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STATE OF NEW YORK

7587
I N SENATE
May 15, 2014

I ntroduced by Sen. ESPAILLAT -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be commtted to the Commttee on Corporations, Authorities
and Conmi ssi ons

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to requiring
open neetings and the internet broadcast of open neetings of each
state authority and | ocal authority

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public authorities |law is anmended by addi ng two new
sections 2824-b and 2824-c to read as foll ows:

S 2824-B. OPEN MEETI NGS. EACH STATE AUTHORITY AND LOCAL AUTHORITY
SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF ARTI CLE SEVEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI -
CERS LAW

S 2824-C. | NTERNET BROADCAST OF OPEN MEETI NGS. 1. EACH STATE AUTHORI TY
AND LOCAL AUTHORI TY SHALL BROADCAST OVER THE | NTERNET, LIVE VIDEO AND
AUDI O OF EACH OPEN MEETI NG HELD BY THE AUTHORI TY. THE TI ME AND PLACE OF
EACH SUCH MEETI NG SHALL BE CONSPI CUOUSLY POSTED ON THE STATE AUTHORI TY
OR LOCAL AUTHORITY'S | NTERNET WEBSI TE AT LEAST ONE WEEK PRI OR TO SUCH
MEETI NG

2. ALL MEETI NGS BROADCAST | N ACCORDANCE W TH SUBDIVISION ONE OF THI'S
SECTI ON SHALL BE RECORDED, ARCHI VED, AND MADE ACCESSI BLE TO THE PUBLI C
ON | TS WEBSI TE FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR AFTER THE DATE OF THE MEETI NG

3. THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL APPLY TO ALL MEETINGS OF THE
BOARD AND | TS COW TTEES, BUT SHALL NOT APPLY TO EXECUTI VE SESSI ONS HELD
I N ACCORDANCE W TH ARTI CLE SEVEN OF THE PUBLI C OFFI CERS LAW

4. EACH STATE AUTHORI TY AND LOCAL AUTHORI TY WHI CH: (A) HAS REVENUE OF
LESS THAN ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS; (B) HAS OUTSTANDI NG BONDS OR DEBT OF LESS
THAN ONE M LLI ON DOLLARS; AND (C) IS ALLOCATED LESS THAN ONE M LLION
DOLLARS | N STATE, COUNTY OR MUNI Cl PAL ANNUAL APPROPRI ATI ONS, MAY WAI VE,
FOR A PERI OD OF ONE YEAR, THE REQUI REMENTS SET FORTH I N SUBDI VI SI ONS ONE
AND TWO OF THI S SECTION, | F VOTED UPON AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF THE
STATE AUTHORI TY OR LOCAL AUTHORI TY.

5. EACH STATE AUTHORITY AND LOCAL AUTHORI TY THAT APPROVES A WAI VER
PURSUANT TO SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE REQUI RED TO SATI S-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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FY THE REQUI REMENTS OF SUBDI VI SI ONS ONE AND TWD OF THIS SECTION | F  THEY
SURPASS ANY OF THE RESPECTI VE ONE M LLI ON DOLLAR THRESHOLDS SET FORTH I N
SUBDI VI SION FOUR OF THI'S SECTI ON, I N ANY FI SCAL YEAR

6. ANY AGGRI EVED PERSON SHALL HAVE STANDI NG TO ENFORCE THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI S SECTI ON AGAI NST A STATE AUTHORITY OR LOCAL AUTHORITY BY THE
COMMENCEMENT OF A PROCEEDI NG PURSUANT TO ARTI CLE SEVENTY- El GHT OF THE
ClVIL PRACTI CE LAW AND RULES, OR AN ACTI ON FOR DECLARATORY JUDGEMENT AND
| NJUNCTI VE RELIEF. I N ANY SUCH ACTI ON OR PROCEEDI NG |F A COURT DETER-
M NES THAT A STATE AUTHORI TY OR LOCAL AUTHORI TY FAI LED TO COWLY W TH
THI S SECTI ON, THE COURT SHALL HAVE THE POWNER, IN |ITS DI SCRETION, UPON
GO0D CAUSE SHOWN, TO DECLARE THAT THE STATE AUTHORI TY OR LOCAL AUTHORI TY
VIOLATED THIS SECTION AND/ OR DECLARE THE ACTI ON TAKEN I N RELATION TO
SUCH VIOLATION VO D, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, WTHOUT PREJUDICE TO THE
RECONSI DERATI ON I N COVPLI ANCE W TH THI S SECTI ON.

7. IN ANY PROCEEDI NG BROUGHT PURSUANT TO THI S SECTION, COSTS AND
REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES MAY BE AWARDED BY THE COURT, IN I TS DI SCRETI ON,
TO THE SUCCESSFUL PARTY.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



