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STATE OF NEW YORK

7699
I N SENATE
May 30, 2014

Introduced by Sens. YOUNG BALL, NOZZOLIO -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be commtted to the Conm ttee on Housi ng,
Construction and Comrunity Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the private housing finance law, in relation to disabled
veteran access to honme for heroes contracts

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The private housing finance |aw is amended by addi ng a new
article 28 to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE XXVI | |
NEW YORK ACCESS TO HOVE FOR HERCES PROGRAM
SECTI ON 1240. STATEMENT OF LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND PURPOSE.
1241. DEFI NI TI ONS.
1242. ACCESS TO HOVE FOR HEROES CONTRACTS.

S 1240. STATEMENT OF LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND PURPCSE. THE LEG SLATURE
HEREBY FI NDS AND DECLARES THAT MANY DI SABLED VETERANS | N NEW YORK STATE
FACE A SIGNI FI CANT | MPEDI MENT TO ACCESSI BLE AND AFFORDABLE HOUSI NG AS A
RESULT OF SERVI CE RELATED I NJURI ES, AGE OR HEALTH RELATED DI SABI LI Tl ES.
THESE MEN AND WOMEN HAVE SERVED OUR COUNTRY AND STATE W TH HONOR AND
DI STI NCTI ON AND DESERVE TO ACHI EVE MAXI MUM | NDEPENDENCE, SOCI AL | NTER-
ACTION AND COVMUNITY | NTEGRATI ON. PROVI DI NG FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE W TH
THE COST OF ADAPTING THE DWELLING UNITS OF QOUR DI SABLED VETERANS, IS
FUNDAMENTAL TO PROVI DI NG FOR THE PROM SE OF LI VI NG SAFELY, COWORTABLY
AND PRODUCTI VELY I N THE MOST | NTEGRATED SETTI NG OF THEI R CHO CE.

S 1241. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S ARTI CLE:

1. "CORPORATI ON' SHALL MEAN THE HOUSI NG TRUST FUND CORPORATI ON ESTAB-
LI SHED I N SECTI ON FORTY-FI VE-A OF TH S CHAPTER

2. "ELIG BLE  APPLI CANT" SHALL MEAN A CTY, TOM, VILLAGE OR
NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON I N EXI STENCE FOR A PERIOD OF ONE OR MORE
YEARS PRIOR TO APPLICATION, WHICH IS, OR WLL BE AT THE TI ME OF AWARD,
| NCORPORATED UNDER THE NOT- FOR- PROFI T CORPORATI ON LAW AND HAS SUBSTAN-
TI AL EXPERI ENCE | N ADAPTI NG OR RETROFI TTI NG HOVES FOR PERSONS W TH DI SA-
BI LI TI ES.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. "VETERAN' SHALL MEAN A RESIDENT OF THI S STATE, WHO HAS SERVED ON
ACTI VE DUTY IN THE UNI TED STATES ARMY, NAVY, AIR FORCE, MARINE CORPS,
COAST GUARD, ANDYOR THE ARMY NATI ONAL GUARD, Al R NATI ONAL GUARD, NEW
YORK GUARD ANDY OR THE NEW YORK NAVAL M LI TI A, WHO HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM
SUCH SERVI CE BY HONORABLE DI SCHARGE OR CGENERAL DI SCHARGE.

4. "Dl SABLED VETERAN' SHALL MEAN A VETERAN WHO | S CERTI FI ED BY THE
UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS OR THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE AS ENTITLED TO RECEIVE Dl SABILITY PAYMENTS UPON THE CERTI F-
| CATI ON OF SUCH DEPARTMENT FOR A DI SABILITY INCURRED BY HM OR HER |IN
TI ME OF WAR.

5. "ACCESS TO HOVE FOR HERCES PROGRAME" OR "PROGRAMS' SHALL MEAN A
SERI ES OF ACTIVITIES BY AN ELI G BLE APPLI CANT TO ADM NI STER FUNDS TO
PROVI DE CGRANTS TO HOVEOMNERS AND RENTERS AND TO OVERSEE THE ADAPTATI ON
OR RETROFI TTI NG OF ELI G BLE PROPERTI ES.

6. "ELI G BLE PROPERTY" SHALL MEAN A HOUSING UNIT THAT IS THE PRI MARY
RESIDENCE OF A DI SABLED VETERAN OR VETERAN W TH A PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TY
AND A TOTAL HOUSEHOLD | NCOVE THAT DOES NOT EXCEED ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY
PERCENT OF AREA MEDI AN | NCOVE. A PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE CONSIDERED AN
ELI G BLE PROPERTY | F THE OANER OF THE PROPERTY | S OTHERW SE OBLI GATED BY
FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL LAW TO PROVI DE THE | MPROVEMENTS FUNDED UNDER
TH S ARTI CLE.

S 1242. ACCESS TO HOVE FOR HERCES CONTRACTS. 1. WTHIN THE LIMT OF
FUNDS AVAILABLE IN THE ACCESS TO HOVE FOR HEROES PROGRAM THE CORPO-
RATI ON | S HEREBY AUTHORI ZED TO ENTER | NTO CONTRACTS W TH ELI G BLE APPLI -
CANTS TO PROVI DE FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE FOR THE ACTUAL COSTS OF AN ACCESS
TO HOVE FOR HEROES PROGRAM THE FI NANCI AL ASSI STANCE SHALL BE I N THE
FORM OF GRANTS. NO MORE THAN FI FTY PERCENT OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT AWARDED
PURSUANT TO THI' S ARTI CLE I N ANY FI SCAL YEAR SHALL BE ALLOCATED TO ACCESS
TO HOVE PROGRAMS LOCATED W THI N ANY SI NGLE MUNI Cl PALI TY. THE CORPORATI ON
SHALL MAKE A CONCERTED EFFORT TO PROVI DE GEOGRAPHI C DI STRI BUTION I N THE
AWARDI NG OF PROGRAM FUNDS TO AFFORD MAXI MUM STATEW DE | MPACT FOR DI SA-
BLED VETERANS.

2. THE TOTAL PAYMENT PURSUANT TO ANY ONE CONTRACT SHALL NOT EXCEED
FI VE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS AND THE CONTRACT SHALL PROVIDE FOR
COWPLETI ON OF THE PROGRAM W THI N A REASONABLE PERI OD, AS SPECI FI ED THER-
EIN, VH CH SHALL NOT I N ANY EVENT EXCEED THREE YEARS FROM | TS COMVENCE-
MENT. UPON REQUEST, THE CORPORATI ON MAY EXTEND THE TERM OF THE CONTRACT
FOR UP TO TWO ADDI TI ONAL ONE YEAR PERI ODS FOR GOOD CAUSE SHOWN BY THE
ELI G BLE APPLI CANT.

3. THE CORPORATI ON MAY AUTHORI ZE THE ELI A BLE APPLI CANT TO SPEND UP TO
SEVEN AND ONE- HALF PERCENT OF THE CONTRACT AMOUNT FOR APPROVED ADM NI S-
TRATI VE COSTS ASSCOCI ATED W TH ADM NI STERI NG THE PROGRAM

4. THE CORPORATION SHALL REQUI RE THAT, | N ORDER TO RECEI VE FUNDS
PURSUANT TO THI S ARTI CLE, THE ELI G BLE APPLI CANT SHALL SUBM T A PLAN
VWH CH SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LI M TED TO, PROGRAM FEASI BI LI TY, | MPACT
ON THE COVMUNI TY, BUDGET FOR EXPENDI TURE OF PROGRAM FUNDS, A SCHEDULE
FOR COWPLETI ON OF THE PROGRAM AFFI RVATI VE ACTI ON AND M NORI TY BUSI NESS
PARTI Cl PATI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



