI ON AND SHALL BE LI ABLE FOR THE DI FFER-
ENCE | N COST. REI MBURSEMENT SHALL BE PROVI DED ACCORDI NG TO THE RESPEC-
TIVE PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES OF THE HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN AND MAY
| NCLUDE SUCH POLI CY PROVI SIONS AS DEDUCTI BLES, CO NSURANCE, ALLOWMBLE
CHARGE LI M TATI ONS, AND COORDI NATI ON OF BENEFI TS.

S 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw and shall apply according to its terms to all poli-
cies, contracts and certificates issued, renewed, nodified, altered or
amended on or after such date.



