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STATE OF NEW YORK

5129
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
May 10, 2013

Introduced by Sen. MARTINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general nmunicipal law, in relation to parkland
protection

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The general nunicipal |law is anmended by adding a new arti-

cle 19-C to read as foll ows:
ARTI CLE 19-C
PARKLAND PROTECTI ON

SECTI ON 995. PRESERVATI ON OF PARKLAND BY PETI TI ON AND REFERENDUM

S 995. PRESERVATI ON OF PARKLAND BY PETI TI ON AND REFERENDUM A, THE
RESI DENTS OF ANY TOMN, CITY, VILLAGE OR COUNTY, MAY Cl RCULATE A PETI TI ON
TO PROVI DE FOR THE DEDI CATI ON OF A PARCEL OF PROPERTY LOCATED W THI N
SUCH TOWN, CTY, VILLAGE OR COUNTY AS PARKLAND. SUCH PETI TI ON SHALL
PROVI DE AN EXACT LEGAL DESCRI PTION OF THE PROPERTY, WH CH SHALL BE
El THER PROPERTY OMNED BY THE TOMN, CITY, VILLAGE OR COUNTY, OR PROPERTY
OMNED BY A PERSON OR CORPORATI ON WHERE THE OWNER OR AUTHORI ZED OFFI CER
OF VWH CH HAS MADE A SWORN AUTHORI ZATI ON CONSENTI NG TO HAVE SUCH PARCEL
OF PROPERTY CONVERTED EXCLUSI VELY AND PERMANENTLY TO PARKLAND PURPCSES.
THE COVPLETE LEGAL DESCRI PTI ON OF SUCH PARCEL, WH CH SHALL BE DESI GNATED
ON THE PETI TI ON AS "LEGAL DESCRI PTI ON OF PARKLAND TO BE PRESERVED' SHALL
BE PRINTED ON THE PETI TI ON UNDER THE TI TLE: "PETI TI ON FOR PRESERVATI ON
OF PARKLAND BY PRESERVATI ON OF PARKLAND BY REFERENDUM "

B. |F THE PARCEL THAT IS SUBJECT OF THE PETI TION | S OANNED BY:

1. THE TOMWN, THEN THE PETI TI ON MUST BE Cl RCULATED IN THE TOA, W TH
ONLY ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE TOMN BEI NG ELI G BLE TO SI GN THE PETI Tl ON

2. THE CTY, THEN THE PETI TI ON MJUST BE Cl RCULATED IN THE CI TY, WTH
ONLY ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE CI TY BEI NG ELI G BLE TO SI GN THE PETI Tl ON

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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3. THE VI LLAGE, THEN THE PETI TI ON MUST BE Cl RCULATED IN THE VI LLAGE,
WTH ONLY ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE VILLAGE BEING ELI @ BLE TO SI GN THE
PETI Tl ON,

4. THE COUNTY, THEN THE PETITION MJST BE Cl RCULATED I N THE COUNTY,
WTH ONLY ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE COUNTY BEI NG ABLE TO SI GN THE PETI Tl ON,
OR

5. A PERSON OR CORPORATI ON, WHERE THE OWNER OR AUTHORI ZED OFFI CER OF
VWH CH HAS MADE A SWORN AUTHORI ZATI ON CONSENTI NG TO HAVE SUCH PARCEL OF
PROPERTY CONVERTED EXCLUSI VELY AND PERVANENTLY TO USE FOR PARKLAND
PURPOSES, THEN THE PETI TI ON MAY BE Cl RCULATED IN THE TOW, C TY, VILLAGE
OR COUNTY IN WH CH THE PARCEL | S LOCATED, AT THE SELECTI ON OF THE PETI -
TI ONERS, W TH ONLY ENRCLLED VOTERS OF SUCH SELECTED TOW, CITY, VILLAGE
OR COUNTY BEI NG ELI G BLE TO SI GN THE PETI TI ON.

C. FOR A PETITION UNDER THI S SECTION TO BE VALID, I'T MJST CONTAI N THE
NAVES AND ADDRESSES OF THREE PERSONS WHO HAVE AGREED TO SERVE AS A
COMW TTEE TO RECEI VE NOTI CES.

D. UPON THE CONCLUSI ON OF THE ClI RCULATI ON OF SUCH PETI TI ON DESCRI BED
IN SUBDIVISION A OF THIS SECTION, THE PETITION MAY BE FILED WTH THE
COUNTY OR CTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS IN WH CH THE PARCEL OF PARKLAND | S
LOCATED. SUCH PETI TI ON MUST CONTAI N SI GNATURES OF REQ STERED VOTERS OF
SUCH TOWN, CTY, WVILLAGE OR COUNTY INWH CH IT WAS Cl RCULATED, I N AN
AMOUNT  OF:

1. NOT LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENROLLED VOTERS
O THE TOMWN, | F THE PETI TI ON WAS CI RCULATED IN A TOMW, OR ONE THOUSAND
ENRCLLED VOTERS OF THE TOWN, WH CHEVER | S LESS;

2. NOT LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENRCLLED VOTERS
O THE CTY, IF THE PETI TION WAS CI RCULATED IN A CI TY, OR ONE THOUSAND
ENRCLLED VOTERS OF THE CI'TY, WHICHEVER IS LESS, |F THE POPULATION IS
LESS THAN ONE M LLI ON PEOPLE;

3. NOI' LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENROLLED VOTERS
OF THE A TY, |IF THE PETI TION WAS CI RCULATED IN A A TY, OR FI VE THOUSAND
ENRCLLED VOTERS OF THE CITY, WHICHEVER IS LESS, IF THE CI TY CONTAINS A
POPULATI ON OF ONE M LLI ON OR MORE PECPLE;

4. NOT LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENROLLED VOTERS
O THE WVILLAGE, |F THE PETITION WAS Cl RCULATED IN A VI LLAGE, OR FIVE
HUNDRED ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE VI LLAGE, WH CHEVER | S LESS;

5. NOT' LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENRCLLED VOTERS
OF THE COUNTY, |F THE PETI TI ON WAS Cl RCULATED IN A COUNTY, OR FI FTEEN
HUNDRED ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE COUNTY, WHICHEVER 1S LESS, UNLESS THE
COUNTY IS WHOLLY CONTAINED WTHIN A G TY; AND

6. NOI' LESS THAN FI VE PERCENT OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ENROLLED VOTERS
OF THE COUNTY, |F THE PETI TION WAS Cl RCULATED IN A COUNTY, OR THREE
THOUSAND ENROLLED VOTERS OF THE COUNTY, VWH CHEVER IS LESS, |F THE COUNTY
'S WHOLLY CONTAINED WTHIN A CITY.

E. FOR THE PETI TION TO BE VALID | T MJUST CONTAI N A SUFFI CI ENT NUMBER
OF SI GNATURES, AS SET FORTH | N PARAGRAPH D OF THI S SECTIQN, COLLECTED
WTH N ONE HUNDRED TWENTY DAYS OF THE EARLI EST DATE OF A SI GNATURE ON
THE PETITION SO FILED. IF THE PETITION HAS A SIGNFI CANT NUMBER OF
SI GNATURES, THEN THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS SHALL PLACE A REFERENDUM ON THE
BALLOT, AT THE NEXT GENERAL ELECTI ON AT WH CH CANDI DATES APPEAR, ASKI NG
THE VOTERS WHETHER THE PARCEL VWHI CH | S SUBJECT OF THE PETI TI ON SHALL BE
DEDI CATED AS PARKLAND. | N THE REFERENDUM THE BOARD SHALL | NCLUDE THE
LEGAL DESCRI PTION OF THE PROPERTY CONTAINED IN THE PETITION. [|F THE
PETITION IS FILED WTH THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS AFTER THE TWENTI ETH DAY I N
SEPTEMBER BUT BEFORE THE THI RTY-FI RST OF DECEMBER, THEN THE BOARD OF
ELECTIONS SHALL PLACE THE REFERENDUM ON THE BALLOT AT THE GENERAL
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ELECTI ON AT WHI CH CANDI DATES APPEAR OF THE FOLLOW NG YEAR. THE REFEREN-
DUM SHALL APPEAR ON THE BALLOT OF THE TOWN, CITY, VILLAGE OR COUNTY IN
VWHI CH | T WAS Cl RCULATED.

F. UPON THE CERTI FI CATI ON OF THE ELECTI ON BY THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS,
| F THE BOARD OF ELECTI ONS DETERM NES THAT THE ELECTORS OF THE TOW\,
CITY, WVILLAGE OR COUNTY, HAVE VOTED I N FAVOR OF DEDI CATI NG SUCH PARCEL
AS PARKLAND, THEN THE COWM SSI ONERS OF THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS SHALL
NOTI FY THE CLERK OF SUCH DEDI CATI ON OF SUCH PARCEL AS PARKLAND W TH THE
RECORDS OF THE TOMW, CITY, VILLAGE OR COUNTY, AND SUCH PARCEL SHALL
THEREAFTER BE DETERM NED TO BE DEDI CATED AS PARKLAND CONSI STENT W TH THE
PUBLI C TRUST DOCTRI NE OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

G ANY PARKLAND DEDI CATED BY MEANS OF A PETI TI ON AND REFERENDUM UNDER
THI'S SECTI ON MAY BE ALI ENABLE PURSUANT TO AN ACT OF THE STATE LEG SLA-
TURE AS CONSI STENT W TH THE PUBLI C TRUST DOCTRI NE OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.



