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Introduced by M of A  SCH MM NCGER -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the crimnal procedure law, in relation to permtting
support to a vulnerable elderly person testifying in grand jury
pr oceedi ngs

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 3 of section 190.25 of the
crimnal procedure |aw, as anmended by chapter 347 of the laws of 2014,
is anmended and a new paragraph (i) is added to read as foll ows:

(h) A social worker, rape crisis counselor, psychol ogi st or other
prof essi onal providing enotional support to a child witness twelve years
ol d or younger[, or a social worker or informal caregiver, as provided
in subdivision two of section two hundred six of the elder law, for a
vul nerabl e el derly person as provided in subdivision three of section
260. 31 of the penal law,] who is called to give evidence in a grand jury
proceedi ng concerning a crine defined in article one hundred twenty-one,
article one hundred thirty, article two hundred sixty, section 120.10,
125.10, 125.15, 125.20, 125.25, 125.26, 125.27, 255.25, 255.26 or 255.27
of the penal |law provided that the district attorney consents. Such
support person shall not provide the witness with an answer to any ques-
tion or otherwi se participate in such proceeding and shall first take an
oath before the grand jury that he or she will keep secret all matters
before such grand jury within his or her know edge.

(1) A SOCI AL WORKER OR | NFORMAL CAREG VER, AS DEFINED | N SUBDI VI SION
TWO OF SECTI ON TWO HUNDRED SI X OF THE ELDER LAW FOR A VULNERABLE ELDER-
LY PERSON AS DEFI NED I N SUBDI VI SI ON THREE OF SECTI ON 260. 31 OF THE PENAL
LAW AS ADDED BY CHAPTER THREE HUNDRED El GHTY- ONE OF THE LAWS OF NI NE-
TEEN HUNDRED NI NETY- El GHT, WHO | S CALLED TO G VE EVIDENCE IN A GRAND
JURY PROCEEDI NG, CONCERNING ANY TYPE OF OFFENSE, PROVI DED THAT THE
DI STRI CT ATTORNEY CONSENTS. SUCH SUPPORT PERSON SHALL NOT PROVIDE THE
W TNESS W TH AN ANSWER TO ANY QUESTI ON OR OTHERW SE PARTI Cl PATE | N SUCH
PROCEEDI NG AND SHALL FI RST TAKE AN OATH BEFORE THE GRAND JURY THAT HE OR
SHE W LL KEEP SECRET ALL MATTERS BEFORE SUCH GRAND JURY WTHIN H'S OR
HER KNOW.EDGE

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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