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2013- 2014 Regul ar Sessi ons
I N SENATE
( PREFI LED)
January 9, 2013

I ntroduced by Sen. SQUADRON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to training of school
athletic coaches in the recognition and nanagenent of head injuries

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK, REPRESENTED | N SENATE AND ASSEM
BLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWE:

Section 1. Legislative intent. Concussions are one of the nbst common-
ly reported injuries in children and adolescents who participate in
sports and recreational activities. The centers for disease control and
prevention estimates that as many as three mllion nine hundred thousand
sports-related and recreation-related concussions occur in the United
St at es each year.

A concussion is a type of brain injury that can range from mld to
severe and can disrupt the way the brain normally works. It is caused by
a blow or notion to the head or body that causes the brain to nove
rapidly inside the skull. The risk of catastrophic injuries or death is
significant when a concussion or head injury is not properly eval uated
and managed.

Concussi ons can occur in any organi zed or unorgani zed sport or recre-
ational activity and can result froma fall or fromplayers colliding
with each other, the ground, or with obstacles. Concussions occur wth
or wthout 1oss of consciousness, but the vast nmajority occurs wthout
| oss of consciousness.

Continuing to play with a concussion or synptonms of head injury |eaves
the young athlete especially vulnerable to greater injury and even
death. Despite sone increased recognition about the inportance of diag-
nosi ng and treating concussi ons, sone affected youth athletes are prema-
turely returned to play, whi ch can have harnful and potentially even
deadly results. It is therefore inperative that adults supervising
young athletes in school settings receive proper training to recognize
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and eval uate concussions and other traumatic sport-related injuries in
order to ensure the safety of New York's children who conpete in school -
rel ated sports activities.

S 2. The education law is anmended by adding a new section 3001-e to
read as foll ows:

S 3001-E. HEAD I NJURY RECOGNI TI ON TRAI NI NG FOR COACHES OF EXTRA- CLASS
PUBLI C SCHOOL ATHLETIC ACTI VI TIES AND COACHES OF EXTRA- CLASS NONPUBLI C
SCHOOL ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES. 1. (A) COACHES OF EXTRA- CLASS PUBLI C SCHOOL
ATHLETI C ACTI VI TI ES AND COACHES OF EXTRA- CLASS NONPUBLI C SCHOOL ATHLETIC
ACTI VI TI ES SHALL RECEI VE TRAI NI NG TO LEARN HOW TO RECOGNI ZE THE SYMPTOVS
OF A CONCUSSI ON AND HOW TO SEEK PROPER MEDI CAL TREATMENT FOR A PERSON
SUSPECTED OF HAVI NG A CONCUSSI ON.

(B) THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ESTABLI SH BY REGULATION, I N CONSULTATI ON
WTH A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY FOR | NTERSCHOLASTI C
ACTI VI TIES, A REPRESENTATI VE FROM THE STATE ORGANI ZATI ON REPRESENTI NG
LI CENSED ATHLETIC TRAINERS, A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH KNOALEDGEABLE | N THE SUBJECT MATTER OF CONCUSSIONS, AND OTHER
| NTERESTED PARTIES KNOW.EDGEABLE I N THE SUBJECT MATTER OF CONCUSSI ONS,
THE FOLLOW NG PROVI SI ONS:

(1) THE M Nl MUM STANDARDS AND REQUI REMENTS OF THE TRAI NI NG DESCRI BED
IN THI'S SECTION, |NCLUDING A LI ST OF APPROVED PROVI DERS OF SUCH TRAI N
I NG AND

(1) TIMELI NES AND PROCEDURES TO ENSURE THAT, TO THE EXTENT PRACTI CA-
BLE, EVERY COACH RECEI VES THE TRAI NI NG DESCRI BED I N THI S SECTI ON; AND

(1'11) QUALI FI CATI ONS REQUI RED OF LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONALS TO
BE PERM TTED TO PROVI DE MEDI CAL RELEASES AS OUTLI NED | N PARAGRAPH (B) OF
SUBDI VI SION TWO OF THI S SECTI ON.

(O | MPLEMENTATI ON OF REGULATI ONS ENACTED PURSUANT TO THI'S SUBDI VI SI ON
SHALL NOT BE MADE THE RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE EMPLOYI NG SCHOOL DI STRI CT OR
NONPUBLI C SCHOOL UNLESS STATE FUNDI NG OR REI MBURSEMENT | S PROVI DED FOR
ASSCCI ATED COSTS.

2. (A) A COACH MAY NOT ALLOWA MEMBER OF A SCHOOL ATHLETIC TEAM TO
PARTI Cl PATE I N ANY ATHLETI C EVENT OR TRAI NI NG ON THE SAME DAY THAT THE
VEMBER:

(1) EXHI BITS SIGNS, SYMPTOVS OR BEHAVI ORS CONSI STENT W TH A CONCUSSI ON
FOLLOW NG AN OBSERVED OR SUSPECTED | NJURY TO THE HEAD OR BODY; OR

(1) HAS BEEN DI AGNCSED W TH A CONCUSSI ON.

(B) A COACH MAY ALLOWA MEMBER OF A SCHOOL ATHLETIC TEAM WHO IS
PROH BI TED FROM PARTICIPATING IN AN ATHLETIC EVENT OR TRAINING AS
DESCRI BED | N PARAGRAPH (A) OF THI'S SUBDIVISION, TO PARTICIPATE IN AN
ATHLETI C EVENT OR TRAI NI NG NO SOONER THAN THE DAY AFTER THE MEMBER EXPE-
RI ENCED AN | NJURY TO THE HEAD OR BODY AND ONLY AFTER THE MEMBER RECEI VES
A MEDI CAL RELEASE FROM A LI CENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSI ONAL W TH QUALI -
FI CATI ONS AS DEFI NED PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (I11) OF PARAGRAPH (B) OF
SUBDI VI SION ONE OF THI' S SECTI ON.

S 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 2015 and shall apply to all
school years comrencing on or after such date; provided that effective
i mredi ately, the commi ssioner of education is authorized and directed to
promul gate all rules and regulations and take all actions necessary to
i npl enment the provisions of this act on or before its effective date.



