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STATE OF NEW YORK

6383
I N SENATE
January 21, 2014

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to enacting the student
athlete bill of rights; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "student
athlete bill of rights".

S 2. The Legislature finds and declares the foll ow ng:

1. Meeting the educational needs of student athletes should be a
priority for intercollegiate athletic prograns.

2. New York's institutions of higher education that participate in

Division | and Division Il intercollegiate athletics collectively gener-
ate mllions of dollars annually in nedia contracts, and this revenue
woul d not exist without the efforts of student athletes.

3. Student athletes generate large revenues for mnmany athletic

prograns, spend approximtely forty hours per week participating in
their respective sports, and suffer current and historically | ow gradu-
ation rates.

4. Providing adequate health and safety protection for student
athl etes can help prevent serious injury and deat h.

5. Current and fornmer student athletes can be left to pay for nedica
expenses incurred frominjuries suffered while participating in inter-
coll egiate athletics.

6. Institutions of higher education should provide their student
athletes with the sane due process protection afforded to students who
do not participate in athletics.

7. Athletic prograns in this state are subject to federal gender equi-
ty requirenents wunder Title I X of the Education Amendnments of 1972 (20
US. C Sec. 1681 et seq.).

8. An institution of higher education should not punish any student
athlete for transferring to another institution of higher education.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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9. An institution of higher education should not wuse funds for
pur poses of this part that are dedicated for the benefit of the general
st udent body.

S 3. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 679-f to
read as foll ows:

S 679-F. COLLEGQ ATE ATHLETI C SCHOLARSHI P. 1. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN
THI S SECTI ON:

(A) "ATHLETI C ASSCCI ATI ON' MEANS ANY ORGANI ZATI ON THAT | S RESPONSI BLE
FOR GOVERNI NG | NTERCOLLEG ATE ATHLETI C PROGRANMES.

(B) "ATHLETI C PROGRAM' MEANS AN | NTERCOLLEG ATE ATHLETI C PROGRAM AT
ANY | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON W THI N THE MEANI NG OF PARAGRAPH (D)
OF TH S SuBDI VI SI ON.

(C) " GRADUATI ON SUCCESS RATE" MEANS THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENT ATHLETES
VHO GRADUATE FROM THAT | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON W THI N SI X YEARS
O THEIR |INTIAL ENROLLMENT, EXCLUDING OUTGO NG TRANSFERS | N GOOD
ACADEM C STANDI NG W TH ATHLETIC ELIABILITY REMAINI NG AND | NCLUDI NG
| NCOM NG TRANSFERS. THE RATE IS TO BE CALCULATED BY COMBI NI NG THE RATES
OF THE FOUR MOST RECENT CLASSES THAT ARE AVAI LABLE IN THE EXACT MANNER
AS THE RATE | S CALCULATED UNDER NATI ONAL COLLEG ATE ATHLETI C ASSOCI ATI ON
RULES.

(D) "INSTITUTION OF H GHER EDUCATI ON' MEANS ANY CAMPUS OF THE STATE
UNI VERSI TY OF NEWYORK, THE CITY UNVERSITY OF NEW YORK, COWUN TY
COLLEGES AS DEFINED I N SECTI ON SI XTY- THREE HUNDRED ONE OF THI S CHAPTER
AND ANY FOUR- YEAR PRI VATE UNI VERSI TY LOCATED I N NEW YORK, THAT MAI NTAI NS
AN | NTERCOLLEGQ ATE ATHLETI C PROGRAM

(E) "MEDI A RIGHTS" MEANS THE RI GHTS TO MEDI A COVERAGE OF | NTERCOLLEG -
ATE ATHLETI CS | NCLUDED | N CONTRACTS THAT ARE ENTERED | NTO BY | NTERCOLLE-
G ATE ATHLETI C CONFERENCES AND TELEVI SION NETWORKS AND THAT GENERATE
MONETARY PAYMENTS TO | NDI VI DUAL | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON.

(F) "STUDENT ATHLETE" MEANS ANY COLLEGE STUDENT WHO PARTI Cl PATES | N AN
| NTERCOLLEA ATE ATHLETI C PROGRAM OF AN | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON,
AND | NCLUDES STUDENT ATHLETES WHO PARTI Cl PATE I N BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL,
AND OTHER | NTERCOLLEGQ ATE SPORTS.

2. SCHOLARSHI P. COWWENCI NG W TH THE TWDO THOUSAND FOURTEEN- - TWO THOU-
SAND FI FTEEN ACADEM C YEAR, AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL COWPLY W TH ALL OF
THE FOLLOW NG

(A) (1) IF AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM DOES NOT RENEW AN ATHLETI C SCHOLARSHI P
OF A STUDENT ATHLETE WHO SUFFERS AN | NCAPACI TATI NG | NJURY OR | LLNESS
RESULTI NG FROM H' S OR HER PARTI Cl PATION I N THE ATHLETI C PROGRAM AND THE
| NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON' S MEDI CAL STAFF DETERM NES THAT HE OR
SHE |'S MEDI CALLY | NELI G BLE TO PARTI Cl PATE | N | NTERCOLLEQ ATE ATHLETI CS,
THE | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON SHALL PROVI DE AN EQUI VALENT SCHOLAR-
SH P THAT, COWBINED WTH THE TOTAL DURATI ON OF ANY PREVI QUS ATHLETI C
SCHOLARSHI P OR SCHOLARSHI PS RECEI VED BY THE STUDENT ATHLETE, WLL BE
PROVIDED FOR A TOTAL OF UP TO FI VE ACADEM C YEARS OR UNTI L THE STUDENT
ATHLETE COWPLETES H S OR HER UNDERGRADUATE DEGREE, WHI CHEVER PERIOD IS
SHORTER.  ADDI TI ONAL YEARS MAY BE PROVIDED AT THE DI SCRETI ON OF THE
| NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON.

(2) I'F A STUDENT ATHLETE TAKES A TEMPORARY LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM AN
| NSTI TUTION OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON, THE DURATI ON OF THAT LEAVE OF ABSENCE
SHALL NOT COUNT AGAINST THE FI VE- YEAR LIMT ON ELIGBILITY FOR AN EQUI V-
ALENT SCHOLARSHI P AS PROVI DED | N PARAGRAPH ONE OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON.

(3) AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL PROVI DE AN EQUI VALENT SCHOLARSHIP TO A
STUDENT ATHLETE WHO WAS ON AN ATHLETI C SCHOLARSHI P AND | S | N GOOD STAND-
ING BUT HAS EXHAUSTED H'S OR HER ATHLETIC ELIGBILITY, FOR UP TO ONE
YEAR OR UNTI L THE STUDENT ATHLETE COWPLETES HS OR HER PRI MARY UNDER-
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GRADUATE DEGREE, VWH CHEVER |S SHORTER, PROVI DED, HOWNEVER, THAT AN
ATHLETI C PROGRAM W TH A GRADUATI ON SUCCESS RATE THAT 1S ABOVE SIXTY
PERCENT, DI SAGGREGATED BY TEAM SHALL NOI' BE SUBJECT TO THE REQUI REMENTS
OF TH S PARAGRAPH.

(4) A STUDENT ATHLETE WHOSE ATHLETI C SCHOLARSHI P 1S NOT RENEWED FOR
CAUSE BY AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL RECEI VE NO BENEFI TS UNDER THI S PART,
BUT MAY APPEAL THI'S DECI SION W THI N THE | NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON
ATTENDED BY THE STUDENT OR W THI N THE ATHLETI C CONFERENCE OR ASSCCI ATI ON
OF WHI CH THAT I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATION | S A MEMBER, AS APPROPRI -
ATE.

3. FINANCIAL AND LIFE SKILLS COUNSELI NG EACH ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL
CONDUCT A FI NANCI AL AND LI FE SKI LLS WORKSHOP FOR ALL OF I TS FI RST-YEAR
AND THI RD- YEAR STUDENT ATHLETES AT THE BEG NNI NG OF THE ACADEM C YEAR
TH' S WORKSHOP SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT BE LIM TED TO, | NFORVATI ON CONCERN-
I NG FI NANCI AL Al D, DEBT NMANAGEMENT, AND A RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FULL-
AND PARTI AL- SCHOLARSHI P STUDENT ATHLETES LI VI NG ON OR OFF CAMPUS DURI NG
THE ACADEM C YEAR AND THE SUMMER TERM BASED ON THE CURRENT ACADEM C
YEAR S COST OF ATTENDANCE. THE WORKSHOP SHALL ALSO | NCLUDE | NFORVATI ON
ON TI ME MANAGEMENT SKI LLS NECESSARY FOR SUCCESS AS A STUDENT ATHLETE,
AND ACADEM C RESOURCES AVAI LABLE ON CAMPUS.

4. DI SCI PLI NARY ACTIONS. AN I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON SHALL
GRANT A STUDENT ATHLETE THE SAME RI GHTS AS OTHER STUDENTS W TH REGARD TO
ANY AND ALL MATTERS RELATED TO PGOSSI BLE ADVERSE OR DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ONS,
I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT NECESSARILY LIMTED TO  ACTIONS | NVOLVI NG ATHLET-
| CALLY RELATED FI NANCI AL Al D.

5. REQUEST FOR TRANSFER AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL RESPOND W THI N
SEVEN BUSI NESS DAYS WTH AN ANSWER TO A STUDENT ATHLETE'S WRITTEN
REQUEST TO TRANSFER TO ANOTHER | NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON.

6. | NSURANCE. (A) UNLESS A STUDENT ATHLETE DECLI NES THE PAYMENT OF
PREM UMS, AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR PAYlI NG THE PREM -
UMS OF EACH STUDENT ATHLETE WHCSE HOUSEHOLD HAS AN | NCOVE AND ASSET
LEVEL THAT DOES NOT EXCEED THE FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL, AS ADJUSTED ANNU
ALLY, FOR | NSURANCE COVERI NG CLAI M5 RESULTI NG FROM THE STUDENT ATHLETE S
PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE ATHLETI C PROGRAM

(B) AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR PAYI NG THE | NSURANCE
DEDUCTI BLE AMOUNT APPLI CABLE TO THE CLAIM OF ANY STUDENT ATHLETE WHO
SUFFERS AN | NDJURY RESULTI NG FROM H' S OR HER PARTI Cl PATI ON I N THE ATHLET-
| C PROGRAM AND MAKES A CLAI M RELATI NG TO THAT | NJURY.

(© |IF A STUDENT ATHLETE SUFFERS AN | NJURY RESULTING FROM HS OR HER
PARTI Cl PATION IN THE ATHLETIC PROGRAM THAT REQUI RES ONGO NG MEDI CAL
TREATMENT, THE ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL PROVIDE, FOR A M N MM O TW
YEARS FOLLOW NG THE STUDENT ATHLETE' S GRADUATI ON OR SEPARATI ON FROM THE
I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER EDUCATI ON, ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) ALL MEDI CAL TREATMENT NECESSARY FOR TREATMENT OF THE STUDENT
ATHLETE' S I NJURY OR CONDI TI ON; OR

(2) HEALTH |1 NSURANCE I N AN AMOUNT SUFFI Cl ENT TO PROVI DE COVERAGE FOR
ALL MEDI CAL TREATMENT NECESSARY FOR TREATMENT OF THE STUDENT ATHLETE S
I NJURY OR CONDI TI ON, TOGETHER W TH ALL RESULTI NG DEDUCTI BLE AMOUNTS.

(D) THE PROVI SIONS OF THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL NOT APPLY TO PRE- EXI STI NG
VEDI CAL  CONDI TI ONS THAT PRE- DATE THE STUDENT ATHLETE S PARTI Cl PATION I N
THE ATHLETI C PROGRAM

7. GUI DELI NES. AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL ADOPT AND | MPLEMENT GUI DE-
LI NES TO PREVENT, ASSESS, AND TREAT SPORTS- RELATED CONCUSSI ONS AND DEHY-
DRATI ON. IN ADDI TION, AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM SHALL ADOPT AND | MPLEMENT
EXERCI SE AND SUPERVI SI ON GUI DELI NES FOR ANY STUDENT ATHLETE | DENTI FI ED
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W TH POTENTI ALLY LI FE- THREATENI NG HEALTH CONDI TI ONS WHO PARTI Cl PATES I N
AN ATHLETI C PROGRAM

8. APPLICABILITY. (A THE PROVISIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL NOT APPLY
TO AN | NSTI TUTI ON OF HI GHER EDUCATI ON THAT RECEI VES, AS AN AVERAGE, LESS
THAN TEN M LLI ON DOLLARS | N ANNUAL | NCOVE DERI VED FROM MEDI A RI GHTS FOR
| NTERCOLLEQ ATE ATHLETI CsS.

(B) AN [INSTITUTION OF H GHER EDUCATI ON SUBJECT TO THE PROVI SI ONS OF
THI'S SECTI ON SHALL RELY EXCLUSI VELY ON REVENUE DERI VED FROM MEDI A RI GHTS
FOR | NTERCOLLEG ATE ATHLETI CS TO DEFRAY ANY COSTS ACCRUED UNDER THI'S
SECTI ON.

S 4. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed on June 30, 2024.



