Co~NOoOUI~,WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

3211
2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
January 31, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on H gher Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the establishnent of
the interagency task force on health |iteracy

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. 1. It is the intent of the |legislature
to inmprove health care access and outcones, and reduce unnecessary
heal th care spendi ng by addressing the issue of health |iteracy. Health
literacy is the degree to which an individual, or individuals, have the
capacity to obtain, process and understand basic health care information
and services necessary for themto nmake appropriate health deci sions.

2. Apatient's health literacy may be affected if they have | ow educa-
tion skills, cultural barriers to seeking health care, or Ilimted
English proficiency (LEP). Denographical ly, individuals with health
literacy challenges often are represented disproportionately in the
following groups: older adults, mnority and/or inmmgrant popul ations,
| ower -i ncome popul ati ons, and medi cal |y underserved popul ati ons.

3. Although New York has sone existing health literacy initiatives,
the legislature finds that a conprehensive statewi de health literacy
task force is a necessary and valuable step toward elimnating as nuch
as practicable the negative outcomes that health [iteracy chall enges
create in the state.

S 2. The education law is anended by adding a new section 238-b to
read as follows:

S 238-B. | NTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON HEALTH LI TERACY. 1. THERE | S HEREBY
ESTABLI SHED W THI N THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK, AN | NTERAGENCY TASK
FORCE ON HEALTH LI TERACY TO BE ADM NI STERED ACCORDI NG TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF THI'S SECTI ON. SUCH TASK FORCE SHALL ASSIST THE HEALTH AND HUMAN
SERVI CE AGENCIES OF THI S STATE I N STUDYI NG HEALTH LI TERACY AND DEVELOP-
| NG RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR | MPROVI NG HEALTH LI TERACY I N THI S STATE

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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2. THE SUNY CHANCELLOR SHALL APPO NT A MEMBER OF THE SUNY SCHOOL OF
PUBLI C HEALTH FACULTY TO CHAI R THE TASK FORCE.

3. THE FOLLOW NG REPRESENTATI VES SHALL BE | NVI TED TO SERVE ON THE TASK
FORCE:

(A) THREE REPRESENTATI VES FROM STATE HOSPI TALS TO BE SELECTED BY THE
TEMPORARY PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE ASSEMBLY;

(B) THE COW SSI ONER OF THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH;

(© THE COW SSI ONER OF THE OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND FAM LY SERVI CES;

(D) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE MEDI CAL SOCI ETY OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORK;

(E) A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE NEW YORK CHAPTER, AMERI CAN ACADEMY OF
PEDI ATRI CS;

(F) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE NEW YORK COOPERATI VE EXTENSI ON;

(G A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE ALBANY COLLEGE OF PHARMACY;

(H A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE LONG |SLAND UNIVERSITY A M  SCHWARTZ
COLLEGE OF PHARVACY AND ALLI ED HEALTH PROFESSI ONS;

(1) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE STATE UNI VERSI TY OF NEW YORK AT BUFFALO
SCHOCOL OF PHARVACY AND PHARMACEUTI CAL SCI ENCES;

(J) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE NEW YORK STATE OCCUPATI ONAL HEALTH CLI N-
I C NETWVORK;

(K) A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF MNORITY
HEALTH;

(L) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE NEW YORK STATE DEVELOPMENTAL DI SABI LI -
TI'ES PLANNI NG COUNCI L;

A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE HEALTH | NSURANCE | NDUSTRY;

(N) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE EMPI RE STATE MEDI CAL ASSOCI ATI ON;

(O THE COW SSI ONER COF THE NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
MENTAL HYQ ENE;

(P) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE NEW YORK CI TY DEPARTMENT FOR THE AG NG

(Q A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE HEALTH LI TERACY PRQIECT PARTNERSHI P OF
THE NEW YORK CI TY MAYOR S OFFI CE AND UNI TED WAY OF NEW YORK CI TY; AND

(R) A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE NEW YORK STATE HEALTH FOUNDATI ON.

4. FOR THE PURPOSES OF THI S SECTI ON THE FOLLOW NG TERMS SHALL HAVE THE
FOLLOW NG MEANI NGS:

(A) "CHANCELLOR' SHALL MEAN THE CHANCELLOR OF THE SUNY SCHOOLS OF
PUBLI C HEALTH | N ALBANY.

(B) "HEALTH LITERACY" SHALL MEAN AN INDIVIDUAL'S ABILITY TO READ,
UNDERSTAND, AND ACT APPROPRI ATELY ON HEALTH CARE | NFORMATI ON.

(© "TASK FORCE" MEANS THE | NTERAGENCY TASK FORCE ON HEALTH LI TERACY.

5. THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE CHARGED W TH STUDYI NG AND EVALUATING THE
HEALTH LI TERACY OF THE RESI DENTS OF THI S STATE. THE TASK FORCE SHALL:

(A) EXAMNE THE ABILITY OF RESIDENTS TO ACCESS AVAI LABLE HEALTH
SERVI CES AND COMMUNI CATE W TH HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS;

(B) |1 DENTIFY BARRI ERS THAT PREVENT RESI DENTS W TH LOW HEALTH LI TERACY
FROM RECEI VI NG HEALTH CARE;

(© | DENTIFY GROUPS AT RI SK FOR LOW HEALTH LI TERACY;

(D) EXAM NE WHETHER PROVI DI NG APPROPRI ATE HEALTH | NFORVATI ON TO AND
| NCREASI NG THE HEALTH LI TERACY OF THE BENEFI CIARIES OF PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVI CES WOULD | NCREASE THE EFFIC ENCY OF HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS AND
DECREASE EXPENDI TURES;

(E) EXAM NE THE | MPACT ON HEALTH LI TERACY OF:

) RI SING HEALTH CARE COSTS;
) I NCREASI NGLY COWPLEX HEALTH TREATMENTS;
1) AN I NDI VI DUAL' S AGE; AND

(1
(1
(1
(1'V) CULTURAL AND LI NGUI STI C DI VERSI TY.
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6. THE SUNY SCHOOLS OF PUBLI C HEALTH I N ALBANY SHALL PROVI DE THE STAFF
NECESSARY TO ASSI ST THE TASK FORCE | N PERFORM NG | TS DUTI ES.

7. NO LATER THAN DECEMBER FI FTEENTH, TWDO THOUSAND FOURTEEN, THE TASK
FORCE SHALL REPORT TO THE LEG SLATURE ON | TS FI NDI NGS UNDER SuUBDI VI SI ON
FIVE OF THIS SECTION. IN ADDI TI ON, THE REPORT SHALL | NCLUDE A LI ST OF
PROPCSED RULES AND REGULATI ONS AND ANY NECESSARY LEG SLATION. THE TASK
FORCE SHALL ALSO MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS TO THE LEQ SLATURE ON STRATEG ES
FOR:

(A 1 MPROVI NG THE HEALTH LI TERACY OF THE RESI DENTS OF THI S STATE.

(B) PROMOTI NG THE USE OF PLAI N LANGUAGE BY HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS.

(C SIMPLI FYI NG THE ENROLLMENT FORMS AND PROCEDURES FOR ACCESSI NG
HEALTH | NSURANCE PLANS SERVI NG | NDI VI DUALS | N GROUPS | DENTI FI ED AS AT
Rl SK FOR LOW HEALTH LI TERACY.

(D) DEVELOPI NG RESOURCES FOR HEALTH CARE PROVI DERS AND RESIDENTS OF
THI' S STATE TO | NCREASE HEALTH LI TERACY.

(E) DEVELOPI NG PROGRAMS TO Al D THE RESI DENTS OF THI S STATE | N UNDER-
STANDI NG HEALTH CARE | NFORMATI ON.

(F) DEVELOPI NG EDUCATI ONAL CURRI CULA TO | NCREASE HEALTH LI TERACY.

(G DEVELOPI NG EASY- TO- UNDERSTAND PRI NT AND ELECTRONI C | NFORVATI ON  ON
HEALTH | SSUES.

(H) FUNDI NG THE RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE TASK FORCE.

S 3. This act shall take effect Decenber 1, 2013.



