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STATE OF NEW YORK

5748
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 11, 2013

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring heart exam
inations for students

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 903 of the education |aw, as sepa-
rately amended by section 11 of part B of chapter 58 and chapter 281 of
the laws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. A health certificate shall be furnished by each student in the
publ i c schools upon his or her entrance in such schools and upon his or
her entry into the grades prescribed by the conm ssioner in regul ations,
provi ded that such regul ations shall require such certificates at |east
twice during the elementary grades and twice in the secondary grades. An
exam nation and health history of any child may be required by the | oca
school authorities at any tine in their discretion to pronote the educa-
tional interests of such child. Each certificate shall be signed by a
duly |icensed physician, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, who
is authorized by law to practice in this state, and consistent with any
applicable witten practice agreenent, or by a duly licensed physician,
physi cian assistant, or nurse practitioner, who is authorized to prac-
tice in the jurisdiction in which the exam nation was given, provided
that the conmm ssioner has determ ned that such jurisdiction has stand-
ards of licensure and practice conparable to those of New York. Each
such certificate shall describe the condition of the student when the
exam nation was nade, which shall not be nore than twelve nonths prior
to the comrencenent of the school vyear in which the examnation is
required, and shall state whether such student is in a fit condition of
health to permt his or her attendance at the public schools. Each such
certificate shall also state the student's body nmss index (BM) and
wei ght status category. For purposes of this section, BM is conputed
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as the weight in kilograms divided by the square of height in neters or
the weight in pounds divided by the square of height in inches nulti-
plied by a conversion factor of 703. Wi ght status categories for chil-
dren and adol escents shall be as defined by the conm ssioner of health.
EACH SUCH CERTI FI CATE SHALL ALSO STATE THAT THE STUDENT HAS UNDERGONE A
HEART TEST, SUCH AS AN ELECTROCARDI OGRAM AND STATE WHETHER THE STUDENT
IS FIT TO PARTI Cl PATE | N PHYSI CAL EDUCATI ON OR OTHER PHYSI CAL OR ATHLET-
IC ACTIVITIES. In all school districts such physician, physician assist-
ant or nurse practitioner shall determ ne whether a one-tinme test for
sickle cell anem a is necessary or desirable and he or she shall conduct
such a test and the certificate shall state the results.
S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.



