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Introduced by Sens. FLANAGAN, DeFRANCI SCO, LANZA, MARTI NS, RANZENHOFER
-- read twice and ordered printed, and when printed to be conmtted to

the Conmittee on Education -- reported favorably from said commttee
and conmitted to the Conmttee on Finance -- reported favorably from
said commttee and commtted to the Commttee on Rules -- ordered to a

third readi ng, amended and ordered reprinted, retaining its place in
the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the state office of
religious and i ndependent school s establishnment act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. The | egislature recognizes
that religious and independent schools play a vital role in the educa-
tion of children within the nmany communities throughout the state and
that is 1is incunmbent on the state to continue to support New York
students who attend these schools. The |legislature further recognizes
that while religious and i ndependent school students are included in an
array of state and federal prograns intended to benefit students in all
schools including, but not Ilimted to, instructional materials, schoo
health and safety neasures, academ c intervention, professional devel op-
ment and transportation services, the adnm nistration of those prograns
falls nost often to the public school districts in which such religious
or independent schools are |ocated or the school districts in which such
religious and i ndependent school students reside. The |legislature also
recogni zes the substantial adm nistrative burden placed on public schoo
districts charged with admnistering services for students over whom

such districts have Ilittle direct responsibility. The |legislature
further recognizes the inefficiencies that exist in admnistering
prograns to benefit students attending religious and i ndependent

schools. Therefore, the |Ilegislature recognizes the need to create the
state office for religious and i ndependent schools for the purpose of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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provi di ng an efficient and cost-effective neans of admnistering
prograns and services to benefit students enrolled in religious and
I ndependent school s.
S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new article 12-B to read
as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 12-B
STATE OFFI CE OF RELI G QUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
SECTI ON 571. SHORT TI TLE.
572. STATE OFFI CE FOR RELI G QUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOCLS.
573. RULES AND REGULATI ONS.

S 571. SHORT TITLE. TH S ARTI CLE SHALL BE KNOAWN AND MAY BE Cl TED AS
THE "STATE OFFI CE OF RELIG OUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS ESTABLI SHVENT
ACT".

S 572. STATE OFFICE FOR RELI G OUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS. 1. THE
STATE OFFI CE FOR RELI G OQUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS | S HEREBY ESTABLI SHED
W THI N THE DEPARTMENT TO PROVI DE AND COORDI NATE SERVI CES AND ADM NI STER
STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS AND APPROPRI ATI ONS AS MAY BE | DENTI FI ED BY
THE COVM SSI ONER | NTENDED FOR THE BENEFI T OF STUDENTS AND PERSONNEL | N
RELI G OQUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS AND TO DI SSEM NATE | NFORMATI ON AND
CARRY QUT OTHER ACTIVITIES I NTENDED FOR THE BENEFIT OF STUDENTS AND
PERSONNEL | N RELI G OQUS AND | NDEPENDENT SCHOOLS.

2. THE DEPARTMENT, ON BEHALF OF THE OFFI CE, SHALL HAVE THE AUTHORI TY
TO ACCEPT AND RECEI VE ANY GRANTS, AWARDS, APPROPRI ATI ONS OR OTHER FUNDS
AS NMAY BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO CARRY QUT THE FUNCTI ONS OF THE OFFI CE. ALL
SUCH FUNDS RECElI VED BY OR OTHERW SE MADE AVAI LABLE TO THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL BE HELD IN A DI STINCT ACCOUNT OR ACCOUNTS ADM NI STERED BY THE
DEPARTMENT TO CARRY OQUT THE FUNCTI ONS OF THE OFFI CE.

3. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL UTI LI ZE A PORTION OF STATE AND/ OR FEDERAL
FUNDS APPROPRI ATED SOLELY FOR THE BENEFI T OF RELI G OUS AND | NDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS FOR PERSONNEL SERVI CES NECESSARY TO CARRY QUT THE FUNCTIONS OF
THE OFFI CE.

S 573. RULES AND REGULATIONS. THE COWM SSI ONER MAY PROMULGATE ANY
RULES OR REGULATI ONS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PROVI SIONS OF THI S ARTI -
CLE.

S 3. This act shall take effect imediately, provided that any rules
or regulations necessary for the inplenentation of this act shall be
pronmul gated and take effect 180 days after such effective date.



