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STATE OF NEW YORK

3926
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
February 27, 2013

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to patient notice of
t he provision of observation services

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The public health aw is anmended by adding a new section
2805-v to read as foll ows:

S 2805-V. PATIENT NOTICE OF OBSERVATI ON SERVI CES. 1. EVERY GENERAL
HOSPI TAL SHALL PROVI DE PATI ENTS WHO ARE PLACED | NTO OBSERVATI ON SERVI CES
W TH A VERBAL AND WRI TTEN NOTI CE W THI N TVENTY- FOUR HOURS OF SUCH PLACE-
MENT THAT THE PATIENT IS NOT ADM TTED TO THE HOSPITAL AND |S UNDER
OBSERVATI ON  STATUS. SUCH NOTI CE SHALL BE SI GNED BY THE PATI ENT OR THEI R
LEGAL REPRESENTATI VE TO ACKNOALEDGE RECEI PT AND SHALL | NCLUDE, BUT NOT
BE LIM TED TO, | NFORVATI ON AND AN EXPLANATI ON OF:

(A) WHEN THE OBSERVATI ON SERVI CES BEGAN,

(B) HOW OBSERVATI ON STATUS MAY AFFECT THE PATI ENT' S MEDI CARE, MEDI CAI D
AND/ OR PRI VATE | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE CURRENT HOSPI TAL SERVI CES,
| NCLUDI NG MEDI CATI ONS AND OTHER PHARMACEUTI CAL  SUPPLIES, AS WELL AS
COVERAGE FOR ANY SUBSEQUENT DI SCHARGE TO A SKI LLED NURSI NG FACI LI TY; AND

(© VHO THE PATI ENT CAN CONTACT TO BETTER UNDERSTAND THE | MPLI CATI ONS
OF BEI NG PLACED | N OBSERVATI ON STATUS.

2. THE COW SSI ONER SHALL DEVELOP AND MAKE AVAI LABLE A STANDARD NOTI CE
FORM AS DESCRIBED IN THI'S SECTION WTHI N THI RTY DAYS OF THE EFFECTIVE
DATE OF THI S SECTION TO BE USED BY ALL GENERAL HOSPI TALS AND SI GNED BY
PATI ENTS PLACED | N OBSERVATI ON STATUS AFTER THAT DATE.

S 2. This act shall take effect imediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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