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Introduced by Sens. MAZIARZ, FELDER, O BRIEN, RANZENHOFER, RI TCH E
SAVI NO, SEWARD, YOUNG -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmttee on Cultural Affairs, Tourism
Parks and Recreation -- recommtted to the Commttee on Cultura
Affairs, Tourism Parks and Recreation in accordance with Senate Rule
6, sec. 8 -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
anmended and reconmitted to said conmttee -- reported favorably from
said commttee, ordered to first and second report, ordered to a third
readi ng, passed by Senate and delivered to the Assenbly, recall ed,
vote reconsidered, restored to third reading, anended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to anend the arts and cultural affairs law, in relation to
aut hori zing volunteer fire and anbul ance conpanies to receive grants
for |ocal government records managenent i nprovenent

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. The legislature hereby finds and declares that volunteer
fire conpanies and vol unteer anbul ance conpani es performvital services
for the municipalities they serve. These not-for-profit volunteer ener-
gency response organi zations serve a neani ngful public purpose by hel p-
ing to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of our citizens. Further,
these organizations work collaboratively wth nunicipal officials in
their respective localities and help to reduce the burdens on our |oca
gover nnent s.

The records of volunteer fire conpani es and vol unt eer anbul ance conpa-
nies are inportant since they indicate the relationship, rights and
responsibilities with respect to the communities they serve. And, proper
records managenent assists nunicipalities and energency response organ-
izations wth their |egal obligations under the general rmunicipal |aw
In addition, these records make appropriate information available to the
public and to nunicipal officials with respect to fire and energency
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services, and also reflect the historical devel opnent of the conmunities
served by such volunteer fire and anbulance conpanies. For these
reasons, the legislature hereby further finds and declares that not-for-
profit volunteer fire conpani es and vol unteer anbul ance conpani es shoul d
be eligible for the records nanagenent inprovenent grant programin
order to help them operate nore effectively and efficiently in our |oca
conmuni ties.

S 2. Subdivision 1 of section 57.35 of the arts and «cultural affairs
law, as anended by chapter 203 of the |aws of 1995, is anended to read
as foll ows:

1. The conmi ssioner of education, upon consultation with the 1loca
government records advisory council, is authorized to award grants for
records managenent inprovenent as specified in sections 57.19, 57.25,
57.29 and 57.31 of this [chapter] ARTICLE to individual |ocal govern-
ments, groups of cooperating |ocal governnents and |ocal governnents
that have custody of court records and for records nmanagenent i nprove-
ment for suprene court records in the custody of the counties of New
York, Kings, Queens, Richnond, and Bronx and in accordance w th subdivi-
sion two-a of this section, records wunder the jurisdiction of the
departrment of records and information services of the city of New York
or its successor agency and the city clerk of the city of New York, AND
TO FI RE COVWPANI ES AND VOLUNTARY AMBULANCE SERVICES AS SUCH TERMS ARE
DEFI NED | N SECTI ON ONE HUNDRED OF THE GENERAL MUNI Cl PAL LAW

S 3. The commissioner of education is hereby authorized and directed
to pronulgate any rules or regulations necessary to effectuate the
provi sions of this act.

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



