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STATE OF NEW YORK

5515
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 16, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing famly
literacy prograns for economcally disadvantaged famlies living in
poverty areas or in areas served by | ow perform ng public schools

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. It is the purpose of
this act to help break the cycle of poverty and illiteracy by inproving
the educational opportunities for New York's |lowincone famlies by
funding famly literacy prograns that integrate early chil dhood devel op-
ment, adult literacy or adult basic education, inter-generational |earn-
i ng and parenting education. The | egislature finds and declares that the

provi sion of conprehensive famly literacy prograns wll help nany
parents and children Iliving in poverty to inprove their lives. The
| egi slature finds that, based on national and state surveys, persons
with low literacy levels are nost likely to live in poverty and be

dependent on public assistance. The legislature finds that a conpar-
atively high percentage of students attending |ow performng public

schools live in poverty or have parents with Ilimted English |anguage
proficiency or poor literacy skills. The legislature finds that there is
I nadequate funding to address the illiteracy problemin these communi -

ties. Therefore, the legislature finds that it is necessary to fund
famly literacy prograns targeted to econonically disadvantaged famlies
residing in poverty areas or in attendance zones served by |ow perform
ing public schools to assist adults and children living in these comu-
nities to obtain the skills they need to | ead successful and productive
lives.

S 2. Section 3641 of the education lawis anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 16 to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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16. FAMLY LITERACY GRANTS. WTH N THE AMOUNT APPROPRI ATED FOR SUCH
PURPOSE, THE COWM SSI ONER IS DI RECTED AND AUTHORI ZED TO AWARD COWPET-
I TI VE MATCH NG GRANTS TO ELI G BLE PROVI DERS TO SUPPORT THE ESTABLI SHVENT
OF COWPREHENSI VE FAM LY LI TERACY PROGRAMS. | N ORDER TO BE ELI @ BLE FOR
SUCH A GRANT, A GRANTEE SHALL PROVIDE AN APPROVED FAM LY LI TERACY
PROGRAM TO ELI G BLE FAM LI ES.

A. DEFINITIONS. AS USED IN TH S SECTI ON:

(1) "FAM LY LI TERACY PROGRAM' MEANS SERVI CES THAT ARE OF SUFFI CI ENT
INTENSITY I N TERM5S OF HOURS AND OF SUFFI Cl ENT DURATI ON TO MAKE SUSTAI NA-
BLE CHANGES TO A FAM LY AND THAT | NTEGRATE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG ACTI V-
I TI ES: | NTERACTI VE LI TERACY ACTI VI TI ES BETWEEN PARENTS AND THEIR CHI L-
DREN; EDUCATI ON FOR PARENTS REGARDI NG HOW TO BE THE PRI MARY TEACHER FOR
THEI R CH LDREN AND FULL PARTNERS IN THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHI LDREN,
PARENT LI TERACY PREPARATI ON THAT LEADS TO ECONOM C SELF- SUFFI Cl ENCY; AND
AN  AGE- APPROPRI ATE EDUCATI ON TO PREPARE CHI LDREN FOR SUCCESS | N SCHOOL
AND LI FE EXPERI ENCES.

(2) "ELI G BLE PARENT" MEANS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO 1IS: (1) |IN PARENTAL
RELATI ON TO AN ELI G BLE CHI LD, AS DEFI NED BY THE COWM SSI ONER, AND (I1)
I N NEED OF ADULT BASI C EDUCATI ON, AS DEFI NED I N THI S SECTI ON.

(3) "ELIGBLE CH LD' MEANS A CHI LD FROM BI RTH THROUGH AGE TWELVE WHO
HAS ONE OR MCRE ELI G BLE PARENTS.

(4) "ELIGBLE FAMLY" MEANS A FAMLY UNIT WHI CH CONTAI NS ONE OR MORE
ELI G BLE PARENTS AND ONE OR MORE ELI G BLE CH LDREN AND WHOSE FAMLY
INCOVE IS AT OR BELOW THE POVERTY LEVEL AND WHO RESI DES I N AN AREA OF
POVERTY OR I N AN ATTENDANCE ZONE SERVED BY A LOWPERFORM NG PUBLIC
SCHOCL, BOTH AS DEFI NED BY THE COMM SSI ONER.

(5) "ELId BLE PROVI DER* MEANS A SCHOCL DI STRICT OR A BOARD OF COOPER-
ATI VE EDUCATI ONAL SERVI CES | N PARTNERSH P WTH A PUBLIC AGENCY OR A
PRI VATE, NONSECTARI AN NOT- FOR- PROFI T AGENCY.

(6) "AUTHORI ZED EXPENDI TURES" MEANS THOSE EXPENSES RELATED TO | NSTRUC-
TION, ASSESSMENT, COUNSELI NG, ADM NI STRATI ON, PURCHASE OF | NSTRUCTI ONAL
MATERI ALS, PURCHASE OR LEASE OF APPROVED EQUI PMENT, COST OF | N-SERVICE
TRAI NI NG FOR PARTI ClI PATI NG | NSTRUCTORS AND COUNSELORS, DESI GNED TO SERVE
ELI G BLE FAM LI ES AND OTHER ADM NI STRATI VE AND PROGRAM COSTS AS APPROVED
BY THE COMM SSI ONER, OR FOR THE STATEW DE EVALUATI ON OF FAM LY LI TERACY
PROGRAMS.

(7) "ADULT EDUCATI ON' MEANS SERVI CES OR | NSTRUCTI ON BELOW THE POSTSE-
CONDARY LEVEL FOR | NDI VI DUALS:

(A) WHO HAVE ATTAI NED SI XTEEN YEARS OF ACE;

(B) WHO ARE NOT ENROLLED OR REQUI RED TO BE ENROLLED I N SECONDARY
SCHOCL UNDER LAW AND

(© WHO (1) LACK SUFFI CI ENT MASTERY OF BASIC EDUCATIONAL SKILLS TO
ENABLE THE | NDI VI DUALS TO FUNCTI ON EFFECTI VELY | N SOCI ETY;

(1) DO NOTI HAVE A SECONDARY SCHOOL DI PLOVA OR | TS RECOGNI ZED EQUI V-
ALENT, AND HAVE NOT ACHI EVED AN EQUI VALENT LEVEL OF EDUCATI ON; OR

(1'1'l') ARE UNABLE TO SPEAK, READ, OR WRI TE THE ENGLI SH LANGUAGE.

B. AWARD OF GRANTS. (1) ELIG BLE PROVI DERS SHALL SUBM T PROPCSALS TO
THE COW SSI ONER, | NCLUDI NG PROGRAM BUDGETS, TO FUND AUTHORI ZED EXPENDI -
TURES | N SUPPORT OF FAM LY LI TERACY PROGRAMS DESI GNED TO SERVE ELI G BLE
FAM LI ES. SUCH PROPOCSALS SHALL BE IN A FORM AND SHALL BE SUBM TTED ON A
SCHEDULE PRESCRI BED BY THE COWMM SSI ONER.

(2) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL ADOPT REGULATI ONS TO ESTABLI SH ELI G BI LI TY
CRI TERI A AND PROCCEDURES FOR THE AWARD OF SUCH GRANTS AND TO OTHERW SE
| MPLEMENT THE PROVISIONS O TH'S  SECTI ON, PROVIDED THAT A
DOLLAR- FOR- DOLLAR MATCH SHALL BE REQUIRED OF ANY ELIGQBLE PROVIDER
APPLYI NG FOR SUCH GRANTS.
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(3) THE COW SSI ONER SHALL AWARD GRANTS ON A COWPETI Tl VE BASI S USI NG
THE ELI G BI LI TY CRI TERI A ESTABLI SHED | N REGULATI ON AND SHALL DETERM NE
THE AMOUNT OF EACH GRANT AWARD, PROVI DED THAT A STATEW DE EVALUATI ON
GRANT SHALL NOT EXCEED FI FTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.

C. PAYMENT SCHEDULE. SUBJECT TO THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR SUCH
PURPCSE, UPON APPROVAL OF A PROPCSAL BY THE COW SSIONER, THE COW S-
SI ONER SHALL PROVI DE FOR THE ADVANCE OF TWENTY- FI VE PERCENT OF THE GRANT
AMOUNT. THE REMAI NI NG PORTI ON OF THE GRANT ALLOCATI ON SHALL BE DI STRI B-
UTED ACCORDI NG TO A SCHEDULE PRESCRIBED BY THE COW SSI ONER, UPON
SUBM SSI ON  BY THE ELI G BLE PROVI DER AND APPROVAL BY THE COWM SSI ONER OF
PROGRESS REPORTS AND A FI NAL REPORT.

D. ANNUAL REPORT. ON OR BEFORE MARCH FI FTEENTH, TWDO THOUSAND S| XTEEN
AND BY MARCH FIRST OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, THE COMM SSI ONER SHALL
SUBM T TO THE GOVERNOR, THE TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE, AND THE
SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY A REPORT DESCRI Bl NG AND EVALUATI NG THE FAM LY
LI TERACY PROGRAMS FUNDED PURSUANT TO THI S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015.



