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STATE OF NEW YORK

7598
I N SENATE
May 15, 2014

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to amend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a goal to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions eighty percent
by 2050 and preparing a climte action plan

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent and findings. Governor David A Paterson
i ssued Executive Order No. 24 on August 6, 2009 entitled "Establishing a
Goal to Reduce Greenhouse Gas Em ssions Eighty Percent by the Year 2050
and Preparing a Climate Action Plan." This Executive Order was continued
by Governor Andrew M Cuono. The purpose of this act is to codify Execu-
tive Order No. 24 that was issued August 6, 2009.

An energing scientific consensus recogni zes that the increased concen-
tration of carbon dioxide in the atnosphere, along with other heat-trap-
pi ng greenhouse gases, resulting fromthe conbustion of fossil fuels and
ot her human sources, warnms the planet and changes its climte. Many
scientists warn that unnmitigated clinate change is expected to result in
significant adverse inpact to our comrunities, econony and environnent.
According to the scientific assessnments of the United Nations Intergov-
er nnent al Panel on Cinmate Change, and other work, substantia
reductions in greenhouse gas em ssions by mid-century have the potentia
to minimze the nost severe climte change inpacts currently predicted.

The reduction of global warmng and limtation of clinmate change
effects requires a collaborative, international effort to reduce the
em ssion of greenhouses gases around the gl obe. New York and other
states should work col |l aboratively with the federal governnent to devel -
op and inplenent plans and policies that will achieve reductions in
greenhouse gas enissions in the United States. Expanding and advancing
energy efficiency and renewable energy projects will reduce greenhouse
gas eni ssions and create new j obs. New York State has denonstrated
| eadership in this effort by undertaking various actions. It is appro-
priate to build wupon the inportant environnental benefits obtained
through these actions and to establish a State-wide goal for the
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reducti on of greenhouse gases, and to develop a plan that enables New
York to participate fully in the national and international efforts to
conmbat climate change.

S 2. Article 19 of the environnmental conservation |aw is anended by
adding a newtitle 12 to read as foll ows:

TI'TLE 12
CLI MATE ACTI ON COUNCI L
SECTI ON 19-1201. CLI MATE ACTI ON COUNCI L.
S 19-1201. CLI MATE ACTI ON COUNCI L.

1. IT SHALL BE A GOAL OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO REDUCE CURRENT
GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSIONS FROM ALL SOURCES W TH N THE STATE ElI GHTY
PERCENT BELOW LEVELS EM TTED I N THE YEAR NI NETEEN HUNDRED NI NETY BY THE
YEAR TWO THOUSAND FI FTY.

2. THERE |S HEREBY CREATED A CLINMATE ACTION COUNCIL ("COUNCIL")
CONSI STI NG OF THE COWM SSI ONERS OF AGRI CULTURE AND MARKETS, ECONOM C
DEVELOPMENT,  ENVI RONMENTAL CONSERVATI ON, HOUSI NG AND COVMUNI TY RENEWAL,
AND TRANSPORTATI ON;, THE CHAI RS OF THE PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON AND THE
METROPOLI TAN TRANSPORTATI ON  AUTHORI TY; THE PRESI DENTS OF THE NEW YORK
STATE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY, LONG |SLAND PONER
AUTHORI TY, NEW YORK POWNER AUTHORI TY AND DORM TORY AUTHORI TY OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK; THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE DI RECTOR OF THE BUDGET; THE
DI RECTOR OF STATE OPERATIONS; AND THE COUNSEL TO THE GOVERNOR THE
DI RECTOR OF STATE OPERATI ONS SHALL SERVE AS THE CHAI R OF THE COUNCI L.

3. THE COUNCI L SHALL PREPARE A DRAFT CLI MATE ACTI ON PLAN ON OR BEFORE
SEPTEMBER THI RTI ETH, TWO THOUSAND FIFTEEN. THE COUNCIL SHALL HOLD
REG ONAL PUBLI C COWWENT HEARI NGS ON THE DRAFT PLAN, AND SHALL ALLOW AT
LEAST SI XTY DAYS FOR THE SUBM SSI ON OF PUBLI C COMMENT. THEREAFTER, THE
COUNCI L SHALL PREPARE A FINAL CLINMATE ACTION PLAN WH CH SHALL BE
REVI EWED AND, | F WARRANTED, ADJUSTED ANNUALLY BY THE COUNCI L.

4. I N ASPI RING TO MEET THE GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ON REDUCTI ON GOAL, THE
COUNCI L, I N PREPARI NG THE CLI MATE ACTI ON PLAN, SHALL:

A. | NVENTORY GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS W THI N THE STATE, | NCLUDI NG THE
RELATI VE CONTRI BUTI ON OF EACH TYPE OF EM SSI ON SOURCE;

B. IDENTIFY AND ASSESS SHORT-TERM AND LONG TERM ACTI ONS TO REDUCE
GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS AND ADAPT TO CLI MATE CHANGE ACROSS ALL ECONOM C
SECTORS, | NCLUDI NG | NDUSTRY, TRANSPORTATI ON, AGRI CULTURE, BUI LDI NG
CONSTRUCTI ON AND ENERGY PRCDUCTI ON;

C. I DENTIFY AND ANALYZE THE ANTI Cl PATED REDUCTI ONS, AND THE ECONOM C
| MPLI CATI ONS THEREOF, AS A RESULT OF EACH ACTI ON;

D. I DENTIFY THE ANTICI PATED LI FE-CYCLE | MPLI CATI ONS, CONSEQUENCES,
BENEFI TS AND COSTS OF | MPLEMENTI NG EACH ACTI ON, | NCLUDI NG | MPLI CATI ONS,
CONSEQUENCES, BENEFI TS AND COSTS TO THE STATE, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, BUSI -
NESSES AND RESI DENTS FROM | MPLEMENTATI ON OF EACH OPTI ON AND ACTI ON;

E. IDENTIFY WHETHER SUCH ACTI ONS SUPPORT NEW YORK' S GOALS FOR CLEAN
ENERGY | N THE NEW ECONOMY, | NCLUDI NG SPECI FI C SHORT- TERM AND LONG TERM
ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNI TI ES AND DI SADVANTAGES RELATED TO GREEN-
HOUSE GAS EM SSI ON REDUCTI ONS AND THE DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT OF NEW
AND EMERG NG TECHNOLOG ES AND ENERGY SOURCES;

F. COORDI NATE | TS ACTIVITIES WTH THE STATE ENERGY PLANNI NG PROCESS OF
THE STATE ENERGY PLANNI NG BOARD;

G I DENTIFY EXISTING LEGAL, REGULATORY AND PCLICY CONSTRAINTS TO
REDUCI NG GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS, ASSESSING THE | MPACTS OF CLI MATE
CHANGE, AND ADAPTING TO CLI MATE CHANGE, AND RECOMMEND WAYS TO ADDRESS
ANY SUCH CONSTRAI NTS;
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H. ESTABLI SH ESTI MATED TI MELINES FOR CONSIDERI NG AND | MPLEMENTI NG
ACTI ONS; AND

. UNDERTAKE SUCH ACTIONS, AND COWPI LE SUCH ADDI TI ONAL MATERI AL, AS
DEEMED APPROPRI ATE BY THE COUNCIL I N CARRYING QUT | TS RESPONSI BILITIES
UNDER THI S SECTI ON.

5. MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L MAY DESI GNATE AN EXECUTI VE STAFF MEMBER TO
REPRESENT THEM AND PARTI Cl PATE ON THE COUNCI L ON THEIR BEHALF, SUBJECT
TO THE APPROVAL OF THE CHAIR. A MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE COUNCI L
SHALL CONSTI TUTE A QUORUM AND ALL ACTI ONS AND RECOVVENDATIONS OF THE
COUNCIL SHALL REQUIRE APPROVAL OF A MAIJORITY OF THE TOTAL MEMBERS OR
THEI R REPRESENTATI VES.

6. THE ENTI TI ES REPRESENTED ON THE COUNCI L ARE AUTHORI ZED TO PROVI DE
THE PRI MARY STAFF AND OTHER RESOURCES THAT ARE NECESSARY FOR THE COUNCI L
TO COWLY WTH TH'S SECTION. | N ADDI TI ON, EVERY OTHER AGENCY, DEPART-
MENT, OFFICE, DI VISION AND PUBLI C AUTHORI TY OF THI S STATE SHALL COOPER-
ATE WTH THE COUNCI L AND FURNI SH SUCH | NFORMATI ON AND ASSI STANCE AS THE
COUNCI L DETERM NES | S REASONABLY NECESSARY FOR IT TO COWLY WTH TH'S
SECTI ON.

7. THE GCOUNCIL MAY CONVENE ADVI SORY PANELS TO ASSIST OR ADVISE IT IN
AREAS REQUI RI NG SPECI AL EXPERTI SE OR KNOW.EDGE.

8. THE CLI MATE ACTI ON PLAN IS NOT | NTENDED TO BE STATIC, BUT RATHER A
DYNAM C AND CONTI NUALLY EVOLVI NG STRATEGY TO ASSESS AND ACHI EVE THE GOAL
OF SUSTAI NED REDUCTI ONS OF GREENHOUSE GAS EM SSI ONS.

S 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



