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STATE OF NEW YORK

4185--A
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
March 13, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Children and Famlies --
commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and
recommtted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the famly court act, the social services law and the
executive law, in relation to enacting the New York State Reuniting
Fam | i es Act

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "New York
State Reuniting Famlies Act."

S 2. Section 1054 of the famly court act is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision (c) to read as foll ows:

(© THE | MM GRATI ON STATUS OF A PARENT OR OTHER PERSON RESPONSI BLE FOR
CARE SHALL NOT DI SQUALI FY SUCH PERSON FROM BEI NG GRANTED CUSTODY UNDER
THI'S SECTION. THE CHI LD WELFARE AGENCY SHALL ACCEPT A FOREI GN CONSULATE
| DENTI FI CATI ON CARD, A FOREI GN PASSPORT, OR SUCH OTHER FOREI GN | DENTI FI -
CATI ON DOCUMENT AS MAY BE ALLONED AS SUFFICIENT | DENTI FI CATION FOR
PURPCSES OF |INTIATING A CRIM NAL RECORDS CHECK OR A FI NGERPRI NT BASED
CHECK.

S 3. Cause (D) of subparagraph (i) of paragraph (1) of subdivision 3
of section 384-b of the social services |aw, as anended by chapter 113
of the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

(D) the parent or parents are incarcerated, |INVOLVED IN | MM GRATI ON
REMOVAL PROCEEDI NGS, | NCLUDI NG DETENTI ON OR DEPORTATI ON, or parti ci pat -
ing in a residential substance abuse treatnent program or the prior
i ncarceration, | NVOLVEMENT | N | MM GRATI ON REMOVAL PROCEEDI NGS, | NCLUDI NG
DETENTI ON OR DEPORTATION, or participation of a parent or parents in a
residential substance abuse treatnent programis a significant factor in
why the child has been in foster care for fifteen of the |ast twenty-two
nont hs, provided that the parent naintains a neaningful role in the

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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child's life based on the criteria set forth in subparagraph (v) of this
paragraph and the agency has not docunented a reason why it would other-
wi se be appropriate to file a petition pursuant to this section.

S 4. Subdivision (i) of section 17 of the social services |aw, as
relettered by section 1 of part K-3 of chapter 57 of the laws of 2007,
is relettered subdivision (j) and a new subdivision (i) is added to read
as foll ows:

(1) PROVIDE GUI DANCE, | NFORMATI ON AND TRAI NI NG TO ALL EMPLOYEES OF A
CHI LD PROTECTI VE SERVI CE AND ALL OTHER EMPLOYEES ASSI GNED W TH THE DUTY
OF PLACING CH LDREN IN THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM ON SPECI AL | MM GRANT
JUVENI LE STATUS (SIJS), U VISAS, T-VISAS, VICOLENCE AGAINST WOMVEN ACT
(VAWA)  SELF PETITIONS AND OTHER SUCH | MM GRATI ON RELI EF OPTI ONS FOR
CERTAI N UNDOCUMENTED | NDI VI DUALS.

S 5. Section 1016 of the fam |y court act, as anended by chapter 41 of
the laws of 2010, is anended to read as foll ows:

S 1016. Appoi ntrment of attorney for the child. 1. The court shal
appoint an attorney to represent a child who has been all egedly abused
or negl ected upon the earliest occurrence of any of the following: (i)
the court receiving notice, pursuant to paragraph (iv) of subdivision
(b) of section one thousand twenty-four of this [act] ARTICLE, of the
enmergency renoval of the «child; (ii) an application for an order for
renmoval of the child prior to the filing of a petition, pursuant to
section one thousand twenty-two of this [act] ARTICLE, or (iii) the
filing of a petition alleging abuse or neglect pursuant to this article.
THE COURT SHALL REQUI RE THAT APPO NTED ATTORNEYS HAVE RECElI VED | NFORMA-
TION AND TRAI NI NG ON SPECI AL | MM GRANT JUVENI LE STATUS (SIJS), U VI SAS,
T- VI SAS, VI OLENCE AGAI NST WOMVEN ACT (VAWA) SELF PETI TI ONS AND OTHER SUCH
| MM GRATI ON RELI EF OPTI ONS FOR CERTAI N UNDOCUMENTED | NDI VI DUALS.

2. \Whenever an attorney has been appointed by the famly court pursu-
ant to section two hundred forty-nine of this act to represent a child
in a proceeding under this article, such appointnent shall continue
wi t hout further court order or appointnment during (i) an order of dispo-
sition issued by the court pursuant to section one thousand fifty-two of
this article directing supervision, protection or suspending judgnent,
or any extension thereof; (ii) an adjournnent in contenplation of
dism ssal as provided for in section one thousand thirty-nine of this
article or any extension thereof; or (iii) the pendency of the foster
care placenment ordered pursuant to section one thousand fifty-two of
this article. Al notices and reports required by | aw shall be provided
to such attorney for the child. Such appointnment shall termnm nate upon
the expiration of such order, unless another appoi ntnent of an attorney
for the <child has been made by the court or unless such attorney nakes
application to the court to be relieved of his or her appointnment. Upon
approval of such application to be relieved, the court shall immediately
appoint another attorney for the child to whomall notices and reports
required by |aw shall be provided.

3. The attorney for the child shall be entitled to conpensation pursu-
ant to applicable provisions of law for services rendered up to and
i ncl udi ng disposition of the petition. The attorney for the child shall
by separate application, be entitled to conpensation for services
rendered subsequent to the disposition of the petition.

4. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt the authority
of the court to renove the attorney for the child fromhis or her
assi gnment .

S 6. The social services |law is anmended by adding a new section 383-a
to read as foll ows:
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S 383-A. FOSTER YOUTH | DENTI FI CATI ON. THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL PROVI DE A
FOSTER YOUTH | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD TO THE CHI LD THEMSELVES, THE ATTORNEY,
SOCl AL WORKER OR FOSTER PARENT OF THE CHI LD. SUCH | DENTI FI CATI ON  CARD
SHALL | NCLUDE A RECENT PHOTOGRAPH, THE PHONE NUMBER OF THE LOCAL CI TY OR
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL SERVI CES AND THE DOCKET OR FI LE NUMBER OF
THE CASE PLACI NG SUCH CHI LD I N FOSTER CARE.

S 7. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 501-i to
read as foll ows:

S 501-1. VIRTUAL STATEW DE | NFORVATI ON SYSTEM THE OFFI CE SHALL ESTAB-
LISH AND MAINTAIN A WEBSI TE TO PROVI DE A VI RTUAL STATEW DE | NFORVATI ON
SYSTEM DESI GNED TO ASSI ST THE LOCAL CI TY OR COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF SOCI AL
SERVI CES AND THE COURT SYSTEM W TH ASSI STANCE ON | MM GRATI ON LAW RELATED
| SSUES AFFECTI NG CHI LDREN AND RELATI VES OF CHI LDREN I N THE FOSTER CARE
SYSTEM  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL SEEK PRI VATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THI'S SYSTEM THE WEBSI TE SHALL | NCLUDE:

1. EXISTING LINKS TO SOCIAL SERVICES, LEGAL SERVI CES AND ADVOCACY
ORGANI ZATI ONS AND OTHER GOVERNMENT ORGANI ZATI ONS W TH EXPERTI SE | N WWORK-
I NG WTH COURTS OR CHI LD PROTECTI ON AGENCI ES; AND

2. LIVE HELP CASE CONSULTATI ON.

S 8. The departnment of fam |y assistance is hereby directed to provide
gui dance, no later than July 1, 2014, to counties and nunicipalities in
contacting the honme governnments of detained parents and assisting with
famly reunification.

S 9. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw



