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I N SENATE
January 24, 2013

Introduced by Sen. PARKER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to patient hospital
adm ssions form and authorization for visitation and surgery to be
made by domestic partners

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Section 2805-b of the public health |aw is anended by
addi ng a new subdivision 6 to read as fol |l ows:

6. THE STAFF OF A GENERAL HOSPI TAL SHALL | NQUI RE WHETHER OR NOT THE
PERSON ADM TTED W SHES TO DESI GNATE A PERSON AS A DOVESTI C PARTNER WHO
| N THE ABSENCE AND UNAVAI LABI LI TY OF A NEXT-OF-KIN OR NEAREST RELATI VE
SHALL HAVE ALL OF THE PRI VI LEGES OF A NEXT- OF- KI N RESPECTI NG VI SI TATI ON
AND AUTHORI ZATI ON FOR SURGERY SHOULD THE PERSON ADM TTED SUBSEQUENTLY
BECOVE UNABLE TO GRANT SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON AND HAS G VEN NO SPECI FI C
| NSTRUCTI ONS, AND BECOVES UNABLE TO EXECUTE A HEALTH CARE PROXY OR MAKE
DECI SIONS ABOUT HI S/HER HEALTH CARE. SUCH | NFORVATI ON SHALL BE LI STED
ON THE ADM SSI ONS FORM THE STAFF SHALL RESPECT THE W SHES OF THE PERSON
ADM TTED RESPECTI NG SUCH AUTHORI ZATI ON ONLY TO THE SAME EXTENT AS THEY
WOULD FOR A PERSON WHO IS THE NEXT- OF- KIN. PROVI DED, HOWAEVER, THAT NOTH-
ING IN TH' S SUBDI VI SI ON SHALL BE DEEMED TO GRANT A DOMVESTI C PARTNER ANY
GREATER RI GHTS OR PRI VI LEGES THAN THOSE THAT WOULD BE RECOGNI ZED FOR A
NEXT- OF- KIN. PROVI DED, FURTHER, HOWEVER, THAT NOTHING I N THI S SUBDI VI -
SI ON SHALL PRECLUDE THE USE OF A HEALTH CARE PROXY OR LIVING WLL OR
BOTH FOR SUCH PURPOSE AND UNLESS REVOKED THE PROVI SI ONS OF SUCH PROXY OR
LIVING WLL OR BOTH SHALL PREVAIL OVER ANY DESI GNATI ON MADE ON AN ADM S-
SI ONS FORM PURSUANT TO THI' S SUBDI VI SI ON.

S 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective i Mmedi at e-
ly, the addition, anendnent and/or repeal of any rules or regulations
necessary for the inplenmentation of the foregoing section of this act on
its effective date is authorized and directed to be made and conpleted
on or before such effective date.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in I TALICS (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[ ] is oldlawto be onmtted.
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