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STATE OF NEW YORK

850--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Energy and Tel econmuni -
cations -- recommitted to the Conmittee on Energy and Tel ecommuni -
cations in accordance wth Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- comittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to anmend the public service law, in relation to mandating direc-
tory informati on or assistance for certain eligible persons at no cost
to such persons

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public service |law is anmended by addi ng a new section
92-h to read as foll ows:

S 92-H DI RECTORY ASSI STANCE FOR ELI G BLE PERSONS. 1. THE COW SSI ON
SHALL REQUIRE ALL TELEPHONE CORPORATI ONS TO PROVI DE DI RECTORY | NFORMA-
TI ON OR ASSI STANCE TO ELI G BLE PERSONS, AS PROVIDED IN SUBDIVISION TWO
O THIS SECTION, AT NO COST TO SUCH PERSONS. THE COVMM SSI ON SHALL
ESTABLI SH PROCEDURES BY WHI CH FREE ACCESS TO SUCH | NFORMATI ON OR ASSI ST-
ANCE FOR SUCH PERSONS | S AUTOVATI CALLY REA STERED AS EXEMPT FROM ALL
CHARGES.

2. THE FOLLOWN NG PERSONS ARE ELId BLE FOR SERVI CE PURSUANT TO THI S
SECTI ON:

(A) BLIND PERSONS WHOSE VI SUAL ACUITY, AS DETERM NED BY COWPETENT
AUTHORITY, |IS 20/200 OR LESS IN THE BETTER EYE W TH CORRECTI NG LENSES,
OR WHOSE W DEST DI AVMETER OF VI SUAL FI ELD SUBTENDS ANGULAR DI STANCE NO
GREATER THAN TWENTY DEGREES.

(B) OTHER PHYSI CALLY HANDI CAPPED PERSONS ARE ELI G BLE AS FOLLOWE:

(1) PERSONS WHOSE VI SUAL DI SABI LI TY, W TH CORRECTI ON AND REGARDLESS OF
OPTI CAL MEASUREMENT, | S CERTI FI ED BY COVPETENT AUTHORI TY AS PREVENTI NG
THE READI NG OF STANDARD PRI NTED MATERI AL.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(1'l) PERSONS CERTI FI ED BY COVWPETENT AUTHORI TY AS UNABLE TO READ OR
UNABLE TO USE STANDARD PRI NTED MATERI AL AS A RESULT OF PHYSI CAL LI M TA-
TI ONS.

(1'1'l) PERSONS CERTIFIED BY COVWETENT AUTHORI TY AS HAVI NG A READI NG
DI SABI LI TY RESULTI NG FROM ORGANI C DYSFUNCTI ON AND OF SUFFI Cl ENT SEVERI TY
TO PREVENT THEI R READI NG OF PRI NTED MATERI AL | N A NORMAL MANNER

(C) CERTIFYI NG AUTHORI TY:

(1) I'N CASES OF BLI NDNESS, VI SUAL | MPAI RVENT, OR PHYSI CAL LI M TATI ONS,
" COVPETENT AUTHORI TY" |'S DEFI NED TO | NCLUDE DOCTORS OF MEDI Cl NE; DOCTORS
OF OSTEOPATHY; OPHTHALMOLOG STS; OPTOVETRI STS; REGQ STERED NURSES; THERA-
Pl STS; AND PROFESSI ONAL STAFF OF HOSPI TALS, | NSTITUTIONS, AND PUBLIC OR
PRI VATE WELFARE AGENCI ES (E. G, SOCI AL WORKERS, CASEWORKERS, COUNSELORS,
REHABI LI TATI ON TEACHERS, AND SUPERI NTENDENTS) .

(1) IN THE CASE OF READI NG DI SABILITY FROM ORGANI C DYSFUNCTI ON,
COVPETENT AUTHORI TY | S DEFI NED AS DOCTORS OF MEDICINE AND DOCTORS OF
OSTEOPATHY WHO MAY CONSULT W TH COLLEAGUES | N ASSCCI ATED DI SCI PLI NES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have beconme a law. Any rules and regul ati ons necessary for the
tinmely inplenmentation of this act on its effective date shall be pronul -
gated on or before such date.



