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STATE OF NEW YORK

5689--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
June 5, 2013

I ntroduced by Sen. SQUADRON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Conmmttee on Cities -- comttee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anmended and reconmmtted
to said conmttee

AN ACT to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in
relation to establishing and enpowering a nei ghborhood parks alliance
within the New York city departnment of parks and recreation

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The admi nistrative code of the city of New York is amended
by addi ng a new section 18-142 to read as fol |l ows:

S 18-142 NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS ALLI ANCE. 1. ESTABLI SHVENT. THERE | S HERE-
BY ESTABLISHED W TH N THE DEPARTMENT A NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS ALLI ANCE TO
EFFECTUATE THE PURPOSES OF THI'S SECTION IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK.

2. BOARD. (A) THE ALLI ANCE SHALL BE GOVERNED BY A BOARD WHI CH SHALL BE
COVWPOSED OF ElI GHT MEMBERS TO BE APPO NTED AS FOLLOWS:

(1) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY EACH BOROUGH PRESIDENT OF THE
CITY OF NEW YORK;

(2) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CI TY OF NEW
YORK;

(3) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE I TY OF NEW YORK;

(4) ONE MEMBER SHALL BE APPO NTED BY THE PUBLI C ADVOCATE OF THE CI TY
OF NEW YORK.

(B) TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, | N MAKI NG APPO NTMENTS, EACH APPO NTI NG
AUTHORI TY SHALL ENDEAVOR TO HAVE THE MEMBERSH P OF THE BOARD REFLECT THE
RACI AL, ETHNI C, GENDER, LANGUAGE AND GEOGRAPHI C DI VERSITY OF THE CI TY OF
NEW YORK.

(©) TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE, THE MEMBERSH P SHALL | NCLUDE ACTI VE
MEMBERS OF PARK ADVOCACY ORGAN ZATI ONS OR THOSE THAT HAVE EXPERI ENCE
WORKI NG ON URBAN OPEN SPACE DEVELOPMENT.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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(D) ANY VACANCY ON THE BOARD SHALL BE FILLED BY THE RESPECTIVE
APPO NTI NG AUTHORITY I N THE SAME MANNER AS THE ORI G NAL APPO NTMENT WAS
MADE.

(E) THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL BE APPO NTED FOR TERMS OF FOUR
YEARS.

(F) THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL RECEI VE NO COVPENSATI ON FOR THEIR
SERVI CES.

3. PONERS AND DUTI ES OF THE BOARD. THE BOARD:

(A) SHALL APPO NT AN EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR WHO SHALL ACT I N ACCORDANCE
WTH THE POLI Cl ES OF THE BOARD;

(B) IS AUTHORI ZED, WTH N APPROPRI ATI ONS AVAI LABLE THEREFOR, TO
APPO NT SUCH EMPLOYEES AS ARE NECESSARY TO EXERCISE | TS POANERS AND
FULFILL I TS DUTI ES;

(© SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO ADOPT, AMEND AND RESCI ND RULES AND REGUJ
LATIONS TO GOVERN PROCEDURES OF THE BOARD | N ACCORDANCE WTH THI S
SECTI ON;

(D) SHALL ESTABLI SH AND ADM NI STER THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS FUND IN A
BANK OR OTHER FEDERALLY | NSURED DEPOSI TORY LOCATED W THI N THE STATE;

(E) SHALL ESTABLI SH A NOT- FOR- PROFI T ENTI TY CHARGED AND AUTHORI ZED TO
MANAGE, ALLOCATE AND DI STRIBUTE THE FUNDS PROVIDED BY CONTRI BUTI NG
CONSERVANCY FUNDS TO RECI PI ENT PARKS;

(F) SHALL DETERM NE CRITERFA FOR ELIABILITY OF PARKS TO RECEI VE
MONI ES FROM THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS FUND; AND

(G SHALL PUBLI CI ZE THE AVAI LABILITY OF FUNDS FROM THE NEI GHBORHOOD
PARK FUND TO QUALI FYI NG RECI Pl ENT PARKS.

4. CONTRI BUTI NG CONSERVANCI ES. CONTRI BUTI NG CONSERVANCI ES:

(A) TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CABLE CONTRI BUTI NG CONSERVANCI ES SHALL SHARE
PARK MANAGEMENT BEST PRACTI CES W TH RECI PI ENT PARKS.

(B) SHALL BE REQUI RED TO CONTRI BUTE NO LESS THAN TWENTY PERCENT OF
THEI R OPERATI NG BUDGETS TO THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS FUND ON AN ANNUAL
BASI S.

(©) SHALL ATTEND AN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETI NG OF THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS
ALLI ANCE BOARD AND REPRESENTATI VES FROM RECI PI ENT PARKS.

5.  THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS FUND. (A) THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS FUND SHALL
CONSI ST OF ALL REVENUES RECEIVED BY THE ALLIANCE FROM CONTRI BUTI NG
CONSERVANCI ES AND ALL OIHER MONEYS APPROPRI ATED, CREDI TED, OR TRANS-
FERRED THERETO FROM ANY OTHER SOURCE PURSUANT TO LAW NOTHI NG CONTAI NED
IN TH' S SECTI ON SHALL PREVENT THE ALLI ANCE FROM RECEI VI NG GRANTS, d FTS
OR BEQUESTS FOR THE PURPCSES OF THE FUND AS DEFINED IN THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON
AND DEPGCSI TI NG THEM | NTO THE FUND ACCORDI NG TO LAW

(B) NO MONIES FROM THE FUND OR THE ALLI ANCE SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO
THE GENERAL FUND OR ANY SPECI AL REVENUE FUND OR SHALL BE USED FOR ANY
PURPOSE OTHER THAN THE PURPOSES SET FORTH IN THI' S SECTI ON.

(© MONIES IN THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARK FUND SHALL BE USED FOR THE SOLE
PURPOSES OF FUNDI NG THE OPERATI ONS OF THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS ALLI ANCE
AND NMAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ONS OF RECI PI ENT PARKS.

(D) MONIES FROM THE FUND SHALL BE DI STRI BUTED BY THE BOARD TO RECI PI -
ENT PARKS BASED ON CRI TERI A TO BE DETERM NED BY THE BOARD.

6. DEFINITIONS. FOR PURPCSES OF THIS SECTION, THE FOLLON NG TERMS
SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "CONTRI BUTI NG CONSERVANCY" SHALL MEAN ANY NOT- FOR- PROFI T ENTI TY
W TH AN OPERATI NG BUDGET OF NO LESS THAN FI VE M LLI ON DOLLARS THAT OPER-
ATES ANY PARK OR PORTI ON OF ANY PARK UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE
COMW SSI ONER  OF PARKS AND RECREATION IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK, PURSUANT
TO A VVRI TTEN CONSERVANCY ARRANGEMENT AND PROVI DED THAT " CONSERVANCY"
SHALL NOT | NCLUDE ANY NOT-FOR-PRCFI T ENTITY THAT OPERATES I N THREE OR
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MORE BOROUGHS, THAT ENTERS | NTO A WRI TTEN AGREEMENT WTH THE NEI GHBOR-
HOOD PARKS ALLIANCE THAT COMW TS NO LESS THAN TWENTY PERCENT OF I TS
ANNUAL OPERATI NG BUDGET TO BE ADM NI STERED BY THE NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS
ALLI ANCE.

(B) " CONSERVANCY ARRANGEMENT" SHALL MEAN ANY LI CENSE OR OTHER WRI TTEN
AUTHORI ZATI ON ALLOW NG A CONSERVANCY TO OPERATE ANY PARK OR PORTION OF
ANY PARK UNDER THE JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE COWM SSI ONER OF PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION IN THE CI TY OF NEW YORK.

(C) "OPERATES' SHALL MEAN THE ABILITY TOHRE A MAJORITY OF FULL TI M
STAFF FOR SUCH PARK.

(D) "RECI Pl ENT PARKS" SHALL MEAN ALL PARKS THAT HAVE A BUDGET PROVI DED
SOLELY BY THE LOCAL MUNI Cl PALI TY AND HAVE HAD A RANKI NG OF UNACCEPTABLE
FROM THE DEPARTMENT | N THE PRECEDI NG TWO YEARS AND FOR WHICH THE LOCAL
COUNCIL MEMBER AND THE DEPARTMENT HAVE SI GNED A MEMORANDUM OF UNDER-
STANDI NG TO MAI NTAI N FUNDI NG FROM THE MUNI Cl PALI TY AT THE AMOUNT BUDCET-
ED IN THE PRI OR FI SCAL YEAR

(E) "NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS FUND' SHALL MEAN THE FUND ADM NI STERED BY THE
NEI GHBORHOOD PARKS ALLIANCE W TH REVENUE GENERATED FROM CONTRI BUTI NG
CONSERVANCI ES.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



