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STATE OF NEW YORK

376
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the safety
of funeral processions

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis anmended by adding a new
section 1144-b to read as foll ows:

S 1144-B. OPERATI ON OF MOTOR VEHI CLES ON APPROACH OF MOTOR VEHI CLES I N
A FUNERAL PROCESSI ON. (A) UPON THE | MVEDI ATE APPROACH OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE
VWVH CH HAS A BLACK FLAG WTH THE WORD "FUNERAL" AFFI XED TO I T I N THE
MANNER PROVI DED FOR | N PARAGRAPH (FF) OF SUBDI VI SI ON TWELVE- A OF SECTI ON
THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY-FI VE OF TH S CHAPTER, THE DRI VER OF EVERY OTHER
MOTOR VEH CLE SHALL YIELD THE RI GHT- OF- WVAY AND SHALL | MVEDI ATELY DRI VE
TO A PCSI TI ON PARALLEL TO, AND AS CLOSE AS PCSSIBLE TO, THE RI GHT- HAND
EDGE OF THE H GHWAY, OR TO EI THER EDGE OF A ONE- WAY HI GHWAY THREE OR
MORE LANES | N WDTH, CLEAR OF ANY |INTERSECTION, AND SHALL STOP AND
REMAI N I N SUCH POSI TI ON UNTI L THE MOTOR VEHI CLE DI SPLAYI NG SUCH FLAG HAS
PASSED, UNLESS OTHERW SE DI RECTED BY A POLI CE OFFI CER

(B) THIS SECTION SHALL NOT OPERATE TO RELI EVE THE DRI VER OF A MOTOR
VEHI CLE PARTI Cl PATING | N A BURI AL OR FUNERAL PROCESSI ON FROM THE DUTY TO
DRI VE W TH REASONABLE CARE FOR ALL PERSONS USI NG THE HI GHWAY.

(C) ANY PERSON OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE IN ACCORDANCE WTH THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SECTI ON SHALL Yl ELD THE RI GHT- OF- WAY TO AN AUTHORI ZED
EMERGENCY VEHI CLE ENGAGED |IN EMERGENCY OPERATION WTH ITS SI REN OR
LI GHTS ACTI VATED.

S 2. Subdivision (c) of section 1129 of the vehicle and traffic lawis
amended to read as foll ows:

(c) Motor vehicles being driven upon any roadway outside of a business
or residence district in a caravan or notorcade whether or not tow ng

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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ot her vehicles shall be so operated as to allow sufficient space between
each such vehicle or conbination of vehicles so as to enable any other
vehicle to enter and occupy such space wi thout danger. This provision
shall not apply to funeral processions. NOTW THSTANDI NG ANY OTHER
PROVI SION OF THI S SECTION, A DRI VER OF A MOTOR VEHI CLE SHALL NOT FORCE-
FULLY OR OTHERW SE ENTER THE SPACE BETWEEN MOTOR VEHI CLES | N A FUNERAL
PROCESSI ON SO AS TO DI SRUPT THE ORDERLY PROGRESSI ON AND MOVEMENT OF SAI D
PROCESSI ON. ANY PERSON WHO VI OLATES THE PROVI SIONS OF THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL BE PUNI SHED BY A CIVIL FINE OF UP TO ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS.
S 3. This act shall take effect imediately.



